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focties 0--DESERIPTION OF ACCIDENT

. =verything that is mown about the secident.  Make certain that itema

Tell in marestive foom, thoas much dotall s
chocked on rey=ree side are jastified by this narrative. 11 flre was involved in accident, explain in detail it origin and progress and

lu-pl Lafern o El‘l:l.urunﬂ'l- {19

On 12 Bay 19_5_;1 Hua.::iqua:t.er: Tm].f‘l:.h Alr Foroe ::mli:hud ﬂp-ur:u.tinm Order Homber
156=53, copy of which is attached to thls report. This Operations Order listed the ro-
gulrements for particlpation of subordineate undis in-sn aerial and pround revieo to be
held at Landstuhl Alr Base, termany, on 15 May 1953.

The operaticns order, which wam sent to six fighter, fighter bombaer, light bamber
land troop carrier wings, listed times over the target (Landstuhl Alr Base) and provided
both altitode and time separatlon over the terget. In addition the crdar specified Elat
the marshalline area or IP for all aireoraft would be Landstuhl outer SJeason (Ladenberg
Seacon) =nd provided altitude separation for four of Lhe wings at that peint.
Specifically, the 50th and 317th Troop Carrier Wings (2-119's) were to marshal at 1 |
00 fest cver the Ladenberpg Basscon, with the 317th Troop Carrder Wing leading from thet
int to the target. The 36th end 4Bth Fighter Bomber Wings (F-2 4ls) were to marshal
t 15,000 feet over Ladenberg Beacon with the 48th Fighter Bomber Wing leading from there

o the target.

60th Troop Carrler Wing Operations Order Huﬂhar 11=53 dated 13 May 1953 established
he misaion requirements for the £0th Troop Carrier Group, and, in addition, specified
hat there would be other alroraft participating in the review. It did not indiante the
imead altitudes of other alrcraft over the Ladenberg Beacon. Howsver, a copy of the
h iir Fores Oparstions Order wns made avallable to the 40th Troop Carrier Group
parations Office and the mission commander was brisfed that Jlet aireraft would be over

ho Boasony at 15,000,

LEth Fighter Bomber .}rmp Operations Omier Number 5-18, dated 14 May 195% establlsi
he mdasion requirements for the LyZnd and 493rd Fighter Bomber Squadrons. The order did
ot indicate the presence and gltitude of other aireralft participating in the review. The
sgion oosmander saw a c¢opy of the Twelfth iir Force Operatlions Order but read only that

rtion which portained Lo the LBth Fighter Bonber Wing.

sota ighter Bomber Group Operstions Order Number 50=53, dated 14 May 1953 did not
cate the presence and altitude of other alremaft to be over tha Ladenberg Beacon. The } o
sion commander did hot see & copy of the Twelith Air Force Operatioms Qrder and was ‘.'

ised that other airoraft would participate. A
Ses Continustion

RECOMMENDATIONS for sction to prevent similar sccidents: -f
. That commanders insure that formation leaders are carefully and completely |
b prior to sach mission and are fully aware of thelr responalbllities witlle .
fo Emphasis should be placed on the need for constont viglloance, particularly '
in ufnduudﬂaibﬂityuﬂnhmﬂhﬁrnimmrtmmmnrmﬂmhin
the area. A1l pilots in formatdion f1lizits should make a prastice of notifying their e -
leaders of the presence of other airerart approaching the formation. :
Soctlan P—ABTHENTICATION (Eich isvasmigaling board mamiber munt gign beivw) 7
&

S -
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.. He then called tha 36th Fighter Domber Wing Operstions
Anformed tore that the F-84 fomuations would

paind) l-ﬂﬁmﬂwﬂm“mmdmr-;;;.mmm
tlon was & tted to the mission comsander for the 36th Fighter Souber

- i 3 =

- s#ennsl of both the 48th Fishter Bomber Group Operations Office

and 36th Bomber fing Operatlons had read the Twelfth Adr Force

Operaticns Crdor and were aware of the aecision to changs the rendes-
yous altitude. This change was not coordinsted with either the Troop
garrier wings or with the Twelfth Alr Foreos Project Officer for the

nission.

For purposes of this narrative the various formations and organiza-
tions will be referred to by their radio call signs as follows:

36th Fighter pomber Growp (F-84's)  call siga "Couzin® {2
4Bth FPighter Sowber Group (F-84's) call sign "Gallahad" -

60tL Troop darrier Wing (C-119's sall sign "Lakesides :
317th Troop Carrier wing (C~-119's) ~ call sign "Hl Jimx® i

At 15402 on the 15th of May the formations of aircraft iovolved
ware the Ladenberg Beacon. (See diagram) ieatber at the .
soene of thu accldent has not been acourately detomined, =s there : :
was no official observation snd pilot reports differed widely. /ﬁ o ]
summary of the various cbservations imdicates that thore were 5 J
broken clouds at 9500 feet, 2/8 cumulus clowds st 5000 feet in & layor
of haze. Tisibility reports varled from 3 to 15 miles. It is believed
that the in=fiight forward visibility at 5000 feet at the pcame of Lhe
accidmt was 3 to 4 mlles locking towards the Sun and & to B =iles in
other direstions. Slant visibility Torward and along Lha ground wase

botter 1hsn 10 miles. |

"Lakeside" formation (C-119's) approached the Ladenberg Beacon
from the northeast st 5000 feet while the ™Hi Jimx* formatiom (C~11%'s)
approached fpom the southeast at L500 feet. As these Uormtions sighted

each oty jr Lakeside tumed to a heading of approximately west and
started & 360° turn to the rizht in order to jJoin formation wdth #Hi Jimac®,

wJallahad® snd "Jousin® formations (F=8i's) approsched from the west



ol

A

. s

and slightly northwest, As "Callahsd" passed south of the Beacon the
leader sighted a fommation of 0-119's, apparently "Hi J

called "Cousin® leader and advised that he would descend te LOOO feet-
in order to stay below the 0-119's in the ares, This call was ;
' but *Cousin® leader stated later that he did nol hear

of 0-119's in that transmission. As "Lakeside® started :_m”

At this time the- "Lakeside" formation was on a heading of approximately
8louain® formsaticn wos heading approcimately 27009, The altitude

The
bout. 5000 fest.

"Oousin® formation was slow in breakin; to the right as the alreraft
a

were in a close show formation and the
collisions during the break. With the exception of one F-8%, whish
flew wnder the 0-119ts, "lousin®lsader and the first two fiizhts of fhe

i (
: ' ur g-119ts. Three
others, narrowly misaing the G-119's, broke to the right or down.

L] L
Thﬁ.ntnfﬂl:uu.ﬂ.n“ Green 3 (F-84 Mumber 51-6284) attempted to
Ereak te right tut found the Number 4 alreraft still om his right
wing in close rormation. At the same tims he saw a 2-119 approsching .
almost head on and in an effort to miss it he banked hard left and

applied back pressure.

It is believed that thie P-8L struck the right wing tip of tha lead
#=119 (51-8235). In a steep bank the P-BL then collided with tha Humbar 2
asireraft (51-8241). Apparently the fuselage of the F-8L passed Jjust over
the left wing root of the 3-119 whils the left wing cut diapomally upward
through the forward end of the 0-119 fuselage. The F-85 than snapped oul
af comtrol to the left and the pllot sjected, parachuting to the ground

with minor inturies.

The pumber 2 0-115 (51-82/1) apparently exploded instarmily, blowing
the radio operstor and engineer out of the aircraft. 3Soth parachuted to
the ground with major injuries. Bodiss of the pilot and co-pilot were
found in the wreckage. The lend C-11% (51-B235) tumsd and rolled to
the right with the noss dropplng until the alreraft was in an slmest

3
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vertical dive, at which angle it strusk the ground and exploded. The
engineesr, who was in the lowir compartment, heard the alarm bell and
parachuted from the right paratroop door. BScdies of the other orew
mesmbers were recoversd in the wreckage but not individually fdemtified.
Since the aircraft was cmpletaly demoliched it was not possible to
determines exsetly thas nature and extent of ihe dizage incurred in the
goillinion., Witneases stated timt = 3 to 5 foot section of the right

ﬂﬂlﬁﬁﬂbﬂhw“ﬂm In addition it is possible that
tae surfaces were struck by flylng debrls from tle explosion of

C=119 airoraft 51-824% snd 51-8259 were strutk by debris from the
alrcraft which collided. BHoth aireraft suffered substantial damage but .

were [lown back to Zhein ¥adn Afr Base, where safe landingo were made.
The pilot and crew chief of 8242 received minor Injuries frnn rrm-t-.

Crew members of 8259 were uninjured.

7ollowing the collision alroraft of the 60th Troop Carrlier Wing re-
tuned to fRhelin Esin Alir RBase whiles other formetions completed the miosion.

Personnél who paracimied to the ground were glven an emerpency
treatment by Oerman physicians and later were taken to U5 Military Hospitals,

Filres on the ground were extingulshed by personnel [rom Thein Maln Adr
Baga,
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(Continuation of Section O of AF Form 1i)

1. After considering all svallable evidence the Scard [inds that
the prisary cawe of “he ascldent was failure of the formation leadars
bo observe each other in mufficient time to take effective evusive action,
It is beliswved that they did mot see sach cther dus to hase, partisalarly
the direction of the sun and becauwse they were oriiting in different
directions in an sttespt to join formatica with iheir respective lsad
, 19, It is not known whether the leader of the C-117 formation
w the ek formstion or whether he would have mtiempred to take evasive

action if he had seen it.

2, Secmdary causesi

‘2, Dud 4o weather the mizsion camfander of %he 48th Fightar
Bember Group decided to chenge the P8, rendezvous altitude over Lhe
Ladsnberg Beacon from 15,000 feot to below the clouds (3000 to 4000 faot).
This officer saw a copy of the Twelfth Air Poree CUperations Ordar, but
failed to vead the entire order.

b. Personoel of the L8th Fighter Domber Group Operatlons
Office and 36th Fighter Boaber Wing Uperations Offlce imd read the
Twelfth Alr Force Operations (rder anc were aware of the change in
rendesvous sltitude, Howsyar thic change in altitude was aot coomiinated
with the Troop Carrier wihga or with the Twelfth Alr Force Froject

pificer for the MATSUVET.

g. Operations Orders publisbed by the LE8th Fighter Bombaer
Wing and 36th Fighter Somber jing did nol indicate ths presance of
other sireraft to be over the marshalling area., The formatlon leaders
of these orgasnizations were not briafed on this Informgtlon.

o

d. Statements and testimony were recelved indicating that
the formation of Fefl siroraft from the 34th Pighter 3omber wWing [lew
through oeattered clouds in the vicinity of Ladenborg Deacon shortly
bafore the accident. After considering sll available avidence tho
Board finds that any alleged flight through scattered clouds at thia
 Lime was pot a factor in the accident.
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. That any proposed deviation {rum opeclfied altitude
provialons of an operaticns order poblished by the Eigher Head-
guirters be coordinated with the originstor of the order.

¢s That all wings review the procedure for traumcisslon
Qﬂnﬁlﬂtimﬂ-ﬂuﬂtchmdwnﬁ#ﬂmﬂm _

formation to the missfon commander for planning and & purposes.
: in Lhis canse the lowst ochalons sore not sives isfeormation

Speaifisally
regarding the participaticn of other aireraft.

d. The Board belisves that definite altitude separstion is
necessary in marshalling areas, partioularly when diverse types of
sircraft are involved, Wherever possible separate marshalling areas
should be used for different types of alreraft.

= e. That a central control system be estsblished to provide

Elnmplﬂa control of future cperations of this type. Such a cotrol

= system should include adequste ground to greund, alr to ground, and
v air to air cammunlecations.

f. That under marginal westher conditions sach unit sovigned
to fly in combined mlssions will send ome or more airsralt on a
weather rezonnaissance flight over thu route to be followsed by the
formation at the asalgned altitwis for that unit. Pilote of these
pircraft will report westher along the route, over the assembly point
and over the 1nitisl point. Weather reports will be transmitted to n
pentral contyol point and to the misaisn commander of the unit concerned.

E+ That Jet fighter plloits be fumished adecuate
?::mun fI1nsh burns snd lass of helmet in the form of P=3 halmets with
inar.
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While flying in formation near Fannheim, Germany, on 15 May 1953; this

sireraft was struck by F=8LE 51=628A, The aircraft was cut in two b:l:-lm
impact and exploded in the air. The radio operater and enginesr were blown

out of the aireraft and parschuted to the ground, Doth recelved major
injuries., Bodiea of the pilot and co=pilot were found in the wreckage.

For complete infornation see AF Form 1l and attachments concerning
F=8LE 51-~528A, attached to th's repart,
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This alreraft was struck by fragments from FeBl 51-62084 s.d C=115C
51-8241 which collided while flying in their respective formations near

Marmheim, Osrmargy, 15 May 1953, The pllot and engineer of thies sireraft
received minor injuries, The alrereft wes flown back to Rhein Main Mr

Base whare a safe landing was made,

For complete infornstion see AF Form 1l and attachments concerning
F-fLE 51-5£28A, attsched to this report.
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RESTEICTED (WHIN FILLED iN)

Lazfien (- DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

cheeked on reverse vide gre funtified by this narretive.
ateps taken to ratnguaeh it

This aircraft was struck by fragments from F-8l 51-620A and C-11%C
E1=-82l1 which eollided while flying in their respective formations near
Mannheim, Cermany, 15 May 1953, Hone of the crew menbeps aboard this
giroraft were injureds, They were able to return to Rhein Main Adr Ease

and make & safe landing.

For the comple te information, see AF Form 1l and attec'ments corcerning
F=8LE 51-6284, attached to this report.

Tell in narrative form, ia s much detail 2 secemary, everything that s known abouat the sccldent, Makr crrtuin that items
Li fire wan invoived in sechdest, evpinin in detsil its origin end progres and

RECOMMENDATIONS for action to prevent almilar secidents
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REPORT OF AF AIRCRA VENT
Reg. 61-14 pnd AF Manusl 83-5, “Adscralt fent Investiguton’ Hadbook.”" Fill la all

|_Bitburg AF Base, Germany Bitburg AF Bage, _hmw_,%i%?l_h_ T 7. Date or Asemasy

Thee this form i secordance =ith
wpaces applicable. IIMWEJMﬂmﬂM{ﬂMMhmmWﬂmm
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fnidel ny F-3LE 51-6284 1550 & 15 May 1933
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Crigimal operatiors order specified 15,000 fest over the I.F. with a let-down and
fly-by at lapdstuhl. Prior to take-off and agein in the sir, "Gallahad Leader"®
changed the altitude over the I.F. to 5,000 fest. "Cousin Lesder" entered the area,
passed the I.F., and started a gentle left turn for join-up with "Gallahad®., During
this time & flight of C-119 aireraft wvas encountered causing the F-A's group to

break up. Masber three (3) man in the last fiight of the F-8.'s was unable to svold

a collision. His saircraft struck the lead ship of the C-119 aircraft and disentegrated
upon impact, causing both aircraft to be lost. The pllot of the F-2 received minor

turns but ajected safely.
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foction Di-MEDMCAL OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATIONT

Rocooms nd nuugp-:ruh helmet that will stay on pilot during high speed election. This pllot had a FIA halmet
with chin straps and serew on locks, but still loat his helmet and 0o =ask,

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

JUHN H FHREEMAN
Captain USAF L
Alrcraft Aecldent Inveatigation OfCicer

a/ Robert F. Sturr Jr.

ROBERT Puctimny JH, GANL mEsir (MCY
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[ MED REPORT OF AF nmcmrzfmzm'

Wee thin fovw In mooonlsnee Beg. 63-14 and AF Manus! §3-5, "Alreraft Investigator’ Handbook.” Fil in all
spaces applicable.  IF addivanal whﬂ@mﬂmimh)mmm’hﬂqﬂ seeiicn letter snd submecton oumber.

ef Sextlen h—GENERAL INTORMATION

1, AFPECERNLTE Dirpsnce of Lomnes, Fauw Ts

T, DuTe ar jeosedwe

A5 Hay 1953

L Brymeas |ovesmaired 4SInEsr L Aspwin Bl D08 0F ISR rT
W T g T | L)
|_Enein/Main Air Base heds Mr Base miles
4 TLarE OF AGERENT Mannheim, 5. PLiEE Trre, Movsy, Besies, Eoemas W o Time 1w AmmE
miles west of Germany C-119C #51 8235 1650

& Dasiy DiEseaermon oF Faonmas onn EYer.- 'll;ﬂ'llll U AT

A Jet A/C erashed into another plane of this formstion, glanced off and hit the right
wing of this A/C, causing it to go out of comtrol, crash and bumn.

Serton B—EQUIPMENT AND AIRCRAFT FACTORS
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50TH MEDICAL TOUF
S0TH TROOP CARMIER WING, MEDEUM
AFD 57 US AIR FORCE

1% kay 1953

MEDICAL BSIAIEKELR]

On 15 May 1953, at approximately 1700 hours, nsar Mannheim, CGemmany,
an P=8i type AMreraft collided with twe C-119 type Mrcvaft st approxi-
mately 5000 ft. cauming the three A/C to crash and burn, The pllot of
the F-8L and three (3) of the tim (10) crew mmmbers on the two (-119s
were able to parschwte to safety. The remaining sevem (7) crew memmbers
died when the two C=119a crashed into the groum.

Only two (2) of the dead were positively identified, on which
AF Forms 14~ were £i1led out. The bodies of the remaining fiwve (5),
imown to have been on one of the (-119s were mutilsted to such an extent
thet it is impossible to make pomitive identificatiocos.

Nemes of the five [5) unddentified, known to have besn on one of the
C-119s, are listed below:

(OSBOEN, John W. Lt.Col. Esﬂ.nr Pilot)  AD-371 B&2

Sees. b jEam EER
» - or

THOMPSCON, Carl J. ; {,llﬂ.;l.t-ur} AO-723 208

Schns, Dean O. sn?pa;t Radio Operator) AP-32 215 29|
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MEDIL
thee thdn form in accordamce with AF Heg. A3-34

REPORT OF AF AIRCRAFECCIDENT
and AP Manual -5, “Alrersft Accident Investigntons’ Handbooke™ il in all

afpticehie, :;th.m-mnm-ﬂmwmmmﬂmw.

Bacien A—GENERAL INFIRAMATION

L Bmmos feTEeTug ESE IR

_Ehein/Main Alr Base | Fhein/Hal

[ b Prane Torid, MopaL Sexpms, el Mo

& FLacE oF AoTsast Hannbelm,

miles west of Germany | e-119C §51 8241
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L AFFECEINLTE D-r:.-n‘ e Atrrngwy Faoe In

T. Dati OF AT

15 May 1953

A, TIMN OF &NENEFT

1650

i Beswr [Hsmoros of Farrnes g Evaees Ladaus m Lormd oy

An P8l Jet A/C crashed into fuselage, causing gas tanks to axplode and completely

destroying A/C in mid-air,

Saction B—EQUIPMENT AND AIRCRAFT FACTORE

L Seasm | Nywnam, From | Mmnan, Emrmes Ir[mln_r-_ﬁ [ 2 Wrmses or Passcwrres Pasvaas B | Mvwsas Uem 2
[ TTre B L] o | Oeen Tom Puser [y %Jmmm Tores Mg anes v e,
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Explosion of gas tanks.

w6 un PRETEFIED 1::1-" hoiw men s ol prroned or srerell epEipment, deiads of sirBErR -‘--—i_hﬂt:ﬂ—lﬂl

Ermrucall Y Descaiee D wasl ro

Completely destroyed.
Bfam Rascinis llanssm, areyy Beim

Completely destroyed.

e T ————

Completely destroyed.

Esbwissy Eyrm, llafuis

Gompletely

destroyed.

P i 1 W

Completely destroyaed.
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Dahl, Edwin E it P | 73" | 269 | P {1 P | co-pilet seat | x x - COR_
thrown out by
Battiste, Michasl Afle | FE |70" | 175 | F& (1 F | Nav. seat = _explosion
Gnson, Charles L Af2e | RO |69" | 181 IR/O 1 R |H:m‘ seat R =l &
|
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Use this form in sccordance with AF BReg. 81-i4 and AF Manusl §3-2, “Alrersft Accident Investigators” Handbook.™  Fill In all ©
spared applicable, 1rmwh—-ﬂ*ﬂﬂﬁnﬂm1dm&h proper section letter and subssction rumber.

MEIM REPORT OF AF AIRCRA

Gogliom A—GENERAL [NFORMATION |
L Fpimos (s afrsen el B lmeeeEh F1aTPNE OF Asa T L8 mﬂ"}ﬂ“ﬂﬁﬂ“ P Is
Bhedn/Matn Alr Base I Ehein/Main Air Base "0 miles S
L Fuee o Aoy Mannheim, rlmnrmunm;mﬂt 4, Tims of socmesy }!.mﬂﬂiﬂll-l.i
5 miles west of Germany | C-119C §51 8249 1650 115 May 1953 |

L I_'n-.-nmrﬂ Fursnma ovn ETaws I--ull'H-lu AITEYT

I r A Jet A/C erashed inte two C-119's. The debris caused major dama;e to this A/C,
. but the pilot was able to return to Eh

Air Base and make a normal landing.

Laclisn B—EORIFMENT AND RIRCRAFT FACTORS
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Total A/C received an amount of damage.
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None

FumeloB8 (CaRes

Slight damage.

Pt T4A TSRS S Vil i i o wot o stnctens —

ECITEMTES (WHEN FilLED i)



- - = — T & L .F—F{q-—.—r ;=3 T T = W

o — 2 e
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MEDI REFORT OF AF immﬁ‘fﬂﬂ]ﬁﬁl‘

Tae thin fotin bn eceordamnce with Reg. 83-14 and AF Manual 6335, “Aircraft Accident Investigntors’ Handbook.” FUl in all
apaces applicabile. uﬂmwhm_mﬁmmuﬂuﬂuﬁnmmﬂm letter and pubsection number,

soction A--GENERAL 1NFORMATION
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& Duis DEsrerses or Faorows 390 Evaem Lo /o Aoma?
A Jet A/C erashed into two C-119's. The flying debris caused major damage to this A/C,
but the pilot was able to return to Hhein/Main Alr Base and made a normal landing.

Saction B—EQUIPMEN] AND MRECRAFT FACTORS
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to pee that I cleared him, I released a slight amount of back pressure on

Cousln Leader aoknowlsdged

Then only secands later Cousin Leader called
We started a break and I glanced ahead and saw

In the position T was in; &

At this time I again glanced forward

BEOMBER SCUADECN
TER BIMBER GROUP
IS AIR FORCE
in
15
At the same time T saw one of the airorsft

in front of me, a blue-tipped Zira airerasi, drop down ani start to break
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hesd on inte a C-119.

the formation.
s right snd pulling up, & collision was unavoldabls. Ky

I applied more back pressure on the stick so as to get
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kaep
iaft.
| them.
clock
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rom our
through ana
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Az we rolled out of this turn someons, I belisve it was Jousin
the 3 flights close in front of us going right and wp, with owr rlignt
the stick, as when I looked back I found myself about 10 feet below Cowmsin

up to the lefi to get clsar of our own formation.
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that ba had them in sight.
still with them in Cormat ion.

"0,K. gang break rightn.
Grean Le=adar,
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STATEMNERT

‘I, Captain Leland D. Albright, AQ 808016, am sseigned
12th Troop Garrier Squadron, 60th Troop Carrier Growp (M)
originsl Filot Rating iam 28 July 1943. I hold a Senior Pilot Rating
and have & current Green Inmstrusent Card. My total Flying Time is
twe thousand seven undred and twenty-six (2,726) hours.

I wan the Instructor Pilot of aireraft mmber 51-8245, Blue
Charlis lead. At the time of the accldent I was watching the large
formation of jete approaching from teelve (12} o'clock slishtly low
to the lsad squadron. T heard the jet lesad call for
the jets blossom out into a fan shape. second or &
Jjeta rasmed ohe of the two shipe in the lead element.
blew up snd one spun on, I saw one chute and two (2)
but could not tdll from which afreraft. Sy this time we
the scene and returmed in Squadron fomation to Rhein Eain.

i

b

Additional Statemsnt:

At 1300L time, 15 May 1953, & briefing was held in the
Group Hesdguarters briefing room. It was very complete with

N
Ladonberg bescon on schedule and performed
to get into position. Visibility at this time was spprox. §
I beliave it was ismediately upon completion of this 34600
turn that I first sighted the jete. I do not remamber the heading.
T would estimate the time from first sighting to the impact was 3 to L
ssconda. They just seemed to appear out of the hage, not out of a
cloud, It seemed to me st the time they were low anough to pass under
safaly if they liad gone slightly down instead of breaking up.

This 1o a supplemeniary statewent to the one T made immedistely
after the sccident.

LELAND D. ALBEIGHT, AD BO801b6
Captain usar

e

; PFIAF




ETATENRENT

G Form
725 flying

1646 and & total 1,

do a wing=over to tme right and observed his

right wing tip (about 3 ft) was bent up.

ADDTTT OHAL
I was briafed st 60th Growp Hqe along with all other pilots parti-

saw one jet strike what I believe was Red Atle 2, #2 immwedistely

burst into flams.

gaw ona jﬂp:hm:hdﬂmliul'lﬂnglndmﬂdrmriﬂﬁ

pilot rating is 29 Jan
p i
wing with maybe 6 ft clearance.
I
I also saw Hed
The foregoing statement is vrue and correct to the best of my

The formatica was to form
thr formaticn was to joln the
With the T Tth

the reviewing stand and twn right, clisb

at Landsbuhl AB.

y the "pass™ ovor Landstuhl was to be made at
Both formations wers to procsed on a heading of

elpat for a Fly-
mlﬁ-mmﬂiﬂhm;ﬂr.
TTth | wmation st 5000 £t MSI at the LADENBERG BCH.
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After tho accident ocowrred; the jets coild be heard on radic re=
forming in =mall groups at sbout 8500 f1 MSL, tor own forpetdion pro—
ceeded to descend to sbout 2500 ft MSL, do a turn to the left end re-
form, with sireraft 51-8236 assuming lead position. We then returned
to Rhain Main amd landed. In the process, aireraft S51-826T7 wlth



¢ Ii. Cars F. Montgowery, was hasrd on the radio as circling the
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BIAIEMENI
15 May 1953

I, Captain James F, Hicks, AO 790135 am asaigned to tae 13th Troop
Carrier Sgasdren, 60th Troop Oarrler Group (Medium), My erigisl Pilet
Bating i 20 Novesber 1%44s I now bold a current white Instrument Card,
Mr total Flying Time to dats iz seves munlved and fifty-mine (759) howrs.

I vas Hﬂw_n%muﬂ}-lﬁm
20d squadres (Blus), wvhen approsskisg Lands m.mw
whon one of = jet type alreraft formetion Bt two of the alreraft in
firot squadron, cnusing complete loss of all thres alreraft, The
Ascident coemrred at sbout 1545Z,

The formation approsshed our forwation at about 11 o'alock
lowel, #jﬂrn-ﬂuwum#rmﬂnhunwh

avold collisfien with omr formation,

hjﬂlmu-dhqldliﬁlhhln Ons of ours appesarsd to
havs lest the t wing and tail boem, The other ome of ours maneuvered
into a Split-8 to the right, T¢ sppeared to =5 that I saw fiwe perscunel
jﬁm,hﬂntuwh:ﬂmlutlnﬂuln,ihmtbu

he time of the scoident, as wve were
flying formation and had been eireling previscusly., 1 think cur altitade
|

¢
g
]
;
:

1
b
i



RRERTRE R
HIH S0 NI
i B
o HLUE m_ﬂ_“m“ |
_ nwm u.
mmmu MM uu w
pidink e m .Mu mm““mmm...

m Emwm E“ i i

® wmﬂ_ -u .. muwmmmmm
i ?w hi il

il

5

s o
1BAF

A

Y T SR ST T ] Y



& @
STATEMENRT

T, Captain John M. Watson, AD 799685, am assigned to the 12th
Troop Cerrier Sguadron (M), &0th Troop Carrier Group (M) as a pilot.

1 hold & current Instrument Card Grewun (AF Form 84), My original
pilot rating is March 19L3. Total flying time is 5,320 hours.

On the afterncon of May 15, 1953, at 1300 hours I attendsd a
briefing for a flyty mission at Landstuhl, We wers informed that
thers ¥ ould bo some clouds in the area with the possibllity of showers
and that if weather worsened or locked doubiful we would be celled from
Landstuhl to call off the mission, Cur watches were backed, radio
frequencios were assigned, (we were to use 12th AP COMMON for primary)
and were told to join up at 1500 ft climb to 5000 ft for cruise to
rendesvous, Descent to flyby altitudes to be started on the wey to

the IF.

Teke off was on schedule at 1610 howrs, one sirplane sborting
from sach of the two squadrons involwd, The spares filled the vacant
slots, giving us a full formation of 18 planes. We were to joing
another formation of C=119's from the I Tth Oroup, so when, st arownd
1645, we started s four minute turn presumsbly for Join up, I was not

sed to see a formation in front of us, It was salmost appsrent,
howewer, that the formation was jets and closing rapldly from directly
:l.nt‘rmfmﬂ level with our formations

The vimibility was not bad. OUbjects on the ground were plain up
hlﬁﬂh-,thuﬁnrbﬂnhﬂfmmdﬁdhtuﬂhh-_hn-h
six or seven miles. The bases of the clouds were several hundred feet
above us at our position snd were of cumuloform. Development was such,

: or A/10ths coverage, not any direct
sunlight was lighting up clouds or penetrating to us. The light and baze
jets look like tlack lines against a grey
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is a trus statement to the best of my beiief and imowledge.
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- 16 jets at 11 eo'clock

Imﬂ;ﬂ;nﬁmft.u

(), 6oth Troop Carrier Group (M) as a pllot.
(AF ¥ T
1
ed
flyby

At tha sam¢ instant I

Joe H, Canion, AO 692659, sm assigned to the 12th
"Xeep cocl, break right now",

hhtmwl

At

muMm

1nd g

hﬂhm

4__....‘&_v

3

¥l

ets scattered going over under snd through the formation

m.mm

on of one jet and two C-119's,
I s three (3) chutes open

collisd
two man.

w3

The ubove statement is true and correct to the best of my kuowlesdge.

’éﬂz- H:tl;::ﬂﬂl |

Captain, USAF
AD ﬁﬂ&;\'?
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T, 1/it ¥iton E. “horm, A0 1003202, am sssligned to the
12th fioop Garrier Squadron {i), 0th Troop Carrder Group (X)
as A p "

1 hold & current Instrument Card White (AF Form 8).
Iﬁ#pﬂﬂuﬁﬂhﬂmmu. Total flying time

fm-nrtmmlndnprw-dutnmmtm:t

we heard the lead ship call the lsad ship
and & turn was made in a let dowm to joln them
for the fly over. This was spprox. 1b45. I was perfoming duty as
:n—pﬂutﬁfht—-]l?f! 5, which-was Blue Charlie lead of the
in

I
12th Troop Carrier Sqmdron. We were a
ﬂmﬂ-ﬂuhwummﬂﬁmn. Visibdlity approx. 5

to &6 miles in hage. I don't remember the hesding at the time of the
accident but we had just started descending

in
At rirst sighting the jets appeared out of the haze, level
e

]
filmﬂm-mnﬂ*lmlﬂﬂmﬂddrmdlnummm
appear which turned out to be the jet pllot.
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STATEMNENT

I, Orville Froese, A/1C, AF 18358568, am sosigned to the
10th Troop Carrier Squadron as an serial engineer. I have been
in Alr Force 2§ years and have bean enginser on (-119C ror

The weather was protty nice buv a little bhasy. I don't remember
« I'd guess the vizibility was aboot & or 7 milss.,

saw the jots about 3 seconds before they got to us. They
the same level. At first I thought they were jusi

going to buss us. I heard Captain Zack yell "Oh, my Goa", The first
group want above us, They wore coming in at about the 9:30 or 10:00
o'clock positlon., After the first group pulled up the r=st of them
didnit seem to imow where to go. The one that hit the C-119's wanted

were jets., T didn't notice that they came out of any clouds, they
Just seemed to appeer out of nowhare.

ifter the mccident we left the formation and ceme back to the
basa.

ull W, Froe

ORVILLE M, FROESE
A/1C AP 18358568



officer, pilot of aircraft §526k was fiying

The wndersigned
#8267. The f+rmation wes in a right tum. Houe
MMMﬂwﬂHﬂ:mmlum

Gopilot C. R, Ford was at the controls when I vbserved
formation of jets spproaching spproximately LS® off our nose. The

breakup T saw what appeared to be red lsad, bresk up followsd by an
explogion. Then snother airoraft pulled down and to the right fol-
lowed by smother adnor explosion. This wircraft lost its right wing
and boom, 1 believe, At the time I thought this aircraft was Red #2
Red §2 started tc spiral and I observed two chutes open from this

alreraft. 1 did not see any “"streamers®,
Red 1lsad Meintegrated completely and no chutes were obsarved.

The time of the sccident is spproximated at 1552Z.

T asswmed control of my aircraft and returned with Flue squadron te
Hhein Main in my Alfa two position and landing wes normal.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT

Briefing was Neld at 1300 hrs, 15 May 53. The weather briefed
was cumilus st 2000 ft, 3/B coverage, visibility 8 to 10 miles with
some forecest of rain showers.

Other formation was C=11% from 31Ttk TC Oroup, that was to rende-
vous &t Ladenberg, No other formations were briefed.

Weather at Scenas No haze layers, clouds at lppru:ﬂutllr 5500 't
cumilus, 3/8 to 5/8 coverage, visibility =t Jleast 10 miles,

At time of sccident 60th C-11% were in right tum heading approxi=-
mately 135°, This turn was started rom s heading of 270°, aititude

spproximately 5000 ft.
Formation of jets appesred at first sighting to be heading West
2109 or at aame altitude as lead squadron. Jets did rot a

to come out of any clonds (the Lackground was green forest area). The
time glemant froe first sighting to impact was approxisately 5 seconds,

Thlhdnnutl_hmtmnduurm} the bast of my mowledge.
LOUIS &2 Do

1st Lt, USAP
25724



STATEMENT

1, Captain Franecis G. Muller, AG 711782, am as=zigned to 10th
garrier Squadron (M), wOth Troop Carrier Group (£), an &
(10548). I hold a curreat instrument card, Wnite, (AF Fora B).

pilot rating is@February 19ks. Total (lylng time is
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received extensive damage.
Additicnal Statement:

I was in aireraft 51-8249 Red Beker I position. The accldent
oeeurred at very closs to five thousand feet in the near vicinity of
Ladanberg Beaconu at approximately 1650 hours. Visibdlity 10 miles
or more at time of acciient was geod and the ceiling was well above
us, &t least another five thoussnd feet. I believe the ceiling was
broken. The formation of Jets was sighted by me at 1130 o'clock
coming at our formation on & north heading in a slight left tum.
The jets appeared at first sighting io be a little lower than our

distance

L

Ables IT. I do remember a ball of flame
st the impact of the jet and Red Able TI.

e, %’2/’} i

IS 6. MULLER, AO 711782
USAP



15 May 1453

ATE

I, 1st Lt David P, Sullivan, AD 1910348 am assignec tc Ui

12tk Troop Carrder squadron, S0th [roop Carrler Orowp () as &

pliot.

I hold a current
pilot rating is 12 May 1950.

[LEH B 253
mmmwwumm

After the
AO 1510948

The accident happened so fast that

statement of all incidents.
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The following faste, true snd sorresot to ths best of o¥ Inowlsdps, are
submitted somoerninmg perticipation in the serial review over Landstuhl &5,

Cermany on 15 Hay 19634
1. On the 15th of May 1953, I was designated alternate lesd for 15 Fid's

EIa L

je
=

EEN
- Ao

frem Cheumont, which was %o rendezvous with 16 F84's from the I5th Ftr-Bar WEg.
#endecvous was desigrated st 16000' but dus %o oloud cover it was not adviseble
to olisb through the clouds with 16 siroraft and attempt & letdown with 32 A/C
in show formatiom, with other airoraft in the ares.

2, Briefing for the miseion was conducted in mocordsroe with 48th Ptr-Bar
Op 5.0.P,'s. The teke-off and route to the IF/IVP was uneventful. Oallshad
loader (458rd FES) sentacted "COousin leader" (26th FBW) informing him that we
wyre T minutes from the EVP and recelving ao answer that Cousin sjusdron was also
T minutes from the EVP., We arrived over thes EVF st 15:43 loesl and wheno we
started an erblt to the laft we started to decend at which time I cbserved a
formation of (~11% sircraft at the same altitude. After passing under the
0=119's Zallahad leader informed Cousin lesder that the rendsswous altitude
would be 4000' MSL snd Coutin lesder sckmowledged. :l.'l't-rr appraox 450 degree
turn I obasrved an sir explosion North of our positicn ssd an 3,7 call "I've
boon Mit" with au immediate snywer "hit the silk, bail out of it." I cbserved
3 trails of smoke and fire going down ke the morth of our pouitien, mnid it the
ground with an sxplosion and fire. About 3 ssconds later the largsst of the
groumd sxplosions ccoured. With a delny of sbout 2 or 3 seconds the exp losion

to the right (East) of the biggest ocsoured. There were £/ ! tresssicelons

3, We departsd the IF at 16:57 looal with Cousin squadron reforming im

g

? sbout who was hit and tha number of chutes ocheerved ateo.

trall of wa, TOT wan mads st 1704 local,
4, At the time of the mocldent I sstimste the celling in the area st

ES00' to S000' broken with & hols lmmssdiately ower the JF that sxtendsd to

™ e

i

=



BIATSMENT
shout 10,000" whioh was wary hasy. The vialbllity wes 4 %o 5 milss in smoke
and hate below all aslouds. Horth of the REVP whars the nogident cooured the

oelling asnd vis sppeared to be lower.
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The VIS st the time and the altituds was about 5 to 7 miles,

The radio channel was 135.9.

We rejoined snd continued the flight as briefed maikcing T7.0.T. of

16052

ROBERT M DRANEY
EM: DEAF
AD-81239
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fro= the scene

no cloods sailing abouwt to obstruct onels
The sky was scmewhat hasy but vislbdlity was good.
iously stated, I was approximately 7 to £ milee
acoident. ".ﬂu planes wore clearly visibla and detectsble at
They were {lying at approximstely 4,000 feat,
F. PAUL GIBSON, EA LW29G095
afc Us ARNY

vision.
prev
Lthat distance,

of the
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IT COLONEL  HARION E, BUMNS
LT DOLONEL  JOSE’H T. EHLINGER
LT COLONEL  LEONARD M MCMANUS
MASOR HAROLD D, FEIL
MAJOR LED FLORICK
MAJOR JOIN T, LOGAN
MAJOR ROBERT H. STMPSON
CAPTAIN THOMAS B, XRTEGER

CAPTAIN JOHN H. FREEMAN, Recorder

PRESIDENT: The Board will come to order.

MMtl;ﬁtmmm:ithhtMWEt%
hours, 20 Hay 19 ntnhdnfi:l.n Base, Germany srming
Illlllllﬂf an Iiﬁﬂ;t- accident and to make :'mt-iu:l to avold
future accidents.

Mr. Henry A. Pacluocci will act as reporter.

LIECTENANT COLOMEL WILLIAM H. JOYNER was called as a witnesa, was
oworn and testified as followsg

PERESIDENT: wWill you give the reporter your name?

NITHESS: Lleuctenant ll'rﬂl-:lnvl.'l. Williem H. Joymer, 14034, Headguarters,
Twellth Alr Foree.

RECORDER: Sir, you are advised that the purpose of this Board 1
wmmmmmutuum.ummm
of flying safety, to prevent & recurrence; further, that this Board is
not to obtaln evidence for disciplinary action, pecuniary liabllity,
linzﬂjjfr status, revocation of commission, or removal from the
aotive t.

Questions by the president:

Q Cologiel Joyner, we have Twelfth Alr Fores Operations Order 156-53,
dated 12 May 1953, and we would like to ask you some questions
pertaining to the original order. Cos questlon I :m.ld like to
ask: In enforcing the order, which is retually paragraph
3x(2)(e), "Troop carrier wings to marshal at 'ﬂ.ﬂ foet with 317
Wing leading flight. PF-8L wings to marshal at 15000 [t with 48th
Wing leading. Direct communications authorlised between wings tcC



N -

4 pylity 4 A g m .':#T_.? = o

T T N T

O =D =D O

& &

coordinate detalls of thess flights”, what was your interpretation
of what econld ha suthoriged in direct commwmiestions batwesn

wings?

Colonel Sc the idea doing that was if there were any details
which might 4 which T was not familiar with from the Troop
Carrier aspect and the F-84 aspect, they might deal with sach
ﬂm!i

In your opinion, would it authoriso them to change altitudes?
h‘- drl

Colonal Joyner, did you write the Twelfth Air Foree Operatlions

Order?
Yas, gir.

In regards to tm.wti:n mission on the 1lith, did you issue a
recall for that misalomn?
I did.

And what was the basis for recalling the practice mission?

Well, as I remember—] am not grite clear, but I think Lthat it
was 3000 feet; I thought that was rather low, and it was lowering.
There was supposed to be a forecast for 1500 hours; at 1400 nours
local, I called some of the wings and I had some of the boys in the
office call the cther wings, and we rwvoalled them.

Sussticns by Lt. Colonel MeManus:
as

=

=

= a0

Lt.
How, to the 15th, were yo: to be the person to issue a regall
in the ev
Yeos,

of bed weathert

et
air

What was the weather at Lhe time that a recall would have bem given?

Well, if I might go back just to :larify the actions I took and

Twelfth iir Force took, earlier that moming we started checidng

the weather; at that time it wms 3500 feet to LOOO fest, goling

from broken to scattered with good visibility, ten miles, with

forecast for it to improve. As the afterncon went on, we checked

through the day--not only myself, but the peopls in the 85th. I

want personally at ten o'eclock to the weather office and checked;

at that time the weather was starting to break. #je had a pllotte

report who had flown up in the area, and he said it was good up to

the Ladsnberg beacun with scettered stuff--the weather was scattored.

That was over Landstuhl?
Yes.
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What was it over the Ladenberg beacon or Rhein/Main?
You can't get a report from Manaheim, but from reading the accident
reporte myd everything elss, I understand it was 500C feet broicen.

You didn't have the weather repert at the time of recall at Rhein/
maln; did you check yowr Rheln/lain weatbar?

Yos, sir, I checked it from early in the moming. ALl the bases
that were involved, Chaumont, Lacn, Neubiberg, Rthedn/lisin, were all

In reference to the 15000 feet for the fighter assembly point, this
overcast that was at 5000 feet, in your estimation, had no bearing

tids golng up and coming down?

weathor ot Dandstuhl was good. I would like to add that at the
falt that could be slightly comiro from the tower. I

in the towsr at the time, and we thought we could eontrel 1t,

as f the frequency transmitter went out just

Put the fact that you knew an overcast existed of approximately
five- or six-tenths at 5000 fest--you felt that couldn't stop the
mission?

over the beacon itself that there was no overcast, there was no
westher reporting in that area. I talked to scmeons in an 86 that
had flown that morning and they said the weather was good them.

Questlons Ly Major Simpeon:

Moy I get your commotatlon of "good" there, "clear", or what?
m.‘ ted the visibility was good. They didn't give me any
over Ladenberg at all; they sald the visibdlity was good
and the weather was okay for the mission to be run, and in checking
from the terminal that the aireraft had taicen
off was good and the weather at Landstuhl wag gocd. The weather
in the vicinity, from what I could gather, was good, and the
weatherman in Landatuhl also informed me that the westher was good.
At that time when I checked at one o'clock it was going from 3500
to broken, but he thought it would probably break up
during the day, and it did bresk up in the afterncep., In discussing

it with the pecple in my office, it was decided mot to call it off
minute, hoping that it would break, snd aa il was

cF

o



Cuestions by Lt. Colomel MolManus:

Q

hﬂhﬂh‘n'h

D D =0

O = o e

fme question with reference to the 26's In your operations order.
You gave them no morshalling point, were there to be more Than one

wnit of B-26'0?
H‘J Iih .

They were just to be over targets?

Yen, sir,
uua-mmmrmu:mrmtmmu
the Landetuhl tower?

That'e right.
Do you have any idea as to what altitude thoy had hit the cuter
beacon, the Ladenberg beacon?

and it was decided

No, I dnuﬂ:.. I calked to Colonel MeLaughlia,
:I.n'di:m:ium with him, for him to fly a 1little above the P-84ils,

and fly almost parallel with them, and as he came over the field,
come down and overfly the BL's. That was the way the show was set
ap. 1 didn't put that in there because I discussed that with

Colonel MoLanghlin,

What time was the B=20 formation to be over the target?
1504, I believe,

And the troop carrler was supposed to ba at what time?
1502 for the Light Boamber WWing and 1600 Tor the troop carriar.

That is the cruising spoed of 26's in fommation?
I was told that they were probably arulsing at 200 rdles per hour,
I worked that out and it was eleven minutes from the beason to

Lhe review stand.

The troop carrier was letting down from 5000 feet to 1900 reet ana
there was no prearranged altitude in which the B-20's would approach
the tarpet other then their elevatiom ovar tho target?

Ko, air.

They were not instructed to rly any route prior to the crosaing of
the beacon for the run to the target?
Eo.

If they happened to be & few minutes sarly, they would have bean
milling arcund the Ladenbarg bsacon at any altitude?

&
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couldn't como in, we would atvempt to bring them in, separate them

probably five minutes apart, if contast had been good. That was

4isgussed only, but as it tumed out we saw that the weather was

going to improve and be okay for tns show we didn't even think of
more

you any idoa as to any basis of any clouds that

ve
may have been in the area, even scattered?
A 5500 and going to 42, At that time we could look out and it was
out beautifully over the field,

Jues’ lons by Colonel Burns:

9 When a formation lsadsr finds that he cannot folleow the 1
plan and ho knows this before tuking off for the mission, what is
the proper procedurs that he should follow; abould he call the

project offiner at 12th Alr Force and advise him of any contemplated

changes?
A That would be my contemtion. That is the reason we put the two
mumbers here, a0 we can work out any details of the last minute

Af we have to.

Guestions by Major Simpson:

Q A= to the sxact weather repert, you had an airers.t down at weather
recornal saance, or you got an aireraft report?
i Tas.

What time was thia?
Approxine tely two o'clock—botween one-thirty and two.

|

And what was his report, other than "good" as far az the ovarcast
ms aooncerned?

e
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Major, honestly, I don't believe he gave me & ceiling on that; he
said the westher was good and you could almost see the field from
the Ladenberg beacon. In the weather, the celling was

guch that it was not in a five-thousand altitude zome or fifteen-
thousand sltlitude szone.

Your idea wns for the Jets to stay at 15000 feet and the 119's to
stay at 5000 foet, is that right?
That's right.

PRESIDENT: Ne [further questioms, Thank you.
(The witness withdrew from the rooca)
PRESIDENT: ‘e shall now call Major Hahn.

ALAFRT P, HARN, Jr., MAJOR, USAF, was called 53 & witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:

PRESIDENT: Will you glve the reporter your name, please?
WITHESS: Albert P, Hahn, Jr., Major, USAF, 36th Fighter Bomber Wing.

RECORDER: Sir, you are advised that the purpose of this Board is

to detemmine all factors relating to the accidemt, apd in the interest
of flying safety, to prevent a recurrence; furiher, that this Board

is pot to obtain ovidmee for disciplinary sction, pecuniary liabvdlity,
line of duty status, revocation of commission or removal from the active

list as covered by AFR 36-2,

Quest lons by the preaident:

Major Hahn, we will, in turn, ask you questions. Is there snything
in your statement you wish to ciange?
No, Sir.

In this telephone eall timt you have reported in paragraph four of
your statement, do you know whether or not the information con-
tained in thare "Rendesvous will be underneath the base of the
lower clouds approximately between 4,700 and 5,000 feet over the
Laderberg Beacon at 1543Z"-—whether anybody in your headquarters or
the hesdguarters of the 48th gave that information to higher head-

quarters?
Ne, sir, I do not. The phone somnection at the time was poor and

that's all T could get out of the conversation.
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In maneuvers of this type, previcusly, has it been custcmary, in
nunm.’ change altituades of mardhalling and

so forth on a verbal hasis?
Not that I recall; we had changes very seldom.

Cuestions by Lt Colonel McManus:

> 2 = O D =
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Major Hatm, did you disseminate to the Group '_'th:-rqtﬂt-lr
the entire information contained 1n the Kir Fores oparations

order?

You did write a 36th Wing operations order?
Ko, sir, I did not.

Imlgu brief the Orowp operations officer on the wnite participating
in fly-by?
No, sir, 1 did not.

Then the Qroup, as far as= thsy imew, was the enly wnit to fly in
the fly-by?

wall, thers wers four of us at Ramstein at the time, and I think we
know that other Twelfth Alr Force units would be in review but
where about, we did not inow--Colonel Bumme, Colomel Childs,

Colonel Glover, and myself,

What were thelr respective positiona :I.n the 36th?
tolonel Childe is Oroup commander, Colonel Burna is of the 22nd

Squadron, Colonel Olover hes the Group cperations.

mwmnﬂlﬂhmﬁnhrﬂﬁ:ﬂnhmnﬁm
Ko, sir, we were there on another mansuver.

What was the conversation at Ramstein as perteins to the fly-by?
It was rather general, Aftsr the nansuver brieling we were told
to stop by and get the notes on the coming fly-by on Fridey.

But you did receive a THX from Twelfth Air Force, which was their

operations order?
I received it after the grouwp operstions order had besn written,

The grouy did write an cperations order?
Yes, air, they did, from my notes.

Would you look at this operations order? I% is a copy of the
Twelfth Alr Foree THI.
Yes, sir, I have sear that.
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Jusetions by Captain ¥risger:

Q

T an not exactly clear on this. TYou were the wing operations

officer?
Aszistarnt director of wing op=rastisns.

ind all the notes that went to the group iteelf mas on a verbal
basis from your seratch-pad notes that you received at Ramstein?
Bight. I came back from Ramstein to the operations and briefed
them from those notes.

T see. Was the group operstions officer there with you--did he
receive the same brisfing at Namstein that you recelved?
T don't think so, I think he was in the office but rot in that

coaversat lon.

This operations order, was it sent to the group?
Fo, oir, it was not. At the time T receiwsl it the group

operations order had alrsady been writtem; I saw no reason to
change it.
Do we have & copy of the group operations order?

Captain Pitman does have & copy of our group operations ordor.
(Order is handed to witness). TYes, sir, that is tne fighter group

oporations order.

Questions by Lt. Colonal MeManus:

=
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You saw this cperations order yourself before the mission?
Yes, sir.

You considered it an adeguate cperations order?
Froz what I knew at the time, yeos, s=ir.

You had the Twelfih Adr Force operations order before you saw this

order?
No, sir. I did not, myself. I didn't.

Purther information contained in the Twelith ops order you tiought
was not necessary to be relayed to the group ops to Include It in
thelir oparations order?

Rght , sir,.

This does not indicate to this group that there were othar type
aireraft, P-84's——other than F-3L7a7
That'a right.

B8
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In cther words, Lhoy could assume from this operatlons order tnat
the Bi's wore the only type sircraft to be in that flight?

I think they should assume that they were following tle 48th anyway.
They were the second element in this F-84 fly-by. We had direct
commumications authorlized in the operaticns order; I assumed there
would be several minor changes before the missicn was flomm.

Suestions by Captain Krisger:

g
A

Do you rezember specifically who was called in the 36th Fighier
Bomber Group ags to a changes in the marshalling altitude?

I am not sure. It was Colonel Glover or Captain Clure; I talked to
both of them later on, but I am not sure who took the call at the
time. T talkea to both of them prior to the mission, though.

Queations by Lt. Colonel Ehlinger:

N
A

Major Hahn, they held & briefing at 1L00 howrs; did anyone from

wing operaticas attend the briefing?
Eo, sir. ‘I was there at tha tlme when we were in the process of

setilng up this combat group operations; I was in the building but
I did not attend the briefing.

Queationa by Lt. Colonsl Burme:

Q
ik
4
A

=

Was there some delay from the time the Twelfth Alr Poree operations
order arrived on the base until you received 1t?7
Yen, sir, ouite a bit.

Could you give it the time it arrived and the time you recelved it
in your office?

I found the stalf duty officer signed for the Twelfth Alr Porvce
operations order at approximately 7:30 on the 13th; however, I did
not receive that until the afterncen of the 1lith.

Did the fact that you recelved it at this late time influence your
decision not to pass the information down, amending the infeormation
given previosusly?

ot exsctly. I looked through the operations order and saw no
changes insofar es our fly-by-—at the time there was 10,000 feot
separaticn between the two units. I saw no reason to assome that it
was not adequate margin of safety.

If the 36th Oroup was leading a formation of Jete involving mere than
one group, what would be the normal procedure fram your office to
offeds a change in the rendeszvous point altitude?

I dafinite’y think we would have tried to get more informatiom and

vorified with everyone else,



9 Would you havse contacted Twelfth Alr Force?
A TYes, sir, I would have.

Guestions by Major Simpeon:

s I understand this: you put ocut your operations erder before jyou got

the Twelfth Alr Force operationz order?
A  8ir, T briefed the group operations order and okayed the operaticms

order fram the group that went owt prior to the time T recelived
the Twelfth Alr Foree operations order.

Then in the afternoon, FPriday afterncon at 12, you toock & call from
the L8th, is that correct?
Yes, smir.

Q

K

Q Later established to be Lisutenant Jolonel Jensen?

A Right,

Q And had you seen the Twelfth Adr FPorce operations order at this time?
A I had seen it the evening before.

9

0id the fact that the &0th was to be at 5000 feet and Colopel
Jensen said that the rendezvous would be betwoem LOOO and 5000
feet over the same beacon--did that ocour to you?

A Not st the time. However, I had no reason to believe that the
troop earrier had not been changed also.

Q You didn't question the facts st all regarding the change of the
rendezvons altitodes?

A No mir, it was pretty hard to get any information on the phono and
T tovk it for granted they were leading the P-84%s and would

| coordinate all the details of the misslon and furnish us with

} inatructions they wanted us to fly.

Q You did know, though, befors the 36th took off thzt they would be
rendegvousing over the same point at the same altitude as the &0th,
is that correct?y

A well, I would say I imew the ops order sald 5000 feet, 15,000
feet—the 15,000 feot was changed; as far as I knew, the 5000 had

f besy changed also from what informetiom I had.

The lesad of the 36th, did you pass that information on to him?
I passed it to the group operations who passed it on to him,

P 3

To Colonel Cramer?
That's rlcght.

B 47
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pid Colonel Cramer imow that the 60th would be at 5,0007
No, I don't think he did.

Did you feel it was necessary that he knew that the 60th might be

It- il'm r"“-?
At the time I don't think I even thought about it partieularly.

You were following the LB8th after the rendegvous?
@e would rendesvous with them over a beacon, right, the ususl S0P
is to start calling & few minutes out and make the last minute

changen.

Dos't you feel that it was necessary chat Colonel Cramer should
imow that theres would be other ships iln the area, sven though
he would follow the other ships in rrom Ladenberg?

Yes, I would say it would help. Ve dian't know where the F-85's
wo be, or the B-2&'s.

You kmow, though, that the G0th might be at 5,000 feal?
Possibly I aid, sir.

uestions by ILt. Colonel Bumme:

Q

o

E T =N

When you received the ¢all from the L8th, did you know at that time
that they were electing to change the sititude and it had nut bem
shanzed by Twslith ilr Torge?

T assummsd that they had coordinated all details. They were loading

and we were Jollowing.

+8 the comsunications normaally as poor as 1t was on that aay?
Homally, & call {ram Bitberg to Chaumoot 1= very poor always.

gould that be n detriment in earrying out your operations?
pefinitely. We could have had & comversation over the telephone

if thare had been a good counvet ion.

cuestions by Dolomel Ehlinger:

-
R

This was the only telephome oall betwesmn you ancd toe LELn?
Yes, suv.

Tusstions by Quaptain Freamang

™
b

A

Do you have any other mesns of communizations other than the

telaphonat
I suppose thore would be ancther line that would be bettar-we have

teletypes, s0 Al a telephome c&ll is difficu’t you can confirm it
11



with a TWX, although at that time it wouldn'{ have made any
difference. The call eame throush at lunch hoor and the
briefing was at 2 otclock; I den't think it would have made
any difference-—-the time in sending oub a telotype and getling

an answor back.
Duestions by Lt. Colonel M:Manus:

Q The hﬁ shanged the altitude of assembly prior to becoming eirborne?
A Tes; '3

q  Did you think anything of the chmge that far in advance as to where
they might have gotten their weather Ilnformaticn or why they made
the chanze? Did you check Weather after they notified you of the
change?

A No, sir, I didn't. I think in the leading part ol the conversation
over the telephone there was something about weather, but I gouldn't
get what he wns trying to tell me, I imagine T did asswse that the
wegther mas the reason for the ciange in altitude.

How is the commmication Setwoen your base and Ramstein?

Q

A Very pood.

| Betwoen Chausont and Ramstein?
i I don't kmow, sir.

PHESIDENT: That will ba all; thank you.

(The witness withdrew from the room).
PRESIOENT: We shall now call Lieutenant Golonel Glover.

DONALD 3. OLOVER, Lieutenant Colopel, USAF, was called as 1 witness,
was sworn, and testified as [ollows:

PRESIDENT: Will you give the reporter your name, plagse?

WITKESS: Domald 5. Clover, Lisutenant Colonel, Fighter Group
Operations, 346Lh Fighter Somber Group.

AMOROER: S5ir, you are advised that Lthe purpose of this Board is
to cetermine all factors relating to the acoident, and in the interest

of flying safety, to prevent a recurrenca; furthar, that this Board
4s not to obtain evidenze for diseciplinary action, pecunlary liability,
line of duty status, revoestion of cemmdssion or removal from the active

1list an covered by AFT 30=2Z.
12




Questlions by the presldmnt:
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We hawve the 36th Group operations order here; we would liks to
have you look at it and identify it. (danding dooument o witnesa).
Yos, sir.

Is that genuine?
Tes, sir.

In writing thls operations order, what information did you have--did
you have a Twelfth Adr Force order or did you have a verbal briefing

prior to writing this order?
I had mome notes on a plece of lnmhchplplr.

However, you did not have a Twelfth Alr Force opa order which 1s

this one here, 154-537
No, sir.

e have had in the previous testimony and statements that there
wap a change of altitude at the marshalling point, and we would like
to imow whether you had knowledge of that fact?

Yes, sir, I did.

Did you have that befors the [lignt tock off?
Yas, sir.

0id it ogcur to you to chock whether or not that had bean cocrdinated
with any other headquarters? That is, in this case, Twelfth Alr

Foree?
No. As I recall, we recelved the word from Chowront down to our

'I:!I:.E; ﬂ!;r were lsading the mission-—-I didn't think anything more
i bonh .

Guestions by Lt. Colonel MoManus:

iy

=D

Who briefed the 36th Pighter Bombar Group?
Colonsl Cramer.

Colonel Cramer brilefed Lhem oa the information contalned in your

operations crder?
Yos, sir.

At the time that you wrote this operations ordar, were you aware
that there were othor type alreraft in the rondesvous?

T imew the 86th was taking part in it.

13
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Ths 864% Fightes Dosber Wing?
Yes, air.

What type ol alroralt do they fly?
l'-ﬂﬁ'l-

You had no kmowledge, then, of B=26's or C=119's to be in the
review]

No, mir,.

Where along the suocession of events did you learn that there other

type sireraft?
I, with some othar officers, ettended a breifing at Ramstein; I

ih:i.ul:ltmtnudlr Msjor Thompson, B6th Fighter OGroup, was
driving us around the base--I beliewve that he mentioned that they

ware taldng part in this show.

What time did you receive the first kmowledge that there were C-119's

%0 also participate in the review?
After the sccident,

Then, following along that line, Colonal Cramer had mo kmowlsdge of
any other sircraft being in the ruview?
Not to my knowledge; I didn't give it to him.

THd you attant the briefing conduoted by Colonel Cramer?
Yoz, T did.

There was nothing ssntioned at his breifing as to mny other type
adreraft being involved?
ds I recell, no.

When did you see the Twelfth Adir Force operations order?
Ssturday morning, the date was the 1l6th,

Were you nctified by Major Hahn that that operastion order hed come
in from Twelfth Adr Force?

Friday morning Major Hahn called fighter group operations and talled
with Coptain Cude, my assistant. Captain Cude told me that a
Twelfth Air Force ops crder had arrived and it confirmed the

rendezvous paint as Ladenberg beacon. I saw the Twelfth ops order
in a THE form Saturday morning st Wing Operations. Major Ellred,
Asgistant Wing A-3, had it on his desk.

You made no attempt, then, to read this operations ordsr to douhle
check your operations order?
No, I didn't.

1
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It was aveilable to you all day Friday to read, was it not?
t“. ﬂ.-'l.‘- il

A1l day?
I would say noon Friday, I don't recall--I would say arcund noon it

same,

Quastions by Majer Feil:

g
A

Golonel, do often publish a group order before you see a Twelfth
J!:!H;lup:“:rdlr; ig that a usual occurrence?

It is pot a usual oceurrence; it does happen, We receive directives
b talaphone from which we norma) 1y pass on to our squadrons by
telephone, we puhlish an ops order, normally, after we recelve

the formal ops order. At this perticuiar time, as far as I kmew,
all we had were these notes we had got Irom the Twelfth.

Questions by Captain Krieger:

Were those your perscnal notes) did you compile the notes ar were
they second-hand notes received from someone else?
Sacond-hand. I believe Hajor Hahn got them from—-I don't recall
his name, but he iz a Captain in Twelfth Air Force.

And you in turn received them from Major Hahn, is that right?
Yas.

Questions by Major Simpson:

i =i O = D

Did T understand you to sgy that you were at Twelfth Air Fores also
with Major Hahn?
I"j 'iri

Tou attanded the bhreifing at Twelfth7
This briefing I attended had nothing to do with tae fly-by.

You had no informstion at all sbout the fly-by?
1 heard there war going to be one.

Did you hesr at that time the units pacticipating?
Ho, sir.

Questions by Captain Freeman:

Q
i

Do you happen to know if Major Hahn's notes mentioned the other
sircraft or were his notes concerned only with your own station?
1 hawe the notes back in my office; thay specify the LBth would
have sixteen F-0l's and we had sixteen,

15
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lio other mention of other alrcraft?
No, =ire
Da

happen to ‘mow who it was the briefed Major Hahn st Twelfth?
Immmmmmdﬂdnbﬂﬂm;nmw
there talicing with people we imew. He was talking with Coleonel
Jeyner and I don't know whether he talked with this Captain ar not.

- FRESIDENT: No further questions, Thank you.
(The witness withdrew from the room).
FRESTDENT: We will now call Lt. Colonel Cramer,

DARKELL S. CRAMER, Lt. Colonel, USAF, was called as a witness,
wWas sworn, and tastified as follownma

PRESIDENT: Wil you give the reporter your name, please?

WITMESS: Darrell S, Cramer, Lt. Colonel, USAF, 53rd Fighter
Bomber Squadron.

RECOEDER: Sir, you are advised that the purpose of this Board is
ta determine all factors relating to the accident, and in the interest
of flying safety, to prevent a recwrrence; furthar, that this Board is
mot to obtain evidencs for disciplinary actlion, pecupiary liability,
line of dity states, revocation of commission or removal from ths sctive
1ist as coversd by AFR 36-2.

Questions by the president:

Q We have a statement thai you wrote concerning the accident. Are

there sny chmnges you wish to malke in 1t?
' No, sir. .

We also have a copy of the 36th Oroup order, 5053, We would like
to have you confirm that that is the cperations order that you had
(Handing document to witness).

Yea, sir, tids is it.

=L e

We understand that you conducted the briefing, is that correct?
That is correci,

In eonducting this briefing, ss far as complying with this ops
order completely, did you do that?

I believe there were two exceptions there. one, the ops stated
the 53rd would furpnish four aircraft and be the second flight,

- O o

16



| =]

> 0 F O Fo -

Between the 36th Fighter Bomber Group operations, Colonel Glover,

As far as the sctual sccident, you sald you ssw the C-117's belowr
do you recill the sltitude at the time—-I imow it's difficult, but
you don't state any altitude right at that time, we would have to
assume that you wers at 5,000 feet.

That is correct, yes, zir.

As far as you know, you were on 5,0007
Yes, oir.

Whan you saw the C=119's, you were still a little high=--I1 mean your
particolar f1ight?
Highar than the C-1191a7

Yos. As in your statemsnt, "...until from balow the nose of my

I.il']ﬂm-u" ;
Yes, sir, we ware in a turn, banked up, and looking out in this

direction. It looked to me as though they wers just a little bit
low. I mesn that they were bask in the direction where--in looklng

out at a bank, they ware below the ncse of the airplane, not
necassarily in altitude.

Questlons by Lt. Colonel MoManua:

g
|

When did you receive your copy of the group operations order?

The exact time, I don't imow, It came inmto the scuadron, it didn't
coms to méj; it came 4in through owr ragular courler service, What
time it was received there, I don't kmow. Later, when I found 1
was to lead the mission I immediately got the cperations directive
and got other information that would ba nacessary for the briafing.

You, at the time, were at Squadron Operations when you started the

pre-briefing work?
Yos, sir,

it
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Did you have occaalon to talk to the group operations afficer during
your planning periad in reference to other information?
Tos, that telephons call when he callsd to say that the rendesvous

altitude would be below the overcast.

Did he state at that time that there would be a Twelfth Adr Force
eperations order on the field?
No, sirs

You had no kmowledge of an operations order from Twelfth Alr Force?
Ho, sirj I didn't even ask If there was an operations directive

from Twelfth Adr Force.

A1l you knew, then, that the review was for the retirement of
Ganeral Rich and that the Lfth and 36th would put the fly=hy on?
That's corrent. ;

Had you heard that there would be any other type sireraft in the
rovisw?
Ko, sir,

Then when you were told that the assesbly point was to be at 5,000
fest, or below the overcast, it had no significance to you as far

a3 anybody else was concernedj you thought that was clear?

That's correct, with the exception that I heard at first 15,000 feet,
I thwught in my mind "That's a pretty steep descemt™; 15,000 feet

is quite high, but before I had time to question or think of it, I
had information that I wonuld go below the overcast,

Do you know who determined that the sltitude for the remdezvous
wou'd be 15,000 feet?

Tha opes dirsctive.

You thought, then, that was set up by your groupj that altitude?
I asswmmed it was set up by whoever put on the mission, -

But you had no idea that there was agy other directive other than

your group operations order?
I don't understand the question correctly=-I assume that it was a

directed mission from Twelfth Alr Forca.

I will ask you again. All you saw prior to your take-off, then,
was this group operations order?
That's correct.

Ang you bad mo knowledge of any other operatisns order being om the

baza?
No. 1 didn't guastion whether there was ancther operations ‘lrective

on the basa,

18



-

O = 0 P 0 = D

= B =0 PO D

e =]

When you first read 15,000 fest and you questioned it in your min:,

did you question group operationa?
h,bﬂﬂiﬂhdmmwhbﬂww overcast, It

was no longer a point of intersst,

!‘hnh-npurﬂtimm-ﬂﬂhﬂ.ﬂ-? What time did you receive
it?

Around ‘noons

What was the time interval bstwsen the tims you receivad the
maplrltiuunﬂhrmdthlﬁnmhldthlﬂm

Perhaps sevaral hours.

And this 15,000 struck you immediately when you read the group
operations? : .
I'IL‘.. Ii'l'-

Put you did not check with Group?
I intanded to & thct. Those points, I thought, would be discussed

at the group briefling.

Whan did you assume the group lead?
Shortly before the lunch hourj I am not positive.

And you intended to clarify this sltituds bafore you briefed?
That 18 corract.

What time were you scheduled for brisfing?
Thres c'clocks.

Did you check the weather in the nssemhly point yourself? Prior to

take off,
Only on weather ssquence; orly in the regular weather farecaster's

report. .

What was the wosther given to you?
Broken sky condition around 3,000 or 4,000 feet in the Hannheim

area==feidalbarg, Rhein/Main weather, Landstuhl weather, and I
balieve those were the only ones they gave me,

Did you think anything more about the assembly altltuds aftar you

read that weathsr sequence?

No, becamse at the time I was told we would rendeavous halow the
weather--thay had determined thai we would rendesvous belov the
overcast. My interest in the weather then was just asademle, just
1o ses how low il would be.

18
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Would you describe the type of formation the [ighters got?

We call it the Tinger=tip formstion; it resesblesa the way your
fingers sre laid out on your hand. This was drawn by a draftsman
to give position by name (indicsting chart). They are stacked down
in strings.

Questions by Major Pell:

Q

= 0 O RO =

Did you recéive first your notification that you were going to be
the group lsader or the notification of the chenge of altitude at

the rendeswous; do you recall?
The notification that 1 was going to leads

You recelved that [irst?
As best 1 can remember, both of them were during the lunch hour.

You briafed the pilots solely, then, on the group ops order?
That's correct.

Do you remember who gave you the information of a remdezvous being

at 3500 feet?
Colonel Glover.

Questions by Hajor Simpson:

Q

A

o =]

Colonel Cramer, did you have any other information, hearsay or snythlng,
to the effect that there would be other ships besides the two fighter
groups in the {ly-by formation?

No, I ddn't. Several days previous to that date I heard we would
have 8 flv-by in & general conversation snd rendezvous at Marmhaim

at 15,000 feet. The 15,000 feet seemad guite steep at that time.

But you ddn't know what groups were partlcipating or how mamy or

anything?
No, sir, I was given a rendezvous time at the same time they sald
we would rendesvous below the overcast, The time is not on the directiwe.

What time was that?
Forty-three minutes past the hour, I arranged to arriw at the IP
at forty-three minutes past the hour;

concernad as to how we would L1y, the -=Lhe
infoemation, I believed that we

wae all regular S5UP. Well, this in the statement; we
minutes out from the bescon when I changed freguencies to 135.9 and

the squadron wvent over at my siguelpy we had radio check in the squadron.
The flight lsaders chacked in and Gallahad called me and I told him I
was approximately seven minutes from the beacon and he told me he was ten

20
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Questions by the president:

=0 = o

Whon you firet observed the C-11%'s, would you say thet was sbout

mm-ﬂ-ﬂuu:lﬂh? Mo -
It i ble to tell accurstely amile ause
Ilmﬂifﬁmﬂ.h would be the hut'..:ufn I eould make, It could have
been half a mlle or three-guartsrs.

' time during that twrn, do you recall going through any clouds
that would have obscured your visibility?
During the tura?

Questions by Captain Freeman:

Colonel Cramsr, I have here a statement from ome of the pilets in
your formation. I will extrsct the pertinent parts: "We executed

& steep turn to the left from our preylous headiag of 100-120 degrees,
During this turn I remember passing through and meer some very small
cloud formetions, The visibility below us was siightly restricted lgr
haze®. Do you have any comment %o make on that statement?

The only time I was aware--in the first place, we didn't go through
any clouds; there were puffs of scud there. only time we came
close to these puffs of scud was at the time we were proceading into
the initial point at about §,000 feet and that was at the time--I wanted
to make certain that Gallahad was at 5,000 feet

him, and asz we ware coming into the IF area--if you hawe seen them,
they are Just thess 1ittle puffy hunks of scud,

Then you state you did not fly through any of these pulfs of scud
ﬁmmmnmmmutmtuu—mr

Ancther statement from a pilote—you are welcome to examine the
whole statement ﬂﬂuﬂlh—'jﬂ.ﬂ the take=off we joined up and
procesded to the beacon. After passing over the beacon we started

a left turn. During the left turn we passed through two zlouds at
5,000 feet. Shortly aftsr passing through the second cloud the leader
sbruptly leveled his wings and them called a right "break®™. Do you
wish to make any comment on that one? I realize you may not remember
b passed these; it is also posmible that you were stepped down.,
No. %o start with, the clouds, if there were clouds there, snd the
type of clouds they were, they weren't physically, bodily, cloudsj
Just puffs of scud, UAs we approached the beacon I requested that
they would be sitting, watching us pass the beacon. AL that time,

ag ] said bufore, as we came into the beacon area we paocsed through
this area shortly past Mannheim approsching Ladenberp where these
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puffs were, and it was ten or fifteen seconds after that or longer
that we started our tum to the left., After I started owr twn
the left, I remember paseing no clouds,

g 5
:
b
‘

this & matter of record, I would like to read
te, and if you like, yJu can make a comment on
or five at the same time or make no comment at all, as
approached the IP, 'Gallahad' leader called
said that he wes circling the IP to the left
underneath the scattered cloud layer. Upon
started a turn to the left and flew through a
After approximately 180 degree turn 'Cousin!
called 'Cousin Break Right Now'®, The fourth statement from
t in formation: "We orossed the 1P (ILadenberg Beacem)
approximate heading of east in the vicinity of L,000 feet,
left climbing turn, passing thru scattered light
process., After corpleting about 180 degrees of turn,
and emerged from the scattered deck at stovt 5,000
sibdlity 1 would estimate to have been 3-4 miles at
sition." The fifth statement, also from a

3 " recall seeing a relative bearing of
R-ﬂuhtﬁﬂl‘ﬁ&ﬂhﬂblﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ“
left, Cousin leader called us to "stack it
rather steep left twn. We passed thru some
and then eased off the bank. Cousin leador called
gang, break right now'.® I read those to make them
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suddenly "Coumin

a matter of record for any comment you wish to make.

I realise that everyone has their own impressions of what happened
mn-milhmm:uuplﬂ-thuthim;w
has, perhaps, their owm idea. I did net make any redio call for
Cousin to steck it up, Cousin was still stacked down as we went
into the turn and as we completed the turn they were still stacked
dosm, I think every pilet in the ndssion, including that one, if
Fou will talk to him, will realize that le wes stacked down. The
;ﬁfﬂﬂnﬂhmfﬂtiﬁnwmﬂmwminmﬁmu

That is confirmed by other pilots,

Each oue is giving his impression of what happened. My impression
what herpemed, the highest point we got was just belore we pot
into the beacon area and it was then that we passed through these
wisps of denser haze than the hase in which we were f1 « We were
approaching the bottem of the build-ups; we descendsd at 5,000 feet
but we were not in a descending turn. We were at 5,000 fest before
they called "boggles"™. Until the time the collision came about we

did not jass any puffs.

8,
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the
your radlo check prior to approaching the beacon; the last
t had checked in to you on the same frequency?

Well, it was a seven minutes oute

From that point until after the accident, had you changed your group
to any othar frecquency?
h, mlrs

You ware on 135.97
Yea.

There is not a possibility, is there, that Lisutenant Holley or
Chilten might have been on a different frequency?
There is s possibility. I think it was Lt, Holley who called

the boggies.

But thare is a possibdlity that Lt. Chilton may have been om &
different frequency than youj he would have had to chanpe on his
owm initiative and not on order from you?

He would have done it on my order to 135.9.

Did you get anything from 135.97
From the f1ight leaders.

Do the f1ight leaders get a radio check?
“l'.'l, ﬂ-rl

:
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Guestions by Major Fells

Q Do remember, by any chmee, what position you wers in when
1sadar called you and said he was descending to 4,000
foot?
A We were right near Mannheim, slightly croszing the south edpge of
Mannheim.

At what dl titude were you at the time?
EENHE'EMI&H-

How fer would you estimate you wers from the bescon?
About forty seconds.

Did you immedistely start your let-down at that time?
That's right; however, I did not get a donfirmation from Oallahad

that he was going to let-down at that particular time because he
was told those weren't 8L's, those were 119's.

MAJCR STMPSON: You might resd paragrach L of Gallahad Leader's
statenant.

GAPTAIN FREEMAN: Paragraph L of the statement submitted by Lt.
Colonsl Jensen: ™hep about three (3) miles directly South of the Ladeuburg
Beacon (st spprox 1643L), and about to start an orbit to the left, I
observed a formation of G-119 sireraft (initially mistaken for Cousir
formation wntil closer in) approaching frem the scutheast and slightly
above our altitude. I immedistely descended to LOOOD feet MSL and
continued sy ortit to the left, informing Cousin Leader that 1 wus
descending to and would orbit close in over the Beacom at LOOO feet
in order to stay below the C-119 eireraft in the area; Cousin Leader
ackmowledged this call, COther formations of twin-engined aircraft were
obaerved in the ares, all at higher altitude = the axact nusber and
posi tions not now remembered."

e

A Are you asking me for comment on that?

Q It was along that same line.
A I think, as 1 stated, it was almost verbatim the way the radio

tranamission was made; he said;, "I am over the Ladenburg beacon--
thres miles". To start witi, he wouldn't go right stralght scross so
that if you are going to orbit the turn, the radius of the turn is
#ix or seven miles across; he wuld go south, and he would make a
position report as I would, If you were at the beacon you would
consider that ynu are at the rendesvous point. When you say you are
sver the beacol. it doesn't mean you are right here, it msans you are

2
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approximately sbout two miles off or around thet. I think the

exgression in the statement that I have made there that he called

and sald, "I am over the Ladenburg beacon and I am turning left" and
in

Questions by It. Colonel McManus:
was

the first indication that you had that there were going
to be other alrplanes in the area?

Mo, After we had got in from Landstuhl ares and into the beascon,
which is about five or four minutes flying time, or from the

area, the radio was loaded with other transmissions; I knew
that there were othor formations., As we were approsching the area I
saw other gireraft. T was looking for Gallahad and I could see
these other formations, so I kmew there were other aircraft in the
generzl srea therse; at the rendesvous point I didn't lmow.

E

Questions by Major Fell:

b=

<
A
|
A

Approximately how long after this radlo transmission--what was the
time interval between the transmission and the ccllison?
I would sstisate from the first transmiszion to the actuval collision

about two minutes,

Is that the transmission that Gallahad leader gave wnep he said he
was going down to L,000 feet to avold the others?
I didn't hear his say that; he said I was below him @nd he would

descend.

When you heard that transmission you were at 5500 or 58007
Yes, sir.

At the tims of the collision you were gt 5,000 feat?
les, sir,

Questions by Captain Erieger:

What would you estimate the visibility in the area was at the tima?
I believe 1 estimated six to eight miles. That is a rether hard
thing to say; it depends largely on tho direction in which you were

looking.

Into the sun what would you say it was?
Nil, almost,
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At the time of the collision you were heading approximately west,

q
is that correct?

A& That is right.

Q  What was the wipibility then; st the time of the collision, loeldng
into the C=11% formation?

A Bix to elght miles.

qQ And was thare tha typical Rhein haze lgrer?

A Thlnmtrpurnlunﬁ-thﬂmhmwuﬂﬂﬂdmwmm:
type you had over Wissbaden this morning.

&  What was the base of that stuff, approximataly, could you differentiate
;h 'mwtwmmthtm we had formed up and going

A onn Anawer a n o
back in, by the time we went below L,000 or slightly lower than
li,000 in our course towards Landstuhl. The visibility under there
was, I would guess, a good twelve or fiteen miles. We could see
the construction area at Keiserslautern shortly alter we passed the
moentaine here going toward Kaiserslautern.

Captain Freeman:

Q  What was your indisated air speed between the time you passed Ladenburg
beacon and the collision? |

A Three hundred to 380 miles per hours.

Q They are ealibrated in miles per howr?

A Llast's right.

§  What is the distance between elements? In other wards, would the

=

L

white flight be at liberiy to pull up and pass you, Or once you
are in you are pretty well there?

Ton could do ii, but it would be a pretty dangerous maneuwver., It
is possible tut very dangerous, plus tha fasct that you have the
jot wnsh ahead. When fly at 380 mlles per hour you get a

pretty good bang out it.

Could you eatimate the approximate angle betweun the C-11%
formation and your formation?
They were about ome o'slack.

That would be their eleven o'clock?
ng on the relative position. Perhaps 1 could illusirate
that with the models: I didn't see the whols formation, just the
first units of the formation. When I firat ssw the airplames we
B
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degree bank approximately like
flying a course that

hers
bringing them out in fromt of me in this manner and I figured
that 1f T continued my turn I wou'd be turning right into them, and
up e so that they would be in front

hand snd indicate that?

:
|
;
g
5

then. I thought turning in this direction=--their arc was in this
direction--that we could get to tha outside of thelr arc and over
then az we turped in this way.

How close did you pass thia lead ship?
About 150 feet.

About where your model is right now, then?

- As soon as 1 started to roll I lost sight of them because the arc

of the nose of my aircraft was something like this. Then I could
see in this direction only.

Questions by the mresident:

There is one question I would 1ike to ask. Is this about normal

as far s your take-off time with relation to your rerdezvous time--
in other words, your stetemsnt ani also other ststements say you
had about 13 minutes there before setiing couwrsse. Is that about
standard or 1s that an unusual time to be circling a point?

I thought we had eight minutes for taxi and eight minutes for aet
courss, or a tobtel of eightsen minutes.

You state here that you were actually at the rendezvous point one
minute shead ¢ set-course timé. Is that standard or an early
errival?

That was about rtandard.

FRESTIENT: Any Durther questions by any member?

You are excused., Thank you.

(The witness withdrew from the room).
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PRESIDENT) We will now ecall Lisutenant Peck.

EARL 0. FECK, lst Lieutenant, USAF, was called as a witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:

PRESIDENT: Will you give the reparter your name, please?
WITNESS: Earl G, Peck, lst Lisutenant, USAF.

RECOROER: You are advised that the purpcse of this Board is to
determine all factors relating to the accident, and in the interest of
flying salety, to prevent a recurrence; further, that this Board is
wot to obtain evidence for disciplinary sction, pecuniary liability,
1ine of duty status, revocation of cormission or removal from the active

1ist as covered by AFR 3%-2,

Juustions by the presideat:

g Lt. Peck, we have g diagram on the board there; will you confimm
that t-hu{ was your position in the formation? The distances arem't

right.
A TYes, sir, that's right.

We have your statement here that was written May 1l5th, Do you want
to change that in any way?

A Ho, sir, I believe that is accurate to the best of my kmowledge and
belief.

q We omn see by your statement that you were pretty busy about then,
Is there anything you can add=eeyou’were the one who went under the
C=119 formation=--as to how vioclent a mansuver you had to make to
gt undernesth?

A It war an extremely viclent maneuver. When Cousin Leader callad
"break right®, I, of course, had to hesitate because of my position,
and 1 saw the right wingman start off to the right and the white
leader start up. I wes under red element and they had not mowved
yet, I glanced through the wind scresn and saw 119's very close
at 12 o'clock and I ducked the stick and snapped left and back up

agein to iejoin the formatlon.

You narrowly averted a collision. Could you put that in feet?
No, =ir. It is pretty difficult. Of course, all I had was a
fieeting impression of the situationj perhaps one of the crew
members of the 119's could give a better description of how close

the 8l's cama.

=
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Quastions by Lt. Colonel MoManus:

q
A

=

In that split-second vision, you only saw one airplane?

Yes, sir, at the instantj I had sean more before that, Of course,
when you are flring in formation you ars not looking shead all tha
time, I sew & group of 119's and it seemsd low enocugh at 12 o'clock
that we could cléar thea, a fow seconde later, Cousin Leader
called "break". Iﬂmﬂnh-ﬂq:dm.l 19 filling the wind
BCT O . -

=

Do you

Yep, oir, I d. I understand
then saw t

rolled out and snapped undernsath,
gech as he could,

Cass went underneath also?
I believe #oj I couldn't be sure, but that 1s what I understand.
I undsrstand that Hlue Leader went over,

LT. COLONEL BURNS: 1 belisve Cass stated here that he barely went

over the C=119 and the wingman went undar,
Questions by Lt. Colonel McManus:

.
i

Which wev did your White Leader go?

He went up, §ir, . Eed Leader pulled up and the element & 1little
bebind him, and 1 couldn't pull up because I wasn't clear of Red
element flying in close trail stecked underneath. I didn't feel
that I could break right safely because my wingman was right there,
It was & snap declslon to do what T did.

Questions by Captain Erieger:

Q
A

i

O -

I was wondering here. You say cfter you passed the beacon you

were heading roughly east after you passed the beacon?

les, sir, wo approsched the bescon, After beacon passsgs we started
a left turn: I balieve that is correct, but most of my precccupation
wes flying the formation,

Tou stated that was a climbing turn. Was that a sensation or do
you believe you were in a climbing turn?
I belisve I was in a climbing turn, yes, sir,

What would you estimate the visibility would be in the area?

Wall, it wvaried, is is typical of the Rhein valley, there were
patches of hase. It seaned to me we passed through a little
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sesttered deck of cumulus, We pansed through a light scattered
deci of cumulus, snd upon emerging from the deck the visibility
seemed to be three or four miles in that immediate ares.

Did 1t restrict your visibility any?
If it did, it was only momeotarily.

Questions by Captain Freaman:

-

> O PO = O O

i

0 =0

Your stetement says "...passing thru scattered 1ight cumilusees™s
As I read that I understand that you actually flew through the

m-
1 did 4n my position, Of courss, they were so small and light that

it 1s possible that the leader never lost the three miles visibility.

il::rmmtﬂly flew through some azall clouds in this process?
s HiT,

fow long would you say you were in am one small cloud; one second,

two seconds?
Not more than one sscond, I would say, sir---very light cumulus,

One second as far as any one cloud is concerned?
:ﬂl’. -li.r-

But you seld "..ethru scattered light cumulus,.,"; does that mean

more than ons?
As 1 remember, 1 remember clonds passing my windshield, and I had
the impression of seeing scettered cumulus at our level.

Not more than one second in my one cloud?
That's just en estimate, sir. One second con seem liks & very

long time st times,

What was your indisated air speed =t the vicinity of the beacon?
I would say just under LOO,

Would 380 to LOO sound right?
I"E‘ ﬂj-rll

Guestions by Captain Erisger:

<

IMd you personally experience any restriction of visibility because
of flying through thls scuddineas?

3l



Well, =ir, as you andoubtedly realise, flylng White 3, your com-
centration is almost entiraly or the leader. 1 wasn't looking
particularly to ses objects outside the aircraft except sy lsader,
and I couldn't say whether my visibility was restricted or not.
Actually, the first time when I saw the 119's, they were =t 12
o'clock, and I glanced out and saw them, and I wouldn't estinate the
ﬁﬁm:,hiﬁq-dfrw:nﬁln'Wﬁl}nmﬂd
clear them, The next thing, Cousin Leader called.s bresk and I
hdtﬂﬂmnﬂhlﬂﬂllﬂ;ﬂ#ﬂ?l—ﬂihhufmtd

ma,

Questicns by Lt, Colonel Eurns:

Assuming these are the lead sirplunes, where, spproximately, aid

your sdirplene pase?

I o't be sure. Tt was just a fleeting glimpse of a bunch of
in front of you=-it seemed as if I pussed somewhat in

glrplanes
this manner (indicating).

In spealing of this light cumulus, would you say that your passing
there cecurred close snough to the time of the collision to have

anything to do i th the collision?
No, sir, I think we were out of the clouds--what clouds there were--

long esough to have seen them at sufficient distance to clear them
without any difficulty.

Questions by Major Simpscn:

Q

A
Q
A

=i

Dy you have an instrument which measures "G" force?
Iﬂﬂ-* d—rl

Does it retain that record?
Soms do and some don't. We have some O meters which has a needle

thet stays at the highest Iniication.

Negative G's?
Yes, sir. One that fluctuates and that remains at the highest

registared point, but ‘the meter that I had at that time wes not
that type.
You can't tell much when you are in a tight twn or something?

You can glance down and get an idea, sir. If you pulled mmr‘t-'u,
you wuuldn't know how many you pulled, sir.

Could you estimate how mahy negative G's you pulled to go mnder thds

gireraft?
Thet's ifficult because the negative G forces weren't applied for
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ufficient leongths of time to cause the red-out condition, I think
my snap to the left was more violent than any negative G force to
duck under.

The flight behind you was lowar?
Yes, sir.

Do you think they could have gone under aleo?

Yes, sir, but as you undoubtedly realize, it is pretty difficult to
make & decision right et that instent in that short time.
FRESIDENT: Mo further questions. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew from the room).

PRESIDENT: We shall now adjowrn until 1 o'elock.

(The hesring adjowrned at 1125 hours, Z May 1953).
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20 May 1953
1400 hours

PHESIDEN:: The Board will come to order.

RECORDER: A1l members of the Board who were prepent st the tume
of the recess are again preseut.

Lot the record show that we have a change of veporters. MNr.
Bernard W. Nyes will substitute for Mr. Henry F. Paoluced.

COLONEL LUCTON NELSON POWELL was called &8 & witness, was Sworm,
and testizied as followa:

PHESIDENT; Cive the reportar your name.

FITHESS: Lucion Nelsom Powell, Colonel, USAF, AQ335768, Headquariers,
317th Troop Cariler Group. it

HECORDER: Do you wish paragraph 35 to be read?

PRESLDENT: I think so.

HECORDERs 5ir, you are sdvised that the purpose of this Zoard is
to determine all factors relsting to the accident, and in the inversst of
flying safety, to prevent & Tecurrencej further, that this board is not
to obtain evidence for diseiplinary mction, pesunisry lisbility, line or
duty status, revocation of commission or removal from the active list.

Guestions by the President:

Q Colonel Powell, we have & previous statement that you maie to us at
our reguest, both on the weather snd on your redic logs. I8 thers
anything here that you wish to change ot this time?

A Nothing.

*] Are you faniliar wath this operations order? This 15 & =scpy of the
THL Jperstions Order we received here and I would lika to know iI
you received that down in your headquarters.

A 1 received an Operations Order from the 31jth Wing--not in such
detail or in the exaoct forz as this. However, it gave tZe 11T¢h
Wing Mission, the GOth Wing Migsion, the frequencies, rendesvous point
and altitude, target time and stated that B=26's would participate,
gave a target time and an altitude over the target for tae B-26"8;
That F-24's would participate, giving a rendesvous altizude of
15,000 feet and a target timej that F-86's would partic.pate, E2ViDg
a target time. Uy order gave target times and altituds over the
targst for all participating uniue; it gave the Ladenberg Beaocn as

Ju
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the place of rendesvous; it gave altitudes of rendezvous for the
§0th and the 517th, the altitudes for the F-84's--no other alti=
tudes. It didn't specify any rcutes to be flown other than the 1P
t¢ the target which is generally on the east-to-west heading. This
is the copy of the order I received from tne wing. (Handing peper

to the president).

Did you subseguently put cut a group order?
Here is s copy (handing paper to tha presideni).

Were you present st the briefing?
1 was. The group order is written to alert the squadrons, to sel

up the mission. The details are given out at the briefing.

At the time, did you kmow how many aircraft would be in the area?
In other words, you indicated before that yuvu were aware that a
1ot of P-64'e and ¥-86'p would participate.

Right.

In cther words, your briefing officers had sccess to this prior to

this briefing.
That's right. Our pilots were briefed as to the pusbaer of aircraft

we expected in the flyby. We didn't know exactly the area in wonich
they would be st the rendesvous point.

Colonel Powell,==

PEESILENT (to Board)s Did snybody want to ask any more questions
on plamuing here?

NEEERS: No.

We would like to have you briefly describe what you heard, both om
the radio right in the vioinity of the Bescon and just sors of tell
the story in your own words of what you did hear of what was going
en from about the time when you first sighted the 60th or had redio
eontact with it.

1 first made radio contact with the 60th at thirty mdnutes past the
hour, to advies them of the change in IP taoe. We had agroeed upon
an IP time of forty-five minutes past the hour to make good owr
target time at = speciried air speed. The winds were lighter than
anticipated. Our ground speed was greater than aniici pated. We
changed the time of IP from forty-five ainutes past the hour to forty-
six minutea pest the hour, which would allow us to nake the target
time at the pre-agreed upon air speeds. The 60th leader was advised
of this at 1530 Zebrs, given time hack and the altimeter settiing,
our altitude, our magnetic heading. The 60th lesder okayed receipt
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of the tranmdssion, gave me Lis heading of 231 daogrees, and advised
ms that he would be over the target onme¢ and a half minutes ahead of
us. Approximately aight minutes later, I sighted the 60th formation.

At what altitude?

They were at 5,000 foet. I was at 4,500 fect, the altitude soparation
for join-up. He obviously was doing nothing to change his IP estlmate.
I was very much Coi0emed aboul the join-up, inommch as ne was absad
of us and was supposed to jJoin on to our formstion. As we approached
the IP, he cpanged his heading to a course paralleling ours, approximately
five miles to the right of our fomation, and he was spproximately

four miles—three to fowr miles ahoad of my formaticon, but he had me
huj.glrtgl.uthntm As we approached the IP, spproximately three
or four miles fram the IP, I saw a flight of what I think were F-8i's,
I sstimated sbout twelve in numbser. They were flying up the Rhedn
Valley on a northerly heading, st appreximately an altitude of 3,500
feet. They were talking back and forth. T don't lmow whether they
were talking within their omn formation or to ancther rflight, but

I heard them say:

Do you see the 1191a?" "'ruu, air, I have the 119's in sight". I don't

hw:-dmmt.nlh:l.ng somerne had us in sight, and as T got to
u-imuut.nqthuumtmmmmammm

he IP, asked t

jnin-tq: and they replied in the affirmative, that they would
:r.u.ki ﬂghttmtujninmtnthumrﬂfnurmmtim. It was
ﬁhﬂ. that if they did that, they would never be able to get in
position by the time we reached Landstuhl, unless I reduced my air
speed, 8o, I advised hiz I would descend at 150 knots, ratner than
the lﬁﬁuhinhn agreed to, That was the last transulssion I had
:Lthth-ﬁl}urmulmm the formstion join-up. I lost sight of
all of them because they were in their turn and I would pass them,
going to Landstuhl on the course. The next I hcard, the conversation
t-hlt-Ima.drmhr,mthnr-mllntnruhattarmthulir

butthlnunwrutimImnhermmntm said, "Break right,
break left," then there was a lot of chatter and the nl:ﬂ:- thing

that :t.ir.ij in my mind, because I was concentrating on trying to
reise Landstuhl tower, the first indication I had of difficulty was
somsone said, "Three chutes came out of & 119" and thon scmsons sald,
"in airplane blew up® and there was considerabls chatter rrom the
£0th. The charnel was flooded with conversatlon. Somecne asked
sbout Red Lead and somecne roplied that he is dead. Then there was
talk of aborting. It sesmed tiat everyone was trylng tc transmit

at the same time and T was trying to raise Landstuhl Tower to give

tham our IPF time.

That was all on 135.97
ALl on 135.9. I was still descending. After reaching the pltdtude
of 1900, which iz owr altitude over the target, I called the LOLh—
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“Laxesice™ was hig oall mign, and asked him 4if he was aborting.
The reply came in the affirmative that they were aborting. 50y I
assumed an air speed of 155, got on to Landstuhl, urriving at abouti

forty-five peconds later.

PRECLDENT: IDoes mnyons want to ask quentiona?

A Ob, just as I passed the IP, & flight of four F-84's passed under my
formation on an easterly heading.

LY COLOWEL MCMANUS: You didn't see the flight of F-t4's that hit
the flight of 119'a?

A I don't thirk soj I don't believe it could isve been the firat cne
becauge due to their position when I saw them mnd the position ol
the formstion coming around, becsuse as the formaticn was turning,
they would gertainly lave been north oi them or else would hawve
turned to the eaet. I don't think it was the firet teelve that I

LT COLONEL MCMANU2: You had ro knowledge that the F-84's had
changed thair assenbly altitude from 15,000 to 5,0007

A Mo knowledge at all., I was very surprised to see them there because
I thought they would be there approximately ten to twelve minutes

after 1 passed the IP.

Queetions by LT COLONEL BURNz:

q Colonel Powell, you stated thet you were at 4,500 feet and the 50th
ware at 5,000%
A Eight.

Q The Giuth weres going to Join you. D44 you inuend for thec to use that
separation until they saw you ana then drop down and Jjoin en you, oF
wore you going to pull up to thelr altitude? How do you work your
join-upls?

A Within my organization, wo slways work it with a 500 foot saparation
for jsip-up and inasmuch ss we were going to descend from the 1P into
an altitude of 1,900 feet, I intended to star! descending at the IF
and have him use his extra altitude to get inte position.

Q 1 hkave one other guestion. Did your group briefing within your group
inolude anything about the other participeting walss in this fly=-by?

A Other than the fsct that there would be other participating unita,
B-26's, F-84's and F=86's, we had no information ms to what route they
would fly coming into the IP or how they intended to rendesvous at tne
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IP or a2 o what time they would be over the IP. The only thing that
was glven was thelr target tliae,

Questions by CAPTAIN PIEEMAN :

=0 O =D RO D = D

-

What about the weather? Can you describe the extent of cloud
coverage and vialbility?
Yes, you have a cepfificate there.

PRESIDWNT: Yes, who has that?

It started out as scattered to broken clouds from Neudlberg to the
¥ordlingen ares at an altitude estimated al 5,200 to 5,500 feeot.
That was the reason I stated 4,500, and as we continued westward,
the sky coverage diminished. By the time we had reached the Rheln
Vallay, after that point on west, it was scattered clouds, thin
sgattored cimulus, hardly big emough to call it a cumulus, but just

glight pufis of clouds.
.

Colonel, do you foel that those purfs of clowds would constitute
an obatruction to vision of ailreraft flying at that altlitude?
Flying at that altitude, of high speed alreraft, yes.

what about visibility in that area right at Ladenberg BDeacon?
T would say in excess of [ifteen miles.

Was that in all directiona?
In all directions.

Forward and along the growmd?
Excellent visibility.

You were at L57
L500, right.

Were you in 2 hage layor at thal alblitude?
No. HNot enough that you could call it hage., I would say visdbility

ms from 15 to 18 miles, There was no obgtructions other than
what you--sure, thers is bound to be a little haze of scme kind to
hold visibility to fifteen te elghteen milss--not enmough to call

it a haze.

So that all the clouds were above your formation?
fell above it.

PRESIDENT: Colonal Powell, do you have sny recommendation for the

Bosrd that might help prevent anythinz llke this in the future?
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A Well, of course, I haven't seen the wing order, but any time more
than two units are participating at a mission, they certainly
should have clegr, definite tracke laid out over the ground which
they will fly and 4f they are going to rendezwvous, that they
rendegvous on a given heading, at a given altitude, at g specified
time, instead of glving a target time and an IP for a rendezvous
point,

PRESIDENT: Do you think it is perfectly in order, even with thowe
procautions, where it is possible Lo have the same assambly point for

et adireraft and reciprocating?

A I can see no difficulty in assembling any nusber of airplanes over a
givan point as long as you have altitude separation and tims sepa-
ration, and a comtrolled approach to the point. In other words,
that each unit will come in at a given hesading to the point of ren-

degvous.

PRESIDENT: That do you personally feel as far as a show formation
of this type of having a slower alreraft in front?

A If you are going to have a slower aircraft in the show at all, they
would have to be in froot, but I can't see any danger in having them
up there, as long as you have & time separstion or an altitule separa-
tion for rendesvous. I do feel that you should have a given time
to depart tha initial point and not a given time to point over target,
begause you have got to go at a set speed once you leave the Initial
point. You can't }uzgle any more,

PRESIDENT: What do you think of fly-by's of this type, generally
speaking?

A I think thay are good training exorczises.

PRESIUENT: Dies anybody have anything else? Thonk you. You are
excused and free to go on back.

{The witness withdrew from the room)

1ST LISUTENART JAMES W. CHILTON was called as a witness, was sworn
and testified as follows:

RECORDER: Lieutenant, you are advised that the purpose of this
fScard 1s to determine all factors melating to the acoldent and in the
interest of flying safety, to prevent a recurrence. Further, that this
%oard is not to obtain evidmee for disciplinary acilon, to determine
pecuniary liability or line of duty status or revolle comission or
ranove from the active list wnder do=2.



Gusstions by the President:

Q

Lisutenant Chilton, we have your statement tmit you mule a couple
of dayu ago. Is there anything in there that you wish to change

at all?
Hﬂ, ll-il'. th“ 1“-"‘!

T think you have given us a very good statement here and
not too much that we are going to ask you. Do you want to go ahead,
¥ae? I haven't had a chance to read this.

Questions by Lt. COLONEL MOMANUS:

9
A

- ]

B= 4 =D

%ere you briefed that you would be at 15,000 feet?
No, sir.

7hat zititude were you to assenble?
e weren't given an assembly altitude, We were told to go over or

under 3,500 feet.
Under the overcast?

Yos, sir.
Were you brisfed that there would be any other airplanes in the for-
mation-any other type of zireraft in the show?

de

Wo, sir, other than we were aware that Oallabad would be there.
would join up on him. We understood that Gallahad would have 16.

1P, COLOMEL MOMANUS: That's all I have.

cuestions by LT. COLOYEL BURNS:

2

In your statement, you state: "During this tumm, 1 remember passing
through and near some very small cloud formations.” Could you des-
eribe what you mean by these "cloud formations" and whebher or not
you passed through them st a time that could have influenced the accl-
dent? In other words, could the clouds have restricted your visibillty
and halpad cause the acoldent?

well, we wers on an easterly heading and Gallahad had called us and
informed us that he was at B:00 o'clock. We made a rather steep tum
ta the left and I believe I was flying formation but I believe that
during the turn we zalned a 1i%tle altitude and it was Juring that
time, while we were in the turn, that we passed through soms very
small fluffy clouds. T won't say “ihrough" —- close to in flyring
formation; T saw them go by. It sas all. They were vary smell and
it was cduring the turn after we passed through them, we rolled out
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level and we wore lavel for some seconds bafore they called "Boglea®
ahoad of us., I imagine there was forty=five seconds to a minute
lapse from the time I saw a couple of small clouda go by on a tum
bafore wo started to break.

That would be roughly six miles distance yon travelled after you saw
the cloude go by. Do you think ihe clouds did have somethins to do
with this accident?

That would be hard for me to say because I wasn't looking stradght
ahead. I know there was at lesast a minute's lapse from the time I
saw the small ones go by before we called a break--the colonel called

a break.

Questions by LT. COLDNEL MCMANUS:

Q
A

Were you in a laft bank vhen he called for the break?
No, sir, we Just rolled ocut. We were nearly level.

Guestlions by MAJOR SIMFSON:

q

A

L ]

AS soon as you saw the 115, you woent fram a right bank inte a sharp
left, is that right?

When the Colonel called "break right", the formation was rather
uwnwleldy; of course, we sturted a right break and in the center
portion ¢f the back, you can't just break immediately. You have
to walt momemtarily to see what the fellow is going to do in frant
of you to keoep rom running into him. I started a right-hand

tum. That's whon I saw the 119; I had to break left and it was
him, I just began a right-hand turm. I wasn't over a ten dagree

bank to right.

Do you remember how many 119's you saw at that particular tlme?

I saw only ome which I broke laft to avoid. I broke hard laft

and partially rolled out, keeping back pressure to tne stick to

guin aluitude and clear them, I assume they wore under me, and

at that time, owt of the corner of my right cye, I saw approximataly
gix of them and it vas Just an Irstent later that I hit one that

I did not see.

EAJOR ST1P30N: I have no further guestions.

Juestions by LT. ZOLONEL MCMANTIEZ:

L

Ma you make any T tranemissions after you hit?
lo, =lr.

Ll



How did you get out of your airplane?

“
A With the ejection seat. I jettisoned the canopy.
. Iz that two distinet movemonte?

A It is two levers with two movementa.

Q Both by the same hand?

A Yep, sir.

Did you do that instantly after you hit the first alrplane?
T was only aware of Ritting one object and I did it instantly after

that.
Questions by CAPTAIN FHEEMAN :

-

Q Do you have any reeollection or impression of hitting the right wing
5

tip of the lead airplane?
A T had the impression tiat I hit something that wasn't too solid——a

single piece of metal, I thought. There was no lolt but it was Just
a single loud klark of metal end for some reason, it flashed through
my mind=—I hit a vortical stabilizer wileh stuck up high becauwse it

was Just & single noise.

And instantly aiter that, you hit the other sireraft, is that 1L?
I wasn't awere of hitting eny other alrcraft.

You have the impression that you hit only one aireralt?
That was the impression T had—that T hit a single plece of metal

that wasn't too sturdy, because it didn't seem to jolt me or any-
thing, but, of course, right aftor the nolse of the hitting, I
snapped out of control to the left and everything exploded. It
was gimultaneous, the exploslon and the snap.

CAPTAIN FREEMAN: May I asl Major Simpson what would be the spprox-
imate distance between the right wing-tip of the lead ship and the center
wing section of the second aireraft? How far apart do they fly?

=0 0

MAJOR STMPSON: Do you mean this way (indicating)?

CAPTATN FRERMAN: wWell, on a diagonal, how far frum the right wing-
tip of the lesad ship and the center wing ssction of the second alreraft
would it ba?

MAJOR SIMPSON: The aireraft is ten feet between wing-tips and nose
to tall.

CAFTAIN FREEMAN: Ten feet {rom wing-tips and ten feet froc nose to
Eall?

WAJOR SIMPSON: mizht.

L2



CAPTAIN FRERMAK: Do they follow that position fairly religionsly?

MAJOR SIMPSOM: It is not 2 hard position to hold.

CAPTAIN FREEMAN: So, it is probably & little mor+ than one-hundred
foot from the right tip of the lsad alreraft to the center of the wing
man?

o= MAJOR STMPEON: Well, the alrplane is ap roximetely elghty-four feet
CAFTAIN FREEMAN : wdlintmmmtumﬂhﬂtmm

flying wms probably Tlying in the neighborhood of 600 feet per second--
slightly over that. So that you cowld sasily get the impression of one

eollision snd actually have hit both.
A Like I oay, &y impressions could have been erronecus.

q This whole thing must have happened in about one-sixth of a second,
according to the distance and the rate of travel in feet per second.

A Put the only impression I had was that I didn't hit anything wery
large because it didn't seem to stop me amd actually, if =y aireraft
hadn't been enveloped in flames, I would expect to {ly afterwards.
It didn't seen to hit hamd.

| You say as this happened, you mapped vioclantly to the left?
A Yea.

CAPTAIN FREEMAN: It was very likely then that your left wing or
left wing root was what made the so0lld contact with the second adreraft

that toock your left wing right off, probably.
PRESIDENT: Did you see a picture of what is left of your airplane?

WITHESS: No, =ir, I didn't.
(Prosident handing picture to witness)

Questions by MAJOR FEIL:

Q Iieutenent Clilton, what {requency were you on during Lhis time, do

you rensmber?
A I don't recall changing. 7e were supposed to have beem on 135.9.
I wan on with the rest of them, T belleve it was 135.9. T say be

in arror.
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Do you remsaber a transmission--you state that you believe it was
Cousin Jreen Leader calling out the 119 at 12:00 o'clock,
Yoa, =ir.

And did Cousin Lesder acimowledge that rizht away?
I“. ﬂ.'l.', hﬂ' MF

And how long 4in seconds would you say the time was that Cousin Leader
acknowledeed the 119 and the time that he called for the break?
I had thought about that quite a lot, sir, and I would cay it was just

a matter of a very few seconds,

Five, six, or three or four?
Four to eight seconds.

Four to eight seconds?
It was a very short time. He acknowledged as though he had him in
sight and we were all right and a few seconds later, he called for us

toe brealk,.

Were you descending or climbing at the time? Do you renember of f-hand

the formation?
The farmation?

Yoa,
T would say wa were going nearly levele-neither slimb nor descent.

FRESIDINT: [Does anybody bave znything else? .

uestions by the President:

Q

gould you just give us an approximation or your formation time in an

P87
I have got approximately el ht-hundred hours in an F-B4 of which,
undoubtedly, one-rourth of it was in formation, or probably one-third

of it was in formation or dealt with rormatiom.

FRESIDINT: Toatis close enough.

aest ions by CAPTAIN PITMAN:

Lisgtenant Chilton, during your ejection, »hat protective clothing

ware you wearing?
I had on & wool summer {lying sult, an L-2 jsciket and & P=l-i helmet

with as oxyzen mesk, s glasses and leather gloves, with Serman
boots.

S



HEad your P=l-i helset bees modiiied to include the lock screws and

Q
the spring clip?

' Yes, eir, they had.

| pid you bave nothing else in sddition to your sunglasses?

i Hﬂ| BT =

-1 During ejection, did you Yomse your helmet and oxygen mask? .

F I lost my helmet, oxygen mask and sun glassen.

] Was your mesk and helmat fitted rather spugly and was *he chin strap
faptened?

A Irml:.ihlnﬂ'mnr;nundllitltunnrth_th“iq.
I never fasten the chin strap.

= Io you fesl that & P-3 helmet with the =ttached visor would have not
only stayed with you during ejection but prevented burns sround your
face?
I coulda't say. I have never worn one.

-1 Well, you are familiar--

F 1 am familiar with the mechgnism om them. It is very possable that

it might because the wind blast under the helxet is what tore it off
and with the visor, it might keep the wind out.

CAPTAIN FITUAN: That's all.

(The watmsss withdrew from the room)
CAFTAIN FEEEMAN: Major Meyar, sir.

MAJOR WILLIAM 5. MEYER was celled as a witness, was Bworn and
testizied ae followa:

PEESIDENT: If you will repeat your full name to ihe court reporter--

WITRESS: Wi 111 8. lelrt =a=y=@=1":

CAPTAIN PEESMAN: Msjor, you arc advised that ths purpoze of this
Boasd is to detersine all factors relating to the asccident and ip the
jnterest of flying safety, to prévent a recurrence. Thie Board is mnot
to obtain evidencs for dipoliplinary action, to deternine pecuniary
iiability or lime of duty status or to revoke a commission or to remove
froe active 1iet under 36-2.

i



=]

Major Meyer, we understani that you were the briefing officer for

the 60th Group briefing?
Tem, Bils

We have the order hers. Prior to making up your group order, did you
have socéss to this Operations Order from the 12%h Headquartars,
156=53%, shioh 18 & mimeographed copy of lhe oue thal case in with

the TWX?
T'., sir, I had the TWX. I want through that.

In briefing the group, did you have any additional inforaation over
the TWK, that is telephone or other that would indicate that any
other airoraft in thie order had changed altitudes?

No, alir; I dldn't.

Do you recall whether or not in the briefing you did again mention
the other alroraft involved by numbers or was this about what you

gave thea?
That's what I gave thero, Colomel. I didn't mentiocs any nuzbers.

Wera you on the flight?
Ko, sir, ir T would have been, I wouldn't have been here. I would

have been in the lead ship.

PHESIDEST: That's all I have.

guesticna by LT COLONEL MCHANUS:

q

Then we authorized you, the 60th Troop Carrier Wing authorized you
to desl directly wiath ths 317th Wing, how far in your opiniom could
you go in coordimst.on? What would you handle in a direct coordina-
tion between the 317th Group ana your group without telling the Wing
or the Air Force?

(¥e reply)

Do you follow what ! mean? We have authorized you direct coordinsation
with the Z1Tth Group.

Well, as far as I would go on that would bs, t¢ give an axzeaple:
Colonsl Reaver called me and gave me some air speeds snd times whick
did not genfliet with toe Ops Order. As a matter of fact, to glve
you & rough idea, if 1 may use my notes here, upon caontect with the
317th we ware to slow down to 155 and to tack on to the 31T7th. This
is what I received, as a matter of fact, concerning & part c. the
Opa Order. He again sonfirmed to me the time &t Ladenberg, or
Ladenberg was 1545 Zebra and after join-up the lesd susdron wWas

to start to descend at 16% knows. Now, those are the lisms that we

th
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talked over the phone which colncided falrly well with the Ops

Order. As far as taking up upon syeelf to change anything from an
Operations Order, no, I would not do that unless T had instructions
from higher headguartera. Any time there is a discussion on an Ops

Order, I usually get in touch with Wing Operations. :

: up prior to that.
The mistake in there, Major, was the fact that the boy that
typed the stemcil toock the word "miles” for "minutca”.

The one I am referring to is the Troop Carrler Marshalling--
The only mistake you will find im ths Ops Order is the "minutes”

You gave that as Ladenberg at the briecing.

Cuestions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

Q

Major Meyasr, do you think it would be helpful if a complate 12th
Operaiions Order were to be forwarded right desm to sguadron level?
Would it be necessary or desirmble or helpful?

Porsonally, I would smay "no". I did read the THX that came in and
I could s#e no reason why the 12th Alr Force Opa Order should Se
sent to the aquadron or to the group.

Questions by LT. ODLONEL MOMANUS :

Q
Eal |

Was the Wing Ops Order complete encugh for all your inrformation?
Yes, alr, it always has besn, I have never at any time found &
Wing Ops Order that didn't give ma the information that I nesded to

write mine.

Questione by LT. COLONEL JJRNS:

Q

]

Im't it true on this Ope Order, inasmuch as you are not told that “he
other units are rendesvouing at Ladenberg and at what altiteds, if
you had bad weather at 5,000 fest, the group leaders would have moved
up in altitude or down as tho case aay be, not knowing if the other
units were there, with the inforsstion they had? Is thers a possi-
bility that they would have done that in order to rendezvous at all?
The original information that we had from the TWX was that the jJeta
would be at 15,000 feet.

Bas your group leader briefed that the jete would be at 15,000 fest
ovar the same point?
"hat 1s correct, mir.

4 4
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Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

Q In effoct, you received as much {nformation about these other aireraft

as we had here in wing?
A That's right.

17. COLONEL MCMANUS: As a matter of record here, the officer,
, who wrote the £0th #ing Opsrabicns Order was in the lead

vajor SAY
aireraft with the group leader.

PRESIUINT: Major Heyer, would you halp the Board and give us your
opinion of any measures we can take or any recommendations we can make
that might prevent a rec nes of a sinilar type accident?

A The on talng I kmow i that there was poor planning. Where—I don't
know. _mhdmmﬂﬂ-nrmrnthrdmnﬂnttut
de r did T when T briefad them, Therefors, the only
suggestion that I might have somewhere along the line, sasebody
glipped up. That's the only cmeclusion I can come to.

'FRESIDENT: Well, now, you are stating what you think is possibly
the eause, Do you have something positive that would prevent 1t? Ir
you can state it just the other way arcund.

A Well, i feel that possibly a more thorough briefing or possibly &
briefing pattern after the type that we use in the troop carrier
group might prevent thiigs llke this. I am not acquainted with the
type of briefing used in other units but T do jnow in the past
ours has been satisfactory. e have made very few changes in it
4n the last year and & half that I have been in the group as
Operations Officer. That's about all--that's the only stion
1 would have, I think :he briefing was the key to the who thing.

PRESIDENT: Does anybody have anything else? If not, thatis all
then. Thank you very mach.

{The witness withdrew {rom the room)

1ST LIEUTENANT JOHN C. HOLLEY was called as & witness, was sworn
and testified as follows:

RECORDER: The purposs of this Sosrd is to determine all the factors
relating to this acoldent and in the intersst ol flying safety, Lo provent
a regurrence., This Socard is not to obtain evidence for disciplimary action,

to determine pecuniary liability or line of duty status or to revoke
comuission or tc remove from active list under 3o-2.

guestions by the Prosidant:
"8



Quéstions by the President:

]

A
9

Lisutenant Holley, we have your stastement that you furnished us
as of the 16%h oi May. Is there anything in the stateaent that

you wish to change?
Ho, maT.

Is your position in the formation as indioated cn that chart

corrent?
Yen; sir.

There im one part of your statesent that no other statei ent s0ems
to bear out, Just for mattors of apcursgy, you are guise positive
that you did hear s transmission, "I have hit ona™?

T believe that's what the transmission was, ye=, #1r.

You are the only one T believe that said that. That's gll T have.

Questions by Lt COLONEL MOMARUS:

q

O PO -
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Thare io one peint hers in your statenent. You say that your
altitude wan around 6,000 feet when you rolled out and seconds
1ater had Beard the call "Bogies". Are you just sstimatang your

altitude?
Yoz, sir, I was.

You dids't have en exaot check o1 the altimeter?

doy 81X

Which way did you break?

1 started to make & very slow turn to the rigut, sir, and then I
pulled straight ahead.

How clome to the 119 formation did that bring you?
I didn't see any 119's.

You didn't see any at all?
1 heard the Bogie call and the only tume 1 dic see one Was when 1

glanced over at Lieutenant Chilton, and the 119'a geemed to be
about 150 feet below ur at that time.

You saw the original formstion? You are the one that galled out-

HRogiea™T
Yen, eir, I called out “Bogies".

How far in fromt of you or awsy from you would you estimate theam¥
It seemed to me they were probably a mile or three quarters of &

mile.

Upon & head on course?
Yem, B1T.

iy
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Wers vou flying straight-level at the time?
Yes, sir, I beliave so.

iﬂlun;lﬂur:uuhnﬂrnudnutnrth-hﬂtmdﬁmﬂ:-trﬂ@h

leval before you saw them?
It seemsd maybe half a minute, sir.

LT. OOLOHEL MOMANUS: That'a all.
fusstions by MAJOR FEIL:

pid yom hear Cousin Lesder acknowlsdge your call of Bogles?
Yaa, =ir.

= O W=D

ind how long would you estimate it was betwem his acimewledgment
and the time that be called for a break?
Possibly five seconds, sir.

When be eslled for the break, did you ssy you were in & tur. or flying
atraight and level?

I believe at the time, we were flying straight and level. It appeared
to me that way. I was concentrating on the leader.

D = O ED

questisns by LT, COLOMEL MCMANUS:

2] In your position in the Lth flight, do you fly & straight line on the
w“urqumrkmumnfnﬂmmmdmluth
a7
A Wwell, I concentrate more on blue leader, sir, because you have to kaep
a separation between the two elemmits there, betwosn the two flighte
and usually, I do glance ahead end line up.

Q Was it just during one of these glances that you happenad fo see the
119 rormation?
A Yea, sir.

tuestions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

Q What about the weather, Lisutenant. How was your visibility in the

area over Ladenberg?

i At Ladonberg, sir, I would say the visibility mas good. Right after
we rollad out of our 180 degree turn over the Ladenberg Beacan~—I
would say it seemed like it wms possibly a half a minute aftsr we
did roll out that I spotted the Sogies; I could see the Bogles that

far ahead, at lsast a mila.

You would see them plainly? .
Yea,; slr.

|
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At a range of about one mile?
Il'l.. sir.

What about the clouds, Lieutenant? Could you describe the extent of
the cloud coverage cnd any hase that might have been present?
About the time of the accldent, I didn't see any clouds at all.

You didn't ses any?
They weren't obsiructing my view at all.

You did see some or did not? o8
Well, whon we were coming inte the beacon, there were scms clouds,
scatbered clouds, I belisve, but I don't belisve they lied any; they

didn't impair our vision any. :

You don't reeall flying through aay ¢louds?
Ko, l’.'l". not flm through.

Or olose to any¥
We did elimb mbove some very small clowda, yes, sir.

CAPTATN FRERMAN: I have no further gquestioms.

Questions by LT. CCLOKEL BURNSt

R

E
4
A

Were you able to follow blue leader in the break up?
Yo, slr, I wm't.

You had to pull up straight ahead?
I did fer a short time and then when the ships in frent of us started
mﬂnhur.:!iauﬁitmulﬂhhunwmﬁpmm

v shead,

guestions by CAPTAIN KRISGEHR:

[ ¥

f =

Lisutenant Holley, arter ycu saw the C-119 and the call for "Sreak

mﬂ,mitmmmwmtmwummncamm
courge——and did you realize the urgency of the break?

No, sir, I didn't because when I saw the g=-119, I imew that we would
be alose but I knew that ve would miss them. It semmed to me that

we would pass ovor them by & couple of hundred feet.

Were you blocksd in so a right tuwrn would have—am I to understand timt
you zouldn't turn right?
No, sir, I couldn't have broke.

How “are-you pulled up and above the blue Ilight?
Yes, sir. 51
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Q Tou pulled campletely sbove?
A Yoa

Questions by CAFTAIN FREZMAN:

You think that 4f the entire formation had pulled up, rather than
gttemeting 3 bresk, tiat it alght have clsared Liem?

Posaibly, sir, I couldn't say.

Idd you notice any difficulty when you pulled up behind the blue
Tlight? ;

No, sir, I didn't see any C-119 at that tims.

What I had msant, did you run inte a jet wash?
No, sir, I didn't.

BENTOR BOARD MEMEER: That's all. Thank you very much. e don't
neod you any more.

(The witness withdrow fram the oom)

D B D e D

LT, COLCNEL ARTHUR THOMAS was called as & witnsss, was sworn and testi-
fied a2 follows:

REDORDER: Colonel, you are informed that the purpose of this Board
is to determine all rut.nr: relating to the accldet and in the interest
of flying safety, to prevent & recurrence. This Board is not to obtain
evidence for disciplimary action, to determine pscuniary liability or
1line of duty status or to revoke a comisslon or to remove {rom sctive
list under 36-2.

Quastions by the Presldent:

g Colonel Thomas, will you explain your positisn in the L8th Fighter
dombar Wing?

A  For the last two weeks, I have bean working and assigned as Fighter
Group Oparations Officer. Howevar, prlor to that time, for Lwo
years, I had been in the 4L3th Flgtter Group. So, I aam fully aware
of thelr procedures.

We do not have any statement {rom you. So, we would liks to have you
tall us what the normal relationship is between Wing and Group in

the 4B8th and what you know sbout this particular fly-by that was in
the Twelfth Alr Force as 156-53, if you will go ahead on that.

A A1l right, sir, the 4Bth Fighter Wing Operations when a misalon is
raceived rm thl Twalfth Air Force, usually send the LEth Fighter
Oroup Oparations Officer a copy of the Twelfth Air Force mission.

52
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perform the mission. This is based on availabllity of airoraft,
pilot availability and 50-8 requirements. In thls case, when the

;
:
i
i
i
g
:
:
i
i
]

group operations order. I checked with

the group commander, asked fur a decision on shich squadron would
run the mission and told him that I plansed on that squudron running

ths whols misslon, which he agreed.
PRESIDENT: Do we have a copy of the Operstions Ordar?

: u.mmm{wmh Do you have a copy of your

Operationz Order?

A Yes, sir, T have a copy (handing a copy to the President). That's
thlﬂ_mwlhm. sir, since I didn't know that it would Le

If we nead any, we will have more made.
T also have hore the information that was a part of the westher
briefing and & weather map, if the Board would like to have that.

L=

we would like to ses that.
And also, the briefing and oritigue procedures used by the L8th Fighter.

Were you present st the briafing of the actual--prier to the actual
flizht?

No, eir. ‘e had a group strike the next morning and I was preparing
Por that brisfing, The briefing the following morming was a full
group missicn shers our Fighter Group astually does the briefing.

In this case, who did the briefing, to your knowledge?
(Pausa)

= O O

PO N S Y

Colonel Jensen?
Colonsl Jensen, as stated in the S0P, did the briefing and the
Assistant Operations Officer, Captain Pool, attended the briefing on

my ordear.

3 we note that in the Cvoup Operations Order that it states marshalling
shall be at 15,000 fee: of the F-84 aircraft. Can you add anything

to what actually--well, I would like to inow whether you wers cognisant

of & change in marshalling altitudes?

A Golonel Jensen asiked permission to fly a ground and weather reconnalssance
of the mdssion prior to the mission, since the regularly planned

practice had been cancelled. I told him, "Yea®, te go ahead and also,

E: 54
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the Deputy Flight Commander, Captain Bean, went to & recomalssance
early in the moming. I checked the weather myself and whe
Colonel Jensen came back, he told mo that it looked like 15,000
- feet would be difficult to rendegvous at, and he requested my

alon to call the 35th and I told him to go shesd. He made
that call in a different of fice and I was not amare of the conversa-
tion.

Questions by LY. COLONEL MCMANUS:

q In other words, when your fighters took off, you were uawmare that
they were not going to assembls at 15,000 feet?

A Mo, eir, I did not. I was under the wnderstanding that they would
assemble at 15,000 fewut, weather permitting. I kmew of no other

cssembly altitude.

pid you know that there were other type alrcraft going to be in
the review?
Certainly, yes, air.

Ddd Colonel Jensen have that intormation?
golonel Jenssn had the Twelfth Air Force Qperations Order, along
with the Fighter Group Operztions QOrder.

Did you read the Twalfth Alir Force Operatlions Order yourself?
Yes, oir.

R L P
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And then you knew that there would be 0-119's assembling at 5,000
aot?
.“. #il'-

. Colonel Jensen did not relay to Twelfth Alr Force, te your knowladge,
his change in rlight plan?
To my imowledge, he did not.

Ta that the normal procedure of your wing to invest authority like
that to a souadron?

A If the affort required for the misslon can be handled by ome aquadron,
that squadron performs the mission and the briefing. If two squadroms
of the group are involwed, the FPighter firoup supervises end does the
complete briefing, as stated in our 50P.

) In the case of one squadron completing a mission, you heve no further
authority or anything to do with that agquadron, aither in the group

or the wing?

: .ﬂ-.{rnk*"'_-“i_um r.-n.ﬂ';,“--—"-." i, I
i = i = i P
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Well, that isn't quite so. Even whon one squadron is to perform
the niu.‘l.mmddnthl briefing, there is still quite & bit of
supervision whish comes from the Uroup Operations Qfficer, such as
ahoad of time for the weather briefing, malking arrangments
for that squadren to havse first prioviiy on fuel, set up a weather

frecce, ﬂﬂhmmﬂwdmm:mhﬂlﬂu
w8 @ake. arrangsents for that and monitor the wiwie thing, by

either attending the brlafing or cne of the persconnel in Growp
attending the briefing.

You stated that a captain from your of fice attended the hﬂlﬂ.ng
Yos, sir, I did.

Anc when did he retern to your office after the briefing--directly
after the brisfing?
I couldn 't ke sure.

Frior to the take-off time?
':'I'I-, I". .!-r‘ll

And was be amare of the change of asltitude?
I don't mow.

Was the change of altitude gilven to the rest of the pllots in the

formetion?
I couldn’t say, since I waan't at the briefing.

No, but what was the captain's name from your office who sttended
the briefing?
Qapsain Pool.
Did he report to you any facts or statements that were -ﬁtﬂ the

briefing?
No, sir, lhe did not,

uvid he converse with you about anything tiat happened at the squadron

briafing?
Mo, I went out to watch the take-off, out on the alr strip -end I did

not see him after that,

Hed Capteir Pool read the Operations Order from Twelfth Alr Force?
Yes, sir, becauses he drafted the Sroup Operations Order.

Than he was well aware of the other aireraft in the area at 5,000 feet

ovar the Ladenberg Beacon?
H2 certainly muat have been.

99



Were the crews tola anything of any other siroraft im the fly-by?
I did not attend the briering.

You did not hear Captain Pool ¢all Twellth Alr Force of a change oi

rendezvous elevation--~altitude?
¥o, #ir, and I am almost sure that he didn 't because the call would

have had to Lave besp clearsd through us.

= O oD

1% COLONEL MCMANUz: That's all I can think oi.
PHESIDERT: Any other questions?
Questions by luul FLORICK:

Q tolonel Thomas, when you gave Colonel Jensen permlssion to call the

36th, did he say what he was going to discuss with them?
A No, #ir, except that he had just returned from the weather “recce"

and I presused it was asbout the weather.

Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

] Did he indicate to you at that time, Colonel, that the wenther at

15,000 feet was unsultable?
A No, s=ir, howevar, 1 was aware that there was weather because I called

prior to that time myself, through "Paseport", io ask {f the minsion
were going to be scrubbed and they stated ih the negnt.ve.

Queations by LT COLONEL MCMANUS:

Whom did you talk to when you called?

Just the "Passport" operator.

"Paggport” is the cods mams for what?
TACC, and he could be just anyome up there who answers the telephone.

O PO D

On Twelfth Air Foroe Dperations Order, did yom note in paragraph 3,
the Twelfth Air Force Project Officer's name, Lieutenant Colonel
Joyner, the telephoss nusber, Ramstein 7569 for fly-by?

A Yes, air, however, I would never call Hamstein for something unless
it wae of great importance because it ls very diffioult to telephone
Twelfth Air Foroe, and if yon do telephone ihem and get thes on the
phone, the majority of the time they cannot be unaerstood. S0, in
this case, I just picked up the hot line to TACC, maked them ii the
fly-by was going to. be sorubbed; they said "Ko".

] Hhere ig that located?
A Ha {g==TLCO-=it's not Keiseralautern=—

1



LT. COLONEL EHLINGER: It's Kalserslautemn.

A They usually have all the information en about everything; if you
want tc koow anything, you would call them and ask. It is our only

connectlon with Twelfth Adr Force.

s PAESIDENT: Does anybody have mny other questionas? If not, that's

{The witness withdrew from the room)

. LY. COLONEL HOWARD W. JENSEN was called as & witness, was swormn and
tastified as follows:

HECOADER: Colonel Jemsem, you are informed that the purpose of
this Board is to determine all the factors relating te this accident and
in the interest of flying safety, to prevent a recurrepce. This Board lis
not to obtain evidence for disciplinary action, to determine pecuniary
1liability or line of duty status or to revoke comission or remove {rum
sctive list as covared by 36-2.

Juestions by the President:

Q folonal Jensen, we have your stotement thot was writtem about 4ha
15th of May, which you wrote. Is thls the statement that you

wrote (handing paper to witneas)?
Yes, sir.

What I want to ask you is whether you desire to make any changes at
all,

No, sir.

Tha first three pages, I believe, I think you signed those?

Yoo, sir.

Wo would like Lo have you sxplain to us particularly with regard
to this mission of the 15th what your relstionship with the L5th
Wing and Group Operatlions parsonnel was. We have e copy of the
Ops Order, the Group Cpa Order. This was {wnished you, wasn't it?

A Yon; air.

2 a0 = D e

24d you have any other information avallable?
Yes, sir, I had available to me the Baslc Oparatlons Order from

Headguartars, Twelfth jir Foroe.

==
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and T recedved the Group onme then at the

I

Will you just indicate if this is the same oms, similar operations
to the one that you recelved?

This is the Operatioms Order and the change that I received—or
similar to the one I received [rom Group.

pre-mission briefing for mysely and the pilots invelved by Caplain
Shay, Sase Weather Station, bore out the {mprobebility of being
abls to make & rendesvous at the specified altitude (15,000) reet,
As & result, I contacted Major El.h;i-}bth Fighter Bomber Wing
by telsphons and asked to inform the Squacron Leader

of that unit that, as the same clowl condltion were Iorecast to

during the time of the review, we would rendezvous "'1“.
the overcast between 3000 and LODO feet MSL, with a more
altitude to be givem over the R/T upon maldng radis ccntact.®
Can you go further into the type of telsphone conversaties-—-whethar
it was & good comtact? Did you widerstand Major Hahn? Jould he
understsnd you, you belisve?

i

Yes, sir, through the meat of the measage—-I mean, the mez=t of the
messsge was Lhat =e would rendesvous below the clouds and I had, a
very short tims before that, Just campleted a weather reccing of
the ares; I knew what that was and I had specified to him or
telephoned 3-4,000 feet. How, even if he had misjudged or missed
the exact figure there, we had a poor comnectlon, but I got the
repeat back From him verifying that he mew that we would rendes-
vous below the alouds; so, the meat of the conversatlon got to
him a1l right, although it was a very poor commsction. I could
bear him fairly well, and he had me ropeat several times. 5o, 1
assumed that his end of it was pretty bad.
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Questions by LT. COLGNEL SURNS:

‘A He lmew what I wss calling for. Seo did Colonel Peterson, and he
‘hesrd me make the call. Whether he would be able to stats the words
or not, I do not imow.

1T, COLOWEL ER: That's the ouly conversation thet you had with
the ﬁﬁ on tﬂlm‘i‘

A Yes, alir.

quast ioas by the President;

To your knowledge, did anyone in the 48th comvey the information
that therc was an altitude change, to Twelfth?
Could you repeat that, sir?

R As far as you are concerned, do you know of sayone in the 4ELh
Fighter Bomber Wing that conveyed the change in altitude information
to Twelfth Alr Fores? - -

A Mo, sir, I sm swsre of no such infommaticn belng sent to Twelfth.
As 8 matter of faet, I am quite confident that it wasn't, as I was
the specified Project Leader from tlore om cut. That was up to me.

m: That?s all I have.
Question>y by LT. COLONEL MOMANUS :

Tou were assigned the entire mission in your squadron?
t", sir.

You were to be the Flight Leader and the priefing Offiser?
Yes, sir.

&nd you had access to the Twelfth Adr Force Operationa Order.
Yes, sir.

0 =D =S
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previously that the only part of the Twelfth
that you read was tlat underlined which pertained

clarify that, extend that slightly. It 12 normal
receive an Operations Ordsr like that, elther a
r whosver gets it, because an Cperations Order 1s
go through it and find the portion of it that per-
unit, wnderlins it or make a check, at
gentance pnd canh it-and find
for thias Op

told
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sguadron, you made no mention of any other
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my Opesrations Officer normally conducts the Operational
part of the briefing. However, I mas there amd had a portion of the
brisfing as to the mission and there was no sention made of other

» excapt the F-86, F-8i's,

And your triefing officer stated that you would rendezvous between

L and 5,000 feet,
We would rendezvous below the clouds, yes, sir.

At the time that statement was made, was therr & Captain Pool from
Groups Operations prosent?

Yes, sir, that is the normal procedure on missions of this sort, that
a representative of the group attend those briefings. We notify the
group ab the time of the briefing and they normslly lave o represan—
tative there. Captain Pool was thare.

Do you kmow if Captain Pool rsad the Twslfth Air Force Operstions

Order?
I do mot imow, =ir.

When you decided to change altitude, did you have any thought of
checking your new zliitude against any other formation at that

altitude?
No, eir, because of the westher check that I had just completed and

the forecast of slightly improved conditions in the area, the
visibility was puch that there was no problem in my mind at that
time which would make me think to check that more carefully aa to

any problem in entering an area like that.
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pid you read in the Twelfth Alr Force Operstions Order the line
whieh designated 15,000 feet for your assembly sltitude?

tﬂl dr'll

Is it your practice to deviste froa an altitude sssigned from the

Twelfth pir Fores without notifying then?
8ir, my next chain of command 1s the Group. The Group mas aware

of =y intentions.

Did you notify the group tions officer that you were changing
frozm 15,000 feet to bolow the clounda?
Yes, sir, and Colemnel Peterson wme aware f the fact.

Who was the Oroup Opsrations Officer you notified? i
I am not cortaln that Colonel Thomas was there, I kmow that :
Fool was aware of it., I believe Colonel Thomas whs talking wit
folonel Peterson st the time that I mede this arrangecent.

Wat is Coldnel Peterson's capacity?
He is the Pighter Commander,

The group Cowmander?

Yeu, sir,

Hat Colonsl Peterson read the Twelfth Air Foree Operations Order?
Thet I do not know, sir.

Were you amare through the chatter on the 135,9 that there mas other

alreraft in the area?
Ill. Ii-'l-',. l-ﬂ'-ll" I Ftl 1“ thﬂ MF

Yor dddn't at any time state your altitude in the clear to anybody

concemed?
Not wntil I callad the change of altitude to 4,000 foect.

finen you sar & formation flying of 119'a?
I’l.’l alr. .

Wap that formatian sbove or below?
In my estimation, it was a slight bit Mdgh. I was at 5,000 feet, and
4t seemsd t0 me a slight bit high in relation to me. I was nearly om

& level, slightly high.

guestions by LT. COLONEL BURNS:

Q

Idd the chatter on the radie, 135.9, prevent you and Cousin Leader (ram
getting and recelving clear-cut tronsmissions on rendesvous, altitude
and 30 on, as you were in the rendezvous arsa?

Lo |
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No, sir, thare was not too much chatter when we first entered the
ares and thars was no--we had a clear-cut gomneotion and contact
whan this shange of altitude was mads and 1 got a clesar acknowledg-
ment of that change, even other members of the flight heard the
ackriowlsdgnents of the contacts falrly well. Shortly after that,
just befors the accldent and then after the accident, the radio

was protty well jammed. From thera om, 1t was pretty hard to gat de-

cant contaat,

What i ﬁunuu-hthnﬁ.-iut.-rﬂtuhhmthnﬂn that
mhwﬁtmmu?mph:hh,mnﬂmdmunmt

the accidenl

I would estimate tely four minutes-four cimuites Irom the
time that 1 received the scknowlsdgment. In other words, from the
time that the transsissions were through and the gontact was mads

and scknowledged snd the time that I observed tha flashes.

Questions by MAJGE SIHFSUN:

- 0 = Do

=

-

1 understand that you were not aware untid after take-off of oy

other mireraft, is that right?
sir?

1 was & litils bit hasy there. IXou were not aware untll after take-

aff that there would be othar aireraft in the areal
That's right, sir. However, I think my statement shows that, and I
have stated here that thet information was availabls to me., 1 did

not glean it myself.

You mesan in the form of an Operations Order?
From Twelfth dir Force, yes, sir, I was told thai 1t was avallable to

T It was availabls,

And you rtead only the part that pertained to the LBth?
I".l ml'

Den't you believe that it behocves you in a position of this sort to
make yourssll aware of all the contlngencies that might axist, that

iz the other altitades, before you make a chango?
Yes, sir, hindsig ht palnts that out. At the time, there seemed to be

no reason for any problem & 1 just air "recce'd" ihe area myself.
When I fly, 1 keap my eyes cpen.

HAMGEH SIMPSON: MNo further questions.

Questions by the Presidant:
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Colunel Jensen, cculd you help the Board cut end glve us Any mors
information you ean on how to prevent a future cccurrence such ag

this?
Yes, sir, again I say, hindsight 1s better than no sight. Thds is all

very distressing for sverybody.

As you realize, we have to come up with posltiva reccmmendations and
that's whers we want as mich help as we can get.

Thers is a system beirg set up right now for cosbined cperations
centers within each unit amd the Twelfth fir Force, 1 bellevs that
that would be the biggest step in straigitening cut, keeping some-
thing from happening in the future. Operations Orders which are
sent ri ht now, we have to send them by teletype. I understand the
only other means is to courier them, write them cut in an reading
form and courler them to the proper pecple. 1 think that w be
better than a teletype system, In the meantige, this combined
operations center, even with the teletype being dalivered to them,
they have ous place that a telstyps or an oparations order will go
to on a basej they have one place that thay know where that cwme
from and they have direct communications. 4ny questions that arise
can be clarifisd immediately through those two chamnels. 1 do

think too that without casting any reflsoticns on anybody, that the
plaming for this mansuver, before it got to my unit where the

fault lies and myself, that rendssvouing several formations of dif-
ferent type of alrcraft over ons rendesvous point dossn't seea too
proper. JIn my estimaticn, it would be much better to select different
randesvous points for different types of aircraft and then have &n
1P with speed and times over that IP to the target, In that way, the
formations of the sams type of aircraft could rendesvous at any al-
titede they wanted to; if the weather or any other reason would
dictnte s change in altituds for them, they would have no undus con-
cern, excepting from the other formations of thedr own type air-
eraft putting mireraft in a stack. The wsather factor is the [irst
thing that caused a change hera. All the uther arrors are resul tant
from the®. I think that would have been alleviated if we had dif-
farent rendesvous points. It is a very fairly simple matter to hit
an IP almost on time for the normal pilot md flight lsader. 5o,
rendegvouing from almost any peint, he could hit that IF and proceed
on to the target,

MAJOH SIMPSUN: I have one more question, if 1 might ask it.

Questions by Major Jimpaon:

Ci
=

Captain Fool heard your change ¢l altituds, l= that right, at ynur
briefing? He was thsre pregent and has heard the change that you made
in the altitude and he didn't contact you in regards to that?

No, mir.
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5 Before taking off. 1Is he here today?
l. H‘p’. !J.'I"-

MAJOH SIMPSCN: That is all 1 have
PHESIDENT: 1 think you have given us soms good reccmmendations here
and that will be all for now.

(The witness withdrew from the rooa)

Captain JAMSS E. BEAN was called as a witness, was sworn and tegtified
as follows:

REOURDER: Captain Bean, you are informed that the purpose af this
Board is to determine all ths factors relating to this accident and in
the interest of flying safety, to prevent a recurrence. This Hoard is

not to cbtein evidenes for disciplinary action, to determine pecumlary
ummt:wlimaxmhr-umnrmnwh:miuﬂmm‘mwm

active list as coversd by 35-2.

Questions by the fresidents

=] Cantain Bean, we have your statemant that you prepared for us. We
would likes to check to see if that's your signature and whether or

not you want to make any changes to your written statament,
A That is mine.

Q Now, you have given us about the information that we wanted from you

hare in the statemsnt., <+s there anythiug you wish to add?
Mothing that I can think of, sir, unless there are questicns brought

outs
LT, COLONEL MCHANUS: 1 have one question here.
PAESIDENT: Cimy,

Questions by LT, COLONEL MCHANUS:

q You states in your first paragraph that it would not be advisable to
¢limb through an overcast with sixteen alrcraft and let down with
thirty-two aircraft in show formation with other aircraft in the area,

What other siroraft were to be in the area?
A That I don't know. Goly after the mission did I kmow about it.

Wall, from this statement, 1 would be led to believe that you knew

about tham before the aission.
A o, oir, 1 didn't. aF. |
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@  Becemse you say it would be inadvisable to climb up through an
overcast and let down through an overcast with other airemft
in the area, and that's why you changsd from 15,000 feet to
below the cloud formation.

A Well, it is normally XF for us in show formation to stay below

all the clouds.

t may be normal, but what I am driving at is this one

Well, tha
]pl-n;.ﬂ.c statement that you made, Why did you make that statement?
A Well, I knew there were other aircraft in the area, after I got

back on the ground,

Q@  But you didn't kmew at the time you changed from 15,000 feet to
c,000 fest?
A  Fo, sir.

Guestions by LY. COLONEL BURNS:
4s Wers you referring to the 3oth in this statement or the othar F=fL'a?

LT CULOMEL MCHANUS:T No, he says thirty-two. (iet total alreraft in
both F=Bl formatlions,-iecorder)

5 Was this statement made in retrospect after you got back?
k Yas.

PIESIDENT: Wa should have a statsment to change this to the fact
that prior, he did not know. le could amend it just like that. Do you

think it would be advisable?

LT, COLONEL BYLINGER: The way I read it that you knew that there
ware other alrcraft.

A o, sir, I dida't know.

PRESIDENT: We can have you amend it. We can get a statemsnt from
him, Captuin Freeman,

Questions by KAJCHR SLHESGN:

§  Why wasn't it advisable to let down at 15,0007
A You don't do it without an AATC clearance with thal many alrorafi in

cloae formaticns
) You are talking about 1iH.

LT COLOREL MCEANUS: We have clarilied the whole thing. He is going
to attach a statement to nis statement that this was made after the mission
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was completed, that he did not know thit at the time ho was briafed
and the change of altitude was made, that there was aireralt in the

Ared.
Guestions by CAPTAIN FHEEMAN:

Q At the time that you were brisfed, did amyones menticn that you
were going to 15,000 This ias at the time you were hriefed, before
the take-cfI?

A Yes, 15,000 fest was mentioned, in that i we could get there in
the clear, we would goj if we couldn't, we would stey dewn below

the cloudas,
The briefing officer exprassed soms doubt as 1o gatting to 15,0007
Tes, sir, 1 flew the route approximately 10:30 that morning, and

all weather information that we had after that and what Rrhﬂ
lmupth-ra,itmthltﬂ:uclmdlnﬂmgmtu ce us

dosl.

L=

G At the tlme of the briefing, you did not imow that there would be

other formations at other altitudes?
A  Only the formation with us, with the 3bth.

Questions by KAJOH FLGSLCK:

What was your prisary altitude? Wag it 15,000 or 5,000%
Helow the clouds.

In other words, that's what you were shooting for first?
We wers shooting for 15,000, but we had to stay below the clouds.

(= - e

Would it hava been possible, then, for one group to go to 15,000,

if it was clear thers asd the other one below the clouds where thers
were clouds in between--to have two groups at two different aititudes--
twe squadrons?

A I don't quite understand what you mean there.

You state that they could have used either altitude, 15,000 or the
altitude below the clouds which was in the neighborhood of 3,000
feet. Is that what you stated?

A T atill don't undarstand what you want, We don't fly F-Oi's in

ahow formation in clouds, We Join up with our flights below the
clouds, coming through individual flights, going on top and reforming
on topj the sam¢ thing on lat-dowma.

o

q Wnat 1 am trying to state is--you wers shooting for an altdtude below
the clouds somewhera.
.‘- I‘l* H—lrl
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Questions by CAFTALN FHEEMAN:

= D

Ihat's bafors you got off the ground?
Iﬂ. “rl

And you also stated that had the weather been clear at 15,000, they
would have gone at 15,000, is that correct?
“:I-,. I’ira

MAJOR FLOICK: That's what 1 wanted to clear up.

Quostions by CAPTALN KHIEGEH:

q

Captain Bean, you mention here that you arrived--you made contact with
Cousin Leader and then you arrived over the beacon there and you
started & left orbit, and then you say you cbeerved a formation of
C=119 aircraft and then the altitude was changed to 4,000 feet and

Cousinileadar wvas informad of this changas, is that correct?
fes, sir.

What was the time interval on that information? In other words, from
the time he was informed that you were descending to L,000 fest and
the crash, can you give me & rough estimats?

Aoughly, a minute and a half to two minutes, 1 couldn't say exactly

on thats

Questions by MAJUR FEILa:

Q

O G e O D e

=i

Captain Bean, whem you first contacted Cousin Leadsr cowlng in, do
you remember your altitude? UDid you notice it by any chance? That's
whan you were seven minutes out--the first contact.

1 2ould give you an eptimate. 1 couldn®t say exactly.

Could you give me an estimate?
I will gve you an estimats of beatwsen four and five thousand,

Hetween four and five thousand. DHd Cousin Leader pive you his

altitude?
ho; sir, not that I recall,

Do you remember your altituds over the rendeszvous point?
Cur wmission altitude over rendesvous point was roughly 5,000 feet.

You started an coridt to the left and then you started tc descend?
fes, =ir.

And that's when you observed the C-119's?
ihat's right, air.

&T
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Immediately after that you made a call to Cousin Leader and informed
him that the rendegvous altitude would be L,000 HSL?
A eall wag made to him.

Was there any mention mads of C-115%'s bedng in the area at the same
altitude? or was there any reason given for the lower change of
altitude?

That 1 do not recall.

Do you have any idea how steep a turn you were making? The reason 1
agk you that question is--jyou make a statement here, "After approximately
450 degree turn, 1 cbserved an air explosion morth of our pesiticn...”
That was from the time we entered the orbit area.

From the time wyou entered the orbit area?

That was also after the time that Cousin Leadsr acinowledged the

change of altitude, was it not?
Yes, sir, very shortly after that.

In other words, after he acknouledged a change of altituds, you made

a LSO degree turn?
Yo, sir, wa made about a little iess than a 360 degres turn.

Well, 1 suggest that the statoment be changed, Put it so states that
after passing under the C-119, Callahad had informed Cousin

Leader that the rendesvous altitude wuuld be 4,000 KSL and Cousin
Leader acknowlsdged. "After approximately LS50 degree turn, 1 cbserved
an air explosion..."

From entaring the orbit.

FEESIDENT: Are there any more questions? If not, I want to thank

you for coming. That's all.

CAFTALN FREEMAN: 1 was about to suggest that this whole change hes

been made a mattsr of record and will appear in the minutes more completaly
perhaps than it would in any reviaed statement.

PHESIDENT: It is okay with me. That will save you the trouble,

(The witness withdrew from the room)

LT. COLONEL NOHTNN was cAlled as a witnoss, wis sworn and testified

as follows:

" P
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is to determine all factors relaiing to the accident and
of flying safety, to pre

HECORUER) Oolonel, you are informed that the purposs of thia Board
in the imtersst

vont & recurrence and further, that this Dosrd ia

not to obtain evidense for disciplinary sctilon, pecuniary llability, line
of duty status, revecation of commission, or remcval from the sative list.

Queations by the President:

L e N

=g =

o =O O =

.

= D O

¥l syou gtate to the reporter your full naza, please?
Oarl i. Norton, Lieutenant Colonel, $33L-A.

And your tion?
it rector ﬁléplrlﬁmn Jith Bomber Wing.

Colonel Horton, tiis is a mimegraphed copy of a ITwelith dir Force
Operations Grder, 156-53. Will you lool at it and see il it i3 2
copy of the same that you recelved?

Yea sr.

Did you bring & copy of your group order with you?
¥o, sir. We didn't cut Operations Orders. We take the Air Force

Operations OUrders and the group plans the mission snd briefs the
mission.

You do not actually publish & Uroup Operations Urder?
At times, they publish fragments of the crders which says the number

of the crders and briefing times.

In this case, tney did not publish a written order?
They did not.

Ware you present at the briefing?
I briefed.

Just for our infermation, how much altitude inforwation did you give
during the briefing? Did you give about all that is in the order

here?
Yea, sir. | gave our altitude as 2400; trocp carrier altituds at
1900 1 believe and I did glve the rendssvous altituds.

in uﬂﬁ wrds, read the whole order that was pertinent in your case?¥
." -

How about the other aircraft due to be in the area, did you mentlon

that in your briefing?
I-.’ mi - - q

.
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We notice here that wnless I s mistaken here, you waren't givem my
altitude over the marshalling point, is that right?

No, not specifically.
05d you speeifly a particular altitude in the briefing them’

Yen, IMMI&WWMmﬂiﬂﬂmh

to the reviewjng stand,
And that's the way you.did it? Were you on the flight also?
Yes, sir, I led it.

And that's what you did? I mean, substantislly,
Wa went 2400 feet over Ladeuberg but we did elimb to JL0O towards the
reviewing stand. We wers too close to the Troop Carrier Flight and
I had gain altitude to stay sbove them,

"

to
Would you just briefly tell us what experience you had in the area,
the vicinity of the Ladenbsrg Dsscon?
Sn

on eourse when I picked up the first Troop Carrier. Thers was a
Troop Carrier Unit proceeding towards the reviewing stand, I started
to to get 4n behind them. I noticed for the first
Unit which was high in end on cur right; at
about the same time, we noticed a mid-air collision. 7 didn't sctually
see the coliision., I just saw the aircraft coming down. I was too
{involved at that time to pay much attention to the details of it.
We proceeded right on in over the reviewing stand, behind the first

Troop Carrier Unit.

Colonel Netten, could you help the Board out by giving uws any opinlons
you may have, recammendations, that would help to prevent an sceidant

of this type in the future?

The only recommendaticn that I might rake would be rendesvous different
units over differsnt points.

Do you believe that an order written as thiz one was, with the time

over target as the only tire is satisfactary?

It was, so far as we were concerned, in that all we had to do was to
back ©p the target tims to be over the Ladenberg SBeacon. It would be
difficult to give a specific time over the bescon for esch umit since

we were all coming at different speeds.

in
T went over the beacon &t sbout 1646 hours and turned to the left,
got £

ds

FEESIDENT: Thank you very much,
(The witness withdrew from the room)
CAPTAIN ANTBONY H. ZACE wes callsd as a witness, was sworn and tes-

tified as follows:
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RECCHUER: Coptain, the purpose of ) :
factors relating to the sccident and in the interest of flying safety,
to prevent a reswrence, This Board :l:lnrt-
ciplinary action, pecuniary Iiability, line
of oommisaion or removel from active liot.

Questions Ly the President:

& Captain Zack, we have a statement thst
It ian't signed. T would like have
it is your original statement
can do it later on. Do rFou want to do 1t now?

CAPTAIN FREEMAN: There are ten that are not signed. We had better
do it later. .

PRESIDENT: All right.
That's carrect, sir,

Is there anything you wish to change in 1t?
Mo, sir.

You state in here that youn saw more than one jet in your formstion.
Are you quite sure of that? You are in about as good a position to

See A3 anyone,
You mean before it all heppened?

Well, tell us wiaat you can sbout it. It happened sufully fast, didn't

it?

Well, like I say there in the ntltﬂnnt,lmtu- at approximataly
four miles distance, I judged the 317th at 5; I saw them first, Thay
wers larger ships. I saw them further out. They (the jets) looked
be coming aboul between 12:00 aind 1:00 o'clock my positionj as

pot a little closer, I started to glve a warning, I thought they
going to make a pass over us first, They kept right on bearing
us and all of a mudden, their lead gave a command to break to
the right, and his woice seemed in & tense command, That's my impre-
ssion of 1t. The first halfl of the formation broke right, all in forma-
tion, but from there on out, they seemed to waver, Their wings wonld
drop one way and maybe they would bresk in another direction. Two of
shem definitely broke to the left. The first one, he just passed us,
I don't kmow if he was below us or above us, He was sbout our lewel,
but he wms to the right of us, as he went by us and the second one,
why, he wes headed straight for us. You could see down the in-take
of it. I thought he was going to hit us, but then, since he had
dipped his right wing first and then changed directions to the laft,
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right at the time?
Yes, there was & flsch and then oinces, and that's all. 1 dddn't

pee any ship go down or snything. I was half out after that, I
wotldn't sgy what took place after that.

g Thet 45 a1l I haves

Quastions by LT. COLOMEL MCMANUS:

Were you flying 3t the time? Were you on tle controlas?
Iu,d.r.

And then your vision was right across the Able No. 2 on to tue
loader?

= O o

We bhad come out, just come out of the turm fro= the laft and we
wers just levelling out, 5o we were back. Naturally, I was bask
;tthlﬂhﬂiﬁhtmdlﬂuuldﬂupihﬂdmuﬂllmth-

coming.

Quastions by LT. COLONEL FURNS:

Q@  What was your position in ths flight?
A Baker No. l.

FRESIDENT: That would be thes second,

Q@ Did anybody in your unit, like yourself, who zaw these airplanes,

call them out?
Nobody that I heard over the pir geve any order at all that they
gew them. The only thing 1 heard waa their lead say, "Eresk to the
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Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN 3

Q Capt ,ﬂumnumulﬂ;httmur-hﬂml
[ turn, at tha'time, We had been in a turn in the right and
nruuidauntumut.h-hrtmdnjut.ruu-dwhnrn. We

Juat got lewvel,
Que stdons by LT. COLONEL MOMANUS:

A Close enoughi.

qQ Inywpn'nnﬂnmnhu,dn;mtunkthluﬁdrﬂn-mth-?

A Ihﬂ'n-mdmm:mnmIﬂ:mﬂ:ttwmm"ﬁu
a pass over st us. They wera coming straight in. T thought they
surely saw us. We are blgger than they are, and I conld sea them,
I thought they nust have seen us and were going to mske a pass over
u.-l,butaut-hurnm-npr.lan,lbnntthntlnlrm-dtagiwl
warning, he did give the command to break to the right, and then

things happened pretty quick.
Questions by CAFTAIN FREEMAN:

Q Colonal, cme of ow problems will be to try to determine just wiy
the lsad aircraft went down out of control. From the statemsnts

we o
To me, that's one of the unsxplained things
Questions Wy LT. COLONEL BURNS:
Q Perhaps he could show us here with the aireraft hare how the F-84
appeared to po past those airplanes or into thenm,

A  Theoy were flying sbout nere {(indicating). (The witness thon
demonstrated and explained the angle of ccllision.)

ST T
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FRESIDENTt Wo had statemants that two of Lhem want underneath,

Questions by LT, COLOWEL SURNS:

Q  ILieutenant Peck was one. liz sald that he went under the lead ship
and in frons of this ona. That's picbably ihe ons.

A He was shead of this one that hit, I saw him coming at first, and
I saw that he was going to miza it. S0, 1 was watching ihe second
one, tut he sesmed to start to break right, and almcst instantaneously,
hlnn'l:-dmhl:ﬂ:aru!rinlnmlahiﬂuifhnnuthuuﬁw
man there, 1 don't lmow if he did or not.

FAJGH SIMPSOMN: Lieutenant Chilton stated thet he did,

PRESITENT: Aaything else that anybody would like to mak at this
time? I1f not, then thal's all for now and thank you very much for
coming.

(The witiess withdrew from the roods |

CAFTAIN FRANCIS G. MULLER was then called as a witnass, was sworn
and testified as followa:

RECORDER: Captain Huller, the purpose of this Board is to de termine
all factors relating to the accldent and in the interest of flying safety,
to prevent a recurronce. This Board is not to obtaln evidence for disedip-
linary sction, pecuniary liability, line of duty status, revocetion of
commission or removal from the active list.

|
5_.
P
i

Questions by the President:

q Captain Muller, this iz ths statesent that you prepared (handing
paper to witness)., However, it isn't signed, Would you like to
check 1t and see 4if that's the way you wrots it eriginally’

Yes, sir, that's the ane.

A

qQ We will have you sign it later. Are thare any changes or additions
you wish to make at this time?

A Yo, sr,

2 DMd you actuslly see the jet aircraft hit any of the Troop Carrier

A

Q

airplanes?
Yoz, air. -

Could you just tell us briefly what you saw there as the airplane
came in? You might use this little ¥-8l in this formation; if you
would gat up and sort of show what you saw asg it was coming in.

L (Te vitness demonstrated and explained the mgle of collision).
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And you saw the axplosion also?
Ir“‘ m-

Questions by CAPTALN FREEMAN:

Q

A

™d you get the impression that he went ir at about the left engline
or between tha laft ergine and the luselage of the second ehip, or

could you Iesemoel’
on is that he went in mors or less with his belly

Emt 1iks that (indicating). That's my impression and there was
adight ¢limb,.

Questions by the Preaident:

Q
A

Md you happen to see any pleces fying about that time that you

could identifly?
No, sir, that I don't recollect. The pieces, 1 know they ware

flying, but I don't recollect seeing them.

Questions by LT, OGLONEL MCHMANUS:

5
A

You didn't see the canopy of the Jet pilot plane pricr to the impact
with the Ne. 2 alrcraft?
Hﬂ. "-ri

Quaations by the Fresident:

5
A

q
A

When did you vealise that Captain Zack was incapacitated? 1 mean,

gid you notice that immediately and take right over?

No, sir, because I thought that weo were definitely the cnes that

were hit. 1 mean, he was coming right at us, and I couldn't visualize
how we could get out of 1t, As soon as 1 feit the shudder, 1 started
releasing my safety belt. I noticed it (the airplane) wes still
going along: 1 looked over and 1 knew that I had to take over.

Was he unconscious at that time? Do you believe?
1 don't believe he was unconsclous beciise 1 think he sald, "Tou
got 14", in a weak sort of a voice, bul he wis very hasmy.

Questions by LT. COLONEL MCMANUS:

q
A

iid you make any tranamission to the effect that "1 have been hit"
or "I hit one"?

No, sir, 1 eallad up on 135.9., I called up Hed Able 1, whom I

did not know was hit and told him 1 had injured aboard and 1 was
leaving his frequency for 1L18.7. Somebody acknowledged that trans-
mission and 1 transferred to 118.7 and told them that we had injured

SRR T



sboard and my fesling was that svarybody knew, that everybody in
the world knew what had happened. 1 didn't realize that Hhein/Hain
was not aware of what happened., 1 told him that we had injured
aboard and we would be in there in about ten minutes.

Questions by LT. COLOHEL BURNS:

S

O D Es

Frior to impact, did yow notice whether or not this ship that recedved
the major impact swerved or attempted to swerve up or down of move in
any way, to indicate that he saw the jet?

1 don't believe he moved.

Hid your formation move--your "V¢7
We were lesding the "V® and we stayed right in formation.

1s the SOP in your organization to call ocut aircraft positions as

you are flying?
1f we see aircrait?

Yas.
1 have only besn in tha organiszation three weeks, but 1, myselfl,

if 1 see something, 1 would ordinarily eall it out, ir 1 think it
would endanger anybodyr anyway.

You don't recall amybody calling the jets out in this instance, though »

is that right?
Ho, sir, 1 don't recall anybody.

Questions by CAFTALN FREEHMAN:

D = D B D

Were you under the impression that jets were pulling a "buzz® job or

anytiing like that?
No, sir, 1 wasn't under that Impression.

Tell me when this forsation was in progress, was the second ship
kseping a fairly steady formation the lead aireraft?
By the "second ship", jyou mean the fed Able 27

fajor Wells'.
1 know he was keeping s very good formation becausa I had remaziked just
previously that that dells really keeps it in tight,

We had an interview with a former Luftwaffe test pilot who wac an
pbserver from the ground and in & very close position. He stated that
aftar the No. 2 aireraft wis hit, it wobbled cnce or twice and slid
into the lead ship and locked momentarily witn the lead aircralt
before they botn fell. Do you recall whether Major Wella' aircraft

& 1 —!r



had sldd into the ledd aircraft after it was hit?
A bho, 1 don't recall that.

What was your ispression of the wisibility in ihe area of i5s Laden-
berg Beacon at your {light altitude? :
Goneral viaibility, 1 thought it was good, although in my statement
1 stated that the background was noti conduslve to signting the jets
earlier, or sighting anything sarlier, in that direction because of
the mountains behind them.

PHESIDENT: Do we have anything elss? 1f not, that is all. Thank
¥ou wery much.

[The witness withdrew from the room)

PRESIIEET: 1 muggest that we adjourn unless we have some discussion
we want right now.

I The Hoard adjourned at 1500 hours, 20 Hay 1953.

| The Soard reconvened st 0000 hours, all the members who ware presant
r at the time ¢of recess belng presant.

I FHESIDENT: The Board will come to order.

COLCHEL CHESLEY 0. PETERSUK WAS Called as a witness, was sworn anxd
testified as follows:

HECCHDER: The Doard wishes to advisetyou, sir, that this Doard is
here for the purpose of investigaling the csuse of the aircrait sccident
anc in the intarest of Iflying safety, o prevemt a recurrence. This
Board is not to obtaln evidence for disciplinary action, to determine
pecurdary Liability or lime of duty status or to revoks comalssion or
remcys from the sotive list undar J0-2.

Questions by the Frosident:

& State to the reporter your full name,
A Colonel Chesley G. Peterson, 2383,

§ Colonel Fetarson, we have called you up here not only for scme
expert advice, but to clarify a couple of provious witness's statements.
T might nak you firgt if this is the Operations Crder that the LOth
prepared and that you knew atout 1t?
A That is correct.
7
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In the previcus statamenta, we are rot sure how many pecpls within
tne Lfth Group wers cognizant of the change of altltude, Now
thare was a2 statement made that you ware cognigant of the change

of altitude as well as several other people, in other words, your

Group Urder here says rendesvous 15,000 over Landstunl, and we wan ted

to clarify how many people were oognizant of that change.

To tha best of my kmowledge, I remesher I w2z fying a misslon ab
ncon orior to the briefing of the sguadron on Siegenberg Cunnary
Range. 1 landed sbout 2:00 o'clogk=2:30. 1 came in to my Gperations
hnhﬂhmmmtuﬂthuuuthmtdqm
Siegerber, for a group mission. The squadron briefing had already
been done, some tim= betwesan 2130 and 3:30, at which time I was 1o
my operations room for about five minutes, checking un this target.

1 do remember Colonsl Jensen coming into the room and saying that
he had made a weather chock, thnth;uugniutnmnthnun:im

underneath the clouds, and taat's all that was said, He had run &
weather check previously that heo hed just landed, had briefed and
was golng to run the mission undsrneath the clouds.

As far as you are concermed, would it be normal S0P, a change like
thin the group to coordinate that with higher

h.'ndquurtara?.
tegative; in the Ops Order 1t has been stated that it has been run

before, direct cosmumications betwesn Wing leaders cr Sguadron Leaders
ard in this Cperation, there was no comsander to coordinate withj .
our coordination was with the 36th Wing.

That's okay. There is also a little confusion existing there. Did
you sctually see this 12th Air Force Ops Ordar?
liggative, 1 did not.

It does state=-it is the last paragraph on the other page--both the
ground and flying coordination officer--it is about the last paragraph

there.
The enly Operations Order that we have is a TWX Commuications Grders

Tnat is supposed to be & miweographed copy, but theexact form, jyod
made a litile more readails than that ona.

LY. CCOLOMEL, mCHMANUS: Yes.
1 didn't sea thls.

PHESIDENT: That's all 1 have.

1 was asked the minute the Uperations Order came in whom 1 desired
to lead tre formation, I 3aid it would be the L53rd Squadrom,

Colonel Jensen.
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Questions by LT, OGLONEL WCMANUS:

5
A

%
A

The THK you referved to--did you read the TWET
No, I did not.

The only Uperations Order you read then was your own (roup Operaticns

COrder?
My Group Uperations (rder, yes, sir.

Questions by CAPTAIN FHREEHAN:

<
A

Colonel, you do not erdinarily read the Twelfth Operations Orders

that come in?

Yes, ordinarily, 1 do. 1 see every ons, on this basls, that they

come into Wing Operstions and are processed in Wing Operations and
made into s Wing Gperations Order, &t shich time, & copy is immediately
put on my desk and then it is taken over to my operaticns section and
in this case, the TWE came in, a big, long ysllow form and Wing
Operaticns sent it right directly down to my Uroup Operations, pre-
sumably on the basis of a time element, and . did not see it.

Do you know who it was in your Operations Gffice whe read the Twelfth
Cperations Order, if anyone?

Yes, my Assistant Operatlions Ufficer, Caplain Pool and Lisutenant
Heyer, wie is my Persomal Equipment Ufficer, but is in the same room
as the Operations Section snd works under Operations.

Captain Fool, then, would read the Twelfth Uperations Urder and read
the Group Cperations Order?

fe did in this case. Normslly, it has slwmys been before that the
Twel fth Cperations Order was processed at Wing., We had just startad
“n get a Cosbined Uperations Center going. I had cne man from Wing
who had been sent down therej he was away on a flight. Evidently
they just sent the TWK right straight down for our processing,
which Captain Fool and Lieutenant leyer did the processing.

Sir, were yow present when Lieutenant Uolomel Jensen callsd Hajor
Hahn, the 3bth?

No, 1 wasn't present but I was aware that ae had, Ihat was the
conversation, as 1 remesber, that he had called Hajor Hahn of the
J&th and seid that he was going to go beneath the clouds because he
had just run a weather check and that was the only way they could

run the mlesion.

And, sir, your understanding is tnat a change in altituds is pernissible
provided a coordination is mads with the other unit, 1ln this case

the 36th?

79
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cqru.lnl{, sertainly, insofar as they keep it undar VFE conditions.
it is @ Lot more dangerous to rum & ghow if you are going to rendes-
vous in the stuff or on top of the stuff and start latting down

through it. That's mot good.

Do you fesl then, Colomel, that this phrase in the Operations Ordar
which permits direct comminications between wings involved, includes
permisgion to change altitudes?

It should be, 1f it is well coordinated, Yes, sir. However, theare
should be an over-all copmandsr on an air show of ail units, Same-
body should be responalble who would be coordinated with,

In this case, the Twelfth Uperations Urder states thet Lisutenant
Colonel Jayner was the cosrdinating officer, was ihe project officer.
The project officer, yes, sir. 1 am not exactly quite sure of the
time elament, ingofar as 1 said, i bad just landed from my flight.
My squadron had already been briafed. I was under the impression
that everything was just going on an even keel. The cammunications
{rom Chaumont to a project officer at Twelfth &ir Force is a pretty
hard thing to get through in a short space of time, MNow, if his
timing were such that he could only get through to Hahn and still
go on sut and make his take=-off, that may have been the problem. 1
do not know, 1 don't remember the time element there.

estions by MAJOR SIMFSON1

Colonel Feterson, were jou aware of any other aireraft in fy-by
besides the L,0th and the 36th Group?

Negative, I was aware of the lact that Bf's ware going to fly
their acrobatic team, but I did not kmow of anytidng else. I had
turnsd the mission completely over to my Uroup Cperetions 3sction,
and the leader of my elament, my squadron.

And your Uroup Uperations Section did not inform ywu of any other

glireraft?
1t was not mantioned to me, No.

How is the communications betweon your headquarters and Twelfth Adr

Forea?
Dasmn poor, on both telephone and point to point and land line and
the TX, you carnot depond on &ny, but you havs & hot line, with the

TALC,

Questions by LT, OULGHEL MCHANUS:

4
A

Do they in turn have a hot lipe to lamatein?
You are not supposed to use 1t. It is an Uperations Line; [ACC La
ar Gperations Line.



ST T T T T T

l

=0 =i

=0 )

)

i

This would have besn an operational requiremeont.
Yes, that ls correct.

If the facilities are not thare to be used, it shouldn't be there.

I do not lmow if TACC goes straight through to Twelifth Operatlions
office. I haven't tried it. Normanlly, if it is anything to Twmlith

Operatlions as such, there 1s & land-linas.

fihw is in command of TACCT
I dan't know.

Where do they get their information, thelr orders?
Twelfth Alr Porce Operatiocna.

And then isn't it loglcal to assume 1f you called TASC and asked a
guestion, they would call Twalfth Alr Force Operations and get the
angwer or relay the information?

That's right.

And the hot-line, TACC poes good from your base?
Comparatively. It is pretty hard to hear, but al least it is a

direct ring.

fuastions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

Sir, could you state briefly to the Board what you know of Captain
Pool witk respect to his qualifieatlons and exparience as a Group
Operations Qfficer?

Yas, I can. Captain Poocl was acilng Operstions Offlcer in the
493 rd Squadron for nearly two years, where he did a superior job.
When I lost my Assistant Operations Officer—-he was released from
active duty six weeks to two months sgo--I chose Captaln Pool to
coma up as my Asslstant Operatlions Officer.

Then Captain Pool han had six weeks to two months experience in
Group Operations?
That's right.

Durins that time, about how many missions would you say toat hm has
khan:led that have come [prom highar headquartars, Just roughly?

I should judge tiat we handle [rom higher headquarters at least
ten operations orders or [lve Jrders every day.

aell, then, In your opinion, captain Fool is now thoroughly familinr
aid gusalified to haneldle matiors of thla pature?
Ihat is correct.

Jdestions by tie Preslaoonk:



Colonel Petorson, the principal reason we have you here, we think
that with your flying sxporience, you may be able to Lalp tha
Board in thelr reconmendstions on what can be done Lo prevent
sccidents of this nasture in the future. Now, you just briefly
touched on that in one of your other statements, bot could you
give us your idea of what you think could belp %o prevent an
goodident of this type?

A Yes, air, I think at any time shen thers ars disgimilar type air-
craft o large nurbers of oven ths sams type of alreraft, that
separate rendesvous points for ome Wing or maybe two ¥Wings at one
point—=never more, and then all those jilngs feed into an IP at
thodr speciric time, and the IF is 10, 15 miles from the target,
and they come from either right or laft, but in a canverzing path
end it works Just like elock work. The madn thing 4s thut you
cemot stack these damn fighters up high becawse when we jerk the
throttls back and come down, it is s pretiy hard maneuver; if
Lthers ia any westher involved, and you sre in & large formation
your recovery is not teo good, and your maneuverability is bad
because you have got your throttle all the may baskc, the boya
are having a hard tims stayin in formstion. 50, everyliing should
bo done on as good o level and &2 casy o rendezvous-marshalling
area as poesible. The maln thing is to feed them into an IP on

a btine schediuls.

Questions by LT. COLOKEL MOMANUS:

s, ¥ou would recommend & time scheduls over an IP inastead of over Lhe

target?
A Yea, sir,

[

Juestions by the Precident;

Q How about the type of forusticn you fly ror these shows. [o you think
in itself that is inherently dangercus? Jould you have any recomuends-

tions asfthr as that is concernedf
A A show formatlon I8 purely a VFR formation. It is the only thing that

you can fly and it is YFE. If there is any weather involved and you
only have one choice, that's either to break up your formation or get
on top of the stuff. You cannot descend with it and you carmot make

a penetration ror an ascemt in & show formation.

PHESIDENT: Does anybody else have any guestions? If not, that!=
all, thank you very mucsh.

{The witness withdrew from the room)
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CAPTAIN S. Y. POCL was then called as a witness, was sworn and
testified as follows:

RECORDER: Cantain, you are informed that the purpose of this Board
is to determine all factors relating to the accident and in Lhe intarest
R i i Y T e T
ovidence for discliplinary pec : us,
muﬂmﬂmﬁﬂmummm:ﬂiﬂ-ﬁlﬁ under 34—-2.

A Yoo, sir,
Quest lons by the President:

2 will you give the reporter your full name?
A Sam J. Pool.

Q Captain Pool, previcus statements by witnesces lave confused us
slightly as to the exact relationship ef Wing and Group within
the LBth and also with particulsr refersnce to the change of al-
titude which we now knmow is agreed! upon between the LBth and
16th, that is not included in your Group Ops Order. This i3 a
copy thst we have. Would you like to check and see if that 1s
a Oroup Ops Order that was put out?

A Yas, sir, this ia the Ops Order put out.

Q We have statements that you were present at the vriefing by Colonel
Jensen and were cognizant of the changes and from then on, we camot
find where thers was any communication with higher headquarters &s
to that change. Could you enlighten us on Lhat?

A I was present at the briefing. However, I wasn't lnvolved in the
flisht. Therefore, I paid no particular attemtion to the perti-
oulars of the flight, the altitudes, the air speeds, items 1ike
that. T was msinly intarested in their briefing procedure, thelr
outlina, see how comprehenslve—not comprebensive, but see 1F they
had weather brisfing and brisfing by the misslon lsader and Items
like that. I paid no attention whatscever to the marshalli=zg on the

runway, power settings, or things llke that,

Do you recall shat vas sid regarding sltitudes em route to the tarpget

or to the zarshalling area?
A No, sir, I do not. I do lmow there was some discussion aftesr the

westher briefing as to staying VPR and below the cloud laysr.
i You heard po statements in the briefing specifically?

i No, sir, it wus declded, I belleve, pricr to the brieling belzg over
that they would stay below the cloud layar.
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hear any telaphone calls in any of the hesdquarters you werse
in relative to that between the 36th and the LBLh?
I heard a phone call being placed to the 35th at Bitberg and I didn't
pay toc much attentlion to the conversation. It was in another room.

I did kmow Lhe contact was sade.
But you did not personally hear the results of that telephone call?

Mo, sir, iy desk is ocutaide the room the call wags made from and I
. of the conversation. I didn't hear snough to make

a statearent as to what was sald exactly.

FRESIDZNT: That's-all I-have,

Questions by LT. COLOKEL MCMANUS:

=i

-

=T

£

=

In writing your Ops Order, where did you take your information?
T tock it fras & THX form that was formarded to me Irom Wing-—48 Wing

O. I T: That TWI Form waz Iroo Twellth Alr Force.

Dia you read that THX in its sntirety?
Yes, sir, I did,

And I'rom that Intermation, you wrote yuur Ops Order?
That is correct.

and then, you were cogniszant that there were teo e other type

aireraft in the flyby?
Yes, sir, I wmas. Howaver, I didn't pay too mush attention as Lo
what units they were from or type alrcraft. I was interescea mainly

in the p-2, effort.

When you write group operations orders, is it your mormal S0P just
to put in their cperations order the inforcation %iat pertains to

Lhem?
You mean where one or more wiits are invelved, frem diffurent physisal

losatinna?

p{--

Colonel, thds is the third time that I know of in the history of tha
LBth Fighter Homber wing that there has been & zmizsion such as tiHis

with other alroraft units from cther—alrcraflt frow abher unl 2 lnvolved.
I have bmen In this jcb approximstely slx weaks. Thls is th [lirst

tizo I have ever been involved with an Ops Order imvolving sircraft

“rom other units. Does Lhat snower the guestion ry.u wanted there?

i don*t now i0 it was SOP or not.
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who imstructed you in the proper metihod of writing an Cps Ordert

We have baen in a sort of a period of reorganization. I believe that
has been brought out bafore. iie &re sombining or attempting to camoine
iy and Givup operallons. il thal Lims, I requésted orf atlempled Lo
got the eorrect form for writing Operstions Orders which I did obrain.
T believe thers was ome copy o: the regulation on the base and I ex-
tracted the main paragraphs and parts from those for my gulde, just

Guestions by LT. COLOMEL MOMANUS:

Q

= O =

= a0

A

= D M

The phone call has been deslgnated as approxinately 12002 that was
ml to Major Hahn. What time was the briefing?
briefing was 1300 loeal time; 1200 Zebra.

And yoo wers aware that the altitude had been changed from 15,000 feet

to below the clouds prior to briefing?
I was amare that it had been discussed and tmt it had bemn changed.

I yas pot aware toat it had been coordinated with any ather unit,

You say that you Weren't aware that it was coordinated with the 36th.
That's rizht, I knew of no conclusive coordination. I imew an atiempt

was made, the phone call was placed,

At the briefing , you did not hear the briefing o-ficer stete that they

would rendezvous underneath the cloud coverags?
Yes, sir, I did. 4s I oay, it wus digoussed at the brisfing and it

was determined prior to the briefing brealing up that they would VPR
balow the clowd layer.

And yet, you were aware that other aireraft were to be marshalling

for this review?
Yea, sir, I was.

74d it sppesr in your mind to ghagk the altitude Lhat Lhsy were

k7
It did not. I did not pay any sttentlon whatsoever to the uarshallirg
rendegvous point of the adreraft. 1 waa not leading the missZon. The
full information was available tu the flight leader, the mission
leader and it was not for me to question the zisaion leader as to his

method of flying a mission.

But you wore aware that the reelfth Air Porce had ordered jyou Lo
rendegvous gt 15,000 fest, iz that coarreci?
That's eorrect, I wrote that in ay Ops Order,

of
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And you were arare teabt the flight leader was chenging the Twelfth

Alr Foree Operations Ordery
Th-ﬂl.‘l gcorrect.

After the briering, when you returned to your office, did you
poti”y the group operations officer of the change?

I did not.

pid you call the Twalfth Air Porce and notify them of the smnge?
1 did not. There was no request made to us, Colonel, Tor an

authordzation to change rendezvous altitude.

But you heard the change made?
T heard it discussed. I say, I heard nothing cenclusive on the

change in altitudes between ine two fighter wings.

But Tou wore in the briefing room when the change was made?
For the ASth, yes, sic.

Thms LEth was leading the mission?
Thatts sorrect.

You could logleally assume, then, that the 36th would have to change
in order to Join apy forpation urder LEth?

golonel, there were & few more tiings going on In that of fice pesides
thio one mission. e had & pragtice ORT going on. Ve were writing
Ops orders for that. We had a whole schedule board full of Twelfth
Lir Force Operations Orders. The thing had been written up and as
far e T was concsrned, the slssion leader had all the iaformation
requrired for the mission. I had wiped my part of it completely out.
It was up Lo the misalon lsader. I paid no particulsr attention to
what he did or what he chsnged. There was nothing requested from us

£z to suthorlization for any changes.

Let me ask this guestion: You feel once that the squadron bas received
a mission, that the group has no more responsibllity lor the mission?
Sure, they are responsible. Howsver, we can't anticipate thelr neads
or listen te discussion and anticipate and run and get them authority.
If we are approached with a request to change or mke some chmpe from
cur Ops Order, then I think it is our part to soordinate that change

for them.
what is your object them in attendins a squadron briafing?
A8 I stated before, it was not for the completeness of the briefing—

it was for the manner in which the briefing was conducted. Originally
wa possibly have a copy of our briefing 50P. I wanted to sse if they

Hh



. hit the different items thers, 1 wasn't particularly concerned;
it waz no congern of -d.m-mnhﬂ.‘l.‘hlg! powsr settings, rendogvous,

call mgns, froquencies, or anythlng that. I wanted to soe
if they hrd & weathar uf'ﬂ.nur there. I smm't even partic

concerned about what kind of weathar briefing he gave., I wanted
tc sos Af they had & weather ofiicer thers, if the mirsion lsader
hriefod the mission--items that were followsd in cur Ups Order.

Questians by LT, CCLLMWEL HURNSS

Q You were thers more or less to see that the itens more o less TOCOSSArY
for the condioting of ths brisfing were provided, the facilities,
woather officer and things like that?

A  That's correct. 1 dida't gare--1 wasn't flying on the alesiocn. 1
didn't care about snything else,
Questions by LT. CCLONEL NCMANUS:

If the weathsr of ficer hadn't shown up, would you have taken any

Q
action?

A Fo, =ir, 1 would not.

g If the f1ight leader hadn't shown up, would you have taken any action?

A Ho, sir.

] Or the briefing officer? ;

A 1 would have possibly gone back to ny Operstions Gfficer armd told him
that the unit did not bric{ Lecause the flight leader or the misslon
leadsr d4id not show up.

Q@ Would you do anything about getting the misslon complated?

A Other than telling my Operat. Officer, no, sir,

LT, COLOBEL MoHANUS: Lhat's all I have.

Questions by MAJUR FLURICK:

qQ If you turned the ndssiom ovar to the mission comuander and you statod
that once you turned it over to him, you wiped your hands clean of 1%,
then again, what would ba your object in attending that thing, 11,
like you say, you wiped your hands clean? Don't you think that the
mission commander would have taken care of it then, possitly, or was
he under the impression that you were assisting hin?

e | He dide't even know 1 was attending the meeting. 1 walked In and took

a seat in the bagk, He knew 1 was present, but he had no previcus

armouncement of my being thers or anticipating that I would be there

if we, at Group or Wing, took each umlit by the nand on each Cperations

Order, we couldn't possible hope to acconplish our misslon,.

07



@ 1n this particular instapse, then, it appears then Lhat the mis- 3n
commander on this particular mission, you might say, wao not fully
truated then to carry out all the phases of his responsisility in
seeing that there were weather briefings and every other briefing
that 18 inwvolved in a misgion of this sort?

A Ugfinitely nots That wasn't the intent of my visit te the briefing.

Questions by MAJUR FEIL:

care what oo ts of the briefing contained?
That's correct.

i 1n other words, the mission comsander could have changed the target,
the time, the take-olf,everything about ine mission, as long &8 he
nad the briefing officer there and as long as he had the weathber
afficer, and as long as he followed this little fom?

i ‘Tat's ccrrect.

Q Your intent thmE was just to cbsesve the procedure and youd didn't
A

Q Qut of your office?
A That's correct.

Q You were under that impression even after having read the Twelfth
Air Fores Ops Order on that, calling for a specific time, place,
mention of other mircraft being over the marshalling area, the time

over tarpeta?
A  As far as I was concerned, the mission leadsr, as I stated before,

had all the information available to him that was necessory to complete
the mission. 1t had been turned over to the squadron and 1 was

attending the briefing merely as 1 stated before, to see that the
order--whether or not they conducted the meeting.

1s that the only reascn this group officer attends the briafing?

As far as 1 know, no one from group has attended a meeting llke that
nmtmmm.;nhrilﬂmmHﬂnhtnhulditiungm
briefing room and hriefed by group.

As 1 understand, your group at times appoints a squadrom % handle
a complets mission?
That's correct.

And thds i3 the first time that the group has ever monitored a briefling?
That's correct. Hajor, I said 1 have been in that job six weeks. I

am sttempting to learn that job. 1 am atlempilng to find out what

goes on in the other units. 1 have been in 8 squadron level far

quite some years, 1 aa lesarnine--1 am trying to find out what goss on
in the other umits. All I know is the way that one particular squadron

waz being operated,
"R
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Well, I am just trylng to determine the GOF of the goup, as far
az the briefing is concerned.

As far as 1 know, there is no SOP published by group that amyocne in
group will monditer briefings, 1 did it purely on my owm.

‘as to their S0F cuncernlng a request for different
altitudes or something like that? You stated a wdle ago that
before a group would take mectlon, it would have to be in a form of &

q
Hajor, having been in the military a short time myself, it is only
s to change some part of an order,
thay should go to their next higher echelan to get that changs, 1
see no reason for it having to be written down, 1[ we publish an Ups
order to & squadren, we tell them to fly on their back at 30,000

g
3
i
g
3

Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

5

&

S
A

By the same token, them, if the 4ith Bomber ding got an order from
Twelfth to fly at 15,000 at Ladenberg and they wanted to change it,
shouldn't they go to Twelflth Air Force to get & decision?

The squadron--

1 am talking about the Wing.

That's correct., I wouldn't huve changed this myself. I would have
contacted Wing Operations and Training, saying the squadron has re-
quasted a change of altitude, and you get the change for us.

Questions by MAJOR FLORICK:

R
i

i

A

=
A

You were sware of that change, howover?
s 1 say, 1 was avare of an sttempt at a change.

Was there any attempt on your part to find cut wiy the change wis
being mads or if there was any ccordiration or if the change had been

made T
hot & bit, It nover ontered my mind. I wasn't altting out there

worried about this one partioular mission when I had thirty to fifty
other orders, some of them carrying as much or more priority
possibly.

Dy rou fesl that you should have some asaistanced
Woat?

Some assistanea?
Derindtaly.

Suestions by HAJGH FEIL:
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As far as a request [or change, it doean'ti appear to me that it
would make sny difference if the squadron raquested the change
because in this cass, you went ahead s&nd made the pguadron change

and no action was taxan.
1 sea no reason for me tu question the mission leader's integrity.

He is the mission leadsr by virtue of his capahdlity. If he fails
down on that, it is not for me Lo remove hism.

Here you not attending the briefing in the capacity of a monitor?
I was not. 1 attended the briefing due to my own curlosity, -

Auestions by CAFTATN KRLEUER:

q

- o e > o r o »

[ &

Captain Pool, 1 am still a little confused. You are under reorgamisation
now, is that correct, in the Lith Fighter Bosiber Wing whereby Uroup
ations and Wing Cperations will be a combined effort, is that

correct?
That's correct.

1 smee. JNow, when an order is published then at Orovp Level, it goes

directly to the sguadron?
That's corretts

Now, has there been a SOP written on this procedure? In other words,
is the authority as well as the responsibility for diroct communication
wif, higher echelons authorized in Lhat cage--straight to the Wing

for instance?
By the aguadron?

Yes.
h‘ ﬂ.l' -

What is your interpretation of this Twelfth Air Force Order whersby
4 rect commurdcations are authorised between Wings?

For just such a matter as s, if thers i3 something I wanted or
needod to be changed or coordinated betwoen Wings, the request should
have to come from someons concerned with such as the mission leadsr
to us, we would ask the Wing to coordinate it with the other Wing, to
get approval or fight the ihing out, or Wing might say, "Ckay, we

do not know the particulars. Let the mission leader call the othar

Wing concerned.”

i see. Then, it iz actually an open caseé depending upon the particular
incidant a3 t¢ who does the coordinating. In other words, 1t can
revert back to the mission conmander itself, providing it is authorized

by youl



A T oy me, by Wing, that authorised direct communications Letween
ngs.

Questions by LT, OULONEL SURNS:

Q munmmﬂmmmm-mmmm:lum, did any-
hudrthin‘:mminhuthltthmmnthruniu at this zame

altitude, rendegvousing over the simo pointd
A As I have stated before, the mission leader had all tha information

that had been available to me.

Questions by LT, CULONEL MOMANUSS

+] When &an order comes in from mrthurhmundurmlnwmun
up that you have, Muitcmﬂmmmmmmﬂgm

Officer?
A Mo, sir, it comes W Wing. Wing logs it in and cut to us,

GQuesticns by the Fresident:

Q 1# there a Wing Operations Officer?
[ There i3,

Questions by LI. COLOGLL HCHANIS

Q@  What is his responsibility in reforence te an operatiooal order from
Twelfth Adr Force?

A He is to see that it is given to us, esfst a3 possible, ond to co=
ordinate any matters that we need, on this particular Ops Order, It
comes in from Twelfth Air Force with no frequencies for the mission,

i thout the call sign of the Jotn, 1 didn't call Twelfth Air Foroce

& rect apd ask them what those were, 1 called Wing CUperations and
Training, 1 said they bave deleted or failed te put in the frequencies
to be used on this mission and the call sign of Cousin Leader, or I
didn't say Cousin Leadsr, 1 dida't know what it was-——of the 36th.

Can you find tiose out for me"? They did.

Does he write an Cperations Ordsr from the Twelfth Operations Order

from the Uroup to carry out?
Hot undar the new 5oL Up.

How large & staff doea the Wing Cperstions apd Tralning Section contain?
1 ean't answer that. There are two ol flegrs and soveral clerks there.

O D

LT. COLONEL BHLINGER: Two officers in the LBth.

Quegtions by LT, COLONEL HCMANUS:

S



Ho is more administrative than operaticnal in his capaecity?
1 can't say. 1 don't know what the new set up will be. 1 think the

organdgation will be this: They will end up with one gificer ard
ope clerk and he wll be in strictly an admird strative capaci fy=-

adviss the Wing Commarder and coordinate matters for us as Cps
Orders, like we are discussing for instance.

Questions by MAJOR SIMPSCN:

q

o
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tain Fool, you said you attendsd the briefing cut of carlosity,

Cap _
ig that rignt? Did I understand it correctly?
For my own curiosity, yes, sir, and 1 also said to acounint aysell

with the procedures of the other units.

You work for Colonsl Thomes, is that correct?
That's correct.

Yasterday, Colonel Thnomas showed us an SCP that required that & group
operations officer be at sguadron briefing. Are you aware of that?
1 am not aware of that. .

Were you aware of any 50F's in the group operations section?
Yas, sir, very delinitely.

Mt not that particular one?
o, sir, 1 don't rely on memory. If 1 want to check a cortain tame,

Imlgututhaningsmnrthnﬁrzu;ﬁm1uukmpmdsnit
thars iz an SCF to cover such subject or whatsver 1 want to check and

1 will resd it.

But in this particular instance, you did not?
Ho, sir.

After the weather reconneissance, I balieve it was flown by Colonel
Jemnen, were you sware of the altitude nt tne base of the clouds?
* yagn't aware of the weathar recan flown by Colonel Jensan,

mean for the squadron

Ian't it customary for the groups %o notdfy, .
zht vhetscever?

to notify the groups swhen they are going outl on amy rii
vegative,

Colonel Jensen did not obtaln permission of the group Lo fly waather
racon?

lo, sir, it 1s nol nocessary.

You road the complete Twelfth Alr force Gperations Lorder?
Yas, zir, one time.

9
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You were aware, then, that olber aireraft were in the fly-by?
That is correct.

pid ;ou pay any attenticn %o the rendezvous pointas?
No, sir.

Cr altitudea?
Outside of the 84's—

Or altitudes?
Mo, eir, I did not inow that the rendegvous point they gave the

Bite was on an airway.

Well, it was on an airway, but at your particulardtitude, it was
above airmay control, is that right?
That is corruct.

How about when they brougat it below the clouds?
There again, that's not for me to Question the mission leader's

capabilities, He is as much aware of the rendezvous polnt as I.

Did you mention it to him that he was flying on & controlled alrsay?
%o, sir, it would be VFR.

Juest ions by LT. COLONEL MCEANUS:

q

=60

4

Do you foel that it is your rank that prevents you from informing
a miosion's commander who is of & higher rank of a violation of &

flying regulation?
Wo, sir, I don't. I would feel free to bring it to his attention or
advise him at any time, if I definitely saw a vioclationd [lying

regulation. :

Or & violation of an operatione order of a hlsher hewdoguarters?
Posslbly.

Then, you didn't think in your oun mind that the flisht leaderts
changing his rendezvous altitude fram 15,000 Teet to Lelow the clouds
wan in violation of an operations order of a higher command than

his sguadron?
I thought it was a very reasonable change to make, to stay VFR with

that many aireraft. It didn't enter my mind that 1t had not been
coordinated or would pnot be cocordinated.

You were o direct represemtative of the offlce whom he would save

to coordinate it with?
I had no responsi>ility asslgned me to see that this misslon was

garrisd ocut.
. 0 3



You are assigned to Lhe Group Operatlone Offlce, aren'i you?
That's correct.

You wrote the Operations Order?
That'!s correct.

Questions by MAJOR SIMPSON:

q

A

e

= S = B i

i

You say you were awara that other aireraft were to be in the [ly-by—
other type airoraft. Who else in the A48th Fighter Group was aware
of that fact?

I couldn't answer that question. The Ops Order was there in the
office. I started to hawve a typlst type it out to write out all
abbreviations and dus to the time elsment, I told him not to--I took
it over., I belisve you have a copy of it. You can see where I
have underlined scme parts that pertain to the &it's. It was nade
avallsble to the mission leader. Lisutensnt Meyer, Lhe Personal
BEgquipment Oificer assligned to the Group was asslsting me slightly.
He is trying to break in on Operstions procedures. He looked at it.

Is that your norumal means of disseminating information, to lsave It

in a basket and let somebody resad it?
We are nol cperating nopmal, Usjlor.

What do you mean by that?
We are in & peried of recrganization—sverything we are doing now is

strange to us, strange to my=elf.

This Colonel Jensen put himself oot by looking in the basket. Could
you have read that other miroraft were at other altitudes?
Qolonel Jensen was called to that office.

Did you include in your operations order that Lhere would be other

gireraft in the fly-by formation?
I did not.,

Would It be ioglical tiat Colonel Jansen would talks your Cperationa
Urder and complete the miszzion from yoar Operations Order?
f that had been all the Inforcation given to Colomel Jensen, yos,

gir.

dhat?s an Operations Onder for?
It i= to give tie Lask to be perfopasd by subordinats units,

fell, he can't perform it if he doesn't nave all the information.
I conaldered it sufficient information to perform a mission. He
wag leading two of the 84 wings phyaleally, feographically, one
hundred and some mlles apart. néc pe known other alrcrafl were
ln the area, how would he nava priefed tie other Wing¥
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You are asking me a question?

Haybe there in a [ault in the aystem somewhere. I don't know. Bub
if it was so particulsr for everyone, so lmportant Lthat everyone
goncernad have it aritten dowmn for hall of the 8 flight, how about
the other half? You have assigned one man as mlsslon lsader res-
ponazible for two wings of B4's, with no ways whatscever for Lhat
misaion lsader to brisf all s in the flight.

=
-

=g

3  You feel that it would be necessary for him to brisf all the pilota
in the f1ight as long as the other pllot group had the informatfon,

the same information that he had?
A  There mgain, I think that would be up to the mission laader, how
important he thinks it is. The particular pilet doesn't care.

Speaking {rom my own experience, I don't care how many aircraft
there are in the area, as long as I have a competont mission leader.

However, I do--would take sxtra precautiors 4f I lmew there were
numercous aireraft in the area. :

The way I urderstand, that Colonel Jensen wae glven the camplete
responsibility for completion of this misslon, 1s that right?
That's right.

Wies he authorized direct communications with the 36th Fighter Uroup

and the Twellth jir Force?
fiot to ny lknowledge.

Your group was authorized direct communications?

Begative. In the Twelfth Air Force Qperstions Order, it said,
"Direct camunications are authorized between wings; in the LBth
Bomber Group S0P or Operstions Order, I will read lrom that Opera-
tiona Order: "Direet commumications between wings to coordinate
detaile of {light authoriszad®, wputhorized® is not in there.

Howayer=—

] Then Colanel Jensen tock it upon himself to call the 36th Fighter
Oroup without the permission of your wing?
A Apparently.

PRESIDENT: That's all, Thank you very much.

Lo o

= -

{The witness withdrew fram the room)

LIZUTENANT EDNIN EENNETH LEE was then called as &8 witness, =as sworn
and testified as follows:

RECORDER: [leutenant Lee, you are informel that the purpese of Lhis
Poard ia to determine all factors relating to the scoident and in the
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interest of flying salety, to prevent a recurrsnce, This Board
ir not to obtaln evidence for dissiplinary sction, pecuniary
11abllity, revocation of commission or removal from the active

1list.

guest fons by tne President;

]

A
]
i

=

[P
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Please state your nane,
Lieutenant Edwln KEemmeth Lee.

Licutenant Lee, did you prepars & staterent on the accldent?
Yes, sir, I did. It wasn't one of these legal statements; 1t was a
statoment right after the accident that I prepared at the 60th

Troop Carrier.

The Soard doesn't have & copy of it. If you can just briefly tell
us what you saw; normally, if you have made & statement, we ask
if you want to change it or anything, but if you will just tell
us briefly what you saw from the time, say, approaching the
Ladenberg Deacon, relative to the accident, we would like to have
it am complete as possible.

All right, eir.

uestions by LT, COLOMEL BURNS:

Sefors you start, what was your position in the formation?
Able No. 1.

Questions by the P! ssldent:

=i

In other words, to the left of the first formation?

A3 we were ap the beacon, 1 heard someons tranmuit over tha
radio that "we have you in sight st approximately 9100 ofclock”,

and T was looking for Lhe formation, trying to get them in sight so
that I would know how we would fall in behind them, I couldn't ses
snybody, and I did see what locked 1ike a C-47, at sbout 2:00
o'clock to our position three miles, It was the only afreraft I
saw, and tien T heard somebody say, "ve will do a 350 to the right
to fall in behind you and at that time, I saw a few seconds after that
& Tlirnt of jets below us and going at about across our noss, soing
in the direction of about 8:00 o'eclosk to us, and I was lociing for
the 317th and couldn't find them. I didn't see them at any time and
than as we completad, it appeared zs if we complated our 360 or
spproximately wmrleting it, when I heard somebody say "Sreaz" and
I looked up and I saw tids rlight of F-B4's suddenly scattered and
it locked as if they mant campletely through us and the onme that

I had my eye on was the one that was comlng for me and at the time
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that T saw him, he wns up in & %0 degree bunk and he went across
cur nose, I saw the explosion to my right, which was ;ppmﬂ.-mhlr
As I saw i

e, tos rest were already through. I tried to

the lsader, saintain my po
he was in truuble, when he slowly banked to the right and more or

lens d¢id a split "S" and went stralight down. By that time, he
disappeared. g wing covered his position. I called over the
radio, "Jid dy sae the leoad and samabody replicd, "He

sfter this zaplosion?
No, I don't resall that I did. It seemed like it was intsel from

uy positicn.

You jaow of no reason why that alrplane peeled off and went dowm,

q
an far a8 your remembGerance of what it looked like?

A No, as far as what I saw, it sppeared as ir it was a wholo ship.

Q

A

=

pid you wonder &t the time why he had peeled off 1ike that and

gone straight down?
I cursised that his wing wao hit because of ths explosion, of the

way that the alrcraft was coming at mo and he was in a YU dagree
bank; he wae turning snd pe hit Able No. 2. He would lava to Just
about pase the position of the lead ship's wing.

+ Sut you didntt actually ses any damage to the wing of the lead ship?
A o,
Questions by LT. COLONEL EHLINGER:

q Approximately How far were you eway from the lead ship?
A Just approximately 10 reoct between wing tips and 10 reet velween pnoso
to tail.

Q When you first saw the (igoter, what range was it whon you first saw

any fignter?
A 1 would say sbout marbe anywhere from a half second--the distance it
takes to traval.

The first tlse when you say they wers coming ['rom 8:00 ofclock?
You moan at ahat tims ] Saw Lnom.

B i
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Did asybody report Dogies from your flizht?
Wo, =ir.

fio one reported other slrerafl?

No, #ir, I heard over the ralio somecne saylng "Jouzin, tils 1o
f1igbt so and so® I appeared then i ms kind of jusbled. I
den't reeall the conversation that went on, but it appeared that

thay had trouble Jeiningz up.

Questions by LT. COLONEL BiRLRC:

4
A

q
A

After the collision, did you notise whether Able No. 1 and Fo. 2
aver got into close proximity of each other?

No, sir, it seemed from where I was sitting at the time of the
explosion, there wmas an alrcralt there and after tio explosion
there was no aireraft, It seomed to disappear.

You dom't Lhizk that Able Ho. 2 laoverfered In any way lﬂ.ﬂl' Able

No. 17
Ho, sir.

Questions by the President:

q
A

In talidng to your so-pilot, uld he see any more than you did?

T don't recall, sir. It doesn't appear as if he did. He wus flying
at the time T was. I was soing to take over the controls frum hlia
when this happenad. 5o, I was watchlng instruments. 1 was sitting
in the right seat and he was flylng croaos-cockplt.

Cusstions by CAPTAIN KRIEGER:

Q@

Lieutenant Lee, for clarificatiom, you say you maintained your position
on Abls No. 1. iias Abls No. 1 after the explosion still in ids
position? In other words, when you saw the explosion, was Abls No. 1
still in his position and maintaining that position and how long

after the explosion did he stsrt this slow turning?

I would say that it vas just a matter of a couple of secouds, am
actually, I did not make any physical effort to get into the position.
It was all in my mind, I presuse, I thought I should get back into
formation on the leader and about thmt time, he did peel off. It
happened oo fast-——what Lo me at the tls=e appeared like hours wre

only seconrxis.

Cuest ions by LT. JCOLONEL SURNS:

5
-

"

0id vou sea sny othar F-9, sircraft go by your formstion beride the
ane that hit?
Yes, sir.
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A I didn't.

Questions by LT. COLONEL BURNS:

[ 44 you notice your leader or alse in the formation make an
attanpt to go up or down to the F-8L's?

A lin, =ir.

Questions by CAPYAIN FREEMAN:

q What would you trdnmk the visibility was in the Ladsnberg area at the
time? -

4 I would say visivility was approximataly six to seven miles and even
witi that visitdlity, it would be hard to see any aircraft in the
visinity because of the darkening skiss in the backpround., It looked
like rain showsrs.

What was the eleud condition, the density, altitude and types of
clouds?

A It appeared like it was abovt 6/B coverage in the sreas swrrounding
u,hﬁhw;uiﬂuﬂtnhmndhhnmu-,m
seemed to be & break over us and it was then & stratus-type cloud,
and around the srea swrrounding us, it appeared to be a few baby
cusnlus around But it was pretty well coverdd.

flow ndgh above you were these clouds that you speak of in this ares?
I would say sbout 1,000 fect,

1,000 feet abowe you?
Yas, sir.

At any time did your formation pass through or close to any of these
small olovds that you mentioned?

No, it appeared as if thay were 500 feet sbowve us s we were climbing
out on course; they were about 5500 feet, when we got to 5,000, they
were approximately 500 feet above and the ceiling was about 6,000
feet over that area.

= O =5 =H
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PRESITERT: That's all, Thank you.
(The witness withdrew from the room)

COLOKET, JOTNRR was recsiled as a witness snd after being reminded
that he was still under cath, testified ss Iollowa: _

chow==135,9 and . Wee
but inddcations were that the tower transmitter was out, This wes

verifisd by tower persomnel and t-haa: sald they thought they could

get it back in prior to the shows, lhey worked on this frequency, on
the transmitter, but the transmitter did not come in untll approximate-
1y two to three mimutes after five o'clock. The first pircraft were
overbead at 5:00 o'clock., Therefore, we had to relay sll messages
through the landatuhl GCA all on 135.9, I think thet's just about

the way it worked, For all intents and purposes, theg, we hed no
direct commmicatinns from the tower to the aircraft.

Questions by LT. CULONEL MOMANUS:

> O = o

One thing, Colonal Joymer, did you imow when you were in the tower
that the jots had changsd their altitude?
I did not.

There was no conversstion between [he jets which you might have ploked
up whiech would convey to you the change?

I &4d not; nos T would like to add, excuse me, Colonel, we also
directed this f1ight which is the acrobatic team, to hdve & pilot
stand by at 135.9 to relay but then as I said, the accident came in
and the air was jammed and he couwldn't relay. 5o, it didn't do us
any good. HNo, Colonel McManus, I heard nothing at all and the othar

people in the tower didn't elther,

Tken the fact that your tranamitter went out could have no bearing
on the accidont at alll? |

Hona st .
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Questions by CAPTATN FREEMAN:

Q
A

g
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8ir, this entire cpecation is based on VFR conditions, is that correct?
Absolutely.

And as I understand from your revious testimomy, that on the morning
of this accident, you were in the process of checking the weather
slmost continuously, up until the twe hours before, which was the
That 45 trus, I would 1iks to modily that somswhat, though. In
discussing it in the office with my boss, it was decided that the
aireraft would take off. The trend through the day was for improve-
even though the aircraft took off, the weather broke

We that
after toat two hour period, we could still fly the mission, as the

At a VFE operctisn, that would mesan VFE at all of the air fields in=-
prographic points inwolved, is that correct?

In other words, the entire opsration wss tc La VFR and not only the
partion of it over Landstuhl-~the whole thing had to he VFE.

That was my contention when I wrote the Ops Order, it would have to
ba a VFE gnd 1 think it is understandable.

And 1t would have to be VFR st the verious sltitudes specified over
Ladciberg? :
Yes, alr,

As well as the airfields they departed from?
Yas,

How, you state thet you had besn checking the weathor from those fields
and did 1 understand correctly, you were getting weather sequences from
Heddelberg or Hammheim?

I checked the bapes that the aircraft were taiding off from, they were
good} they were 3500 feet most of the time, VPR, 8o, indications were
that they would be shle to get in, The forecast at Landstuhl was 3500
scattered to broken, I went up at 1:00 o'clock and talked to the
weather officer=-sither 1100 or 1:30; in that time period and talked to
the weather officer and he said that the area would hold sbout 3500

f&t scattered to broken and that in my estimstion, scattered would be

What did you wnderstund by "area® in that sense--landatuhl area?
True, and at the same time, 1 talked to idm; I got the weather for
Rhein Main, Neubiberg, Bitburg, Landstuhl, Chaumoni and Laon, amd
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that's a pretty good soverage of the area. I did not get the
Heidelberg weathsr,

Even if you had the Heidelberg weather, it probably would have been
a surface observation, is that correct? 3
Yes, 1 acsume it would be o visual observation.

1
Here is what I am driving at, Colonels That there was a respomsibiliuvy
ta rec on in the event that the westher was unsuitable
and 1% seams to me that in an operstion of this sort, it would have to
be VFR throughout all of the points in which the f1ight was to be com=
ducted snd at all of the assigned altitudes. Thersdore, 1

L
;

ia
Lot me predicate my statemsnt with this: wm,l?mn

st the altibude
the mission is run which includes 500 feet on top. I would say that
the weather from what I could determine didn't u-utuhltunllrg-tlf

the observstions that are presented thers om the chart which we did

and st the same time, taking the opinion of a weather officer which we
did, and in addition, we did have fights up that day from the 86
Figiter Bomber Wing and also ome from the Headguarters which said the
ares was good, MNow, a8 brought mp in my first testimomy, the exact
level of the clouds was not determined at this tims but they said the
weathér was good and the wisibility - as good in the complete area which
included the Mannheim area marshalling.

dnd vet, on the other hand, Colonel Jensen went out and ran his own
woether recomnaissance at the lsvel his a‘rcraf* was supposed to fly
and found it was not suiteble and thet this was a key factor, the
cause of this sceidemt; I would like to kmow whether or not it would
be poszible to send out westier reconnalssance sircraft from whatever
stations are appropriate and hawe those airersft report directly into
the project officer for the [Iy-over rather than have two or three
Egh:,hlnda going out and the left bhands mot kpowing what they are
in
Let ma clarify something in my own mind. Colonel Jensen sald thare
was weather at 15,000 feat.

Tes, |l
Well, we didn't have that Information.

You sea, Colonal, that's what I am driving st. It seems to me that
the project officer on this whole project should have had the complete
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information. I it were possible for the LBth to send out a weather
reconnaissance st the altitudes they were interested in, I am wWonder-
ing in the future if we couldn't bawe someone, perhaps Twelfth, send
sut a wosther reconnadssance ship and check 211 of the altitudes that
are involved to insurs that this gntire operstion will be con-ducted

Vil. B b B .
A —IVis & albility, +F courss, We had our WealheT reconnalssanc. mir-
oraft wf' ni": up Inuﬂné at the area. F-86's were rendes

vousing Sbove 15,000 fest, although it is not stated n the Ops Order,
o discussed 1t with the 86th Wing mb Landstuhl and thay sgresd to &
rendesvous sbove the F-fl. h:%:'tm fore, we could determine that the
weather shouldn't have been ‘at that arem, at that altitode, Now, .
Colonel Jensen, if he said 1t wasn't, as 1 sald bafore, it was wnimown
to me, I would like to have Colonel Jensen's statement.

Questions by MAJCR FLORICK: :
Q . ™Md you have a conversation with Colonel Jensen in reference to the

weather prior to any take=-off's or anything?
A qﬂ‘. gT, J“ﬂ FMQ

Questions by LT. COLOMEL MCMANUS:

You work fairly close with the 86th, don't you, being on the same base?
Yos, oir.

S

A

(] Did you see their operations order prior?

& No, sir,

Q Do you know if they had written one prior to the mission?
A Mo, I don't imowe

Quartions by MAJGE SIMPSON:

Q@ Colomel Joyner, did you st any time talk %o Major Hahn?

A XYeos,

§ On that day, that ia Fridsy ths 15th?

A I balieve I did, in the morning. I gave hir a recall the day bafore

and told him that if the weather was bad, that I would give him
enother recall at 1L00D, the day of the show,

And the day of the show, what time did you talk to him?
Major, 1 am not sure. 1 am not even positive that I talked to him

that day.

g You recs”]) Major Hahn tellinp you anything about a change of sltdtude
of the F-BlL's? 113
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A Net before the show, no—afterwards, yes.

dould 4t be the standard presedure i they wanted to change altitudes

in this type of a show, to notify jyou?
A 1 den't sulte follow what you mean--standard procedure—it would be

a8 good procedure, let me ptf it that way.

A3

Tou would expeet to be notified or any change of altitudes that these

<
different sroups nad made?
A 1 would eertainly think so.
a Another point here, each of the group leaders in the guestloning tiat

has come before the Ooard here, stated that it would be a vary gocd
{dea to have differont rendesvous points even though the alreralft Iad
different altitudes. Would you go along with that?

A Normally, I would., In this ome case, the weathor was, Decams &
ractor. We checked the prog. ror the weather and the westher people

said thore was a poasibility of a front coming in on Friday, the same
as we experienced the day before. So, we thoughlt wien we wrote the
Ops Order, that if we could keep them at one altitude and ir we eould
obtaln commmications with chem, we could clange It on the last
minube basls, und have thom come in at the sass altitude aud separate
thelir TOT's in such a manner &3 there would bo no posslbllity of them
overrunning each othey antd Lhat w3s ope of the reasons we Lrisd Lo
marahal then in one centralised srea by splibting tham in aititudes,
taking care of what we thought would be a safety [aclor.

Tou mean you were soing Lo sabend Lhe actusl fly-l» and Save Lhezm

gome over greater intervals?

A If the weather was solid below & certain level, we knew far suough

in advance, wo could direct tiwme=the unitse-to hlt the beacon cut-
bound to ths target at approximately the same altitgde but with a
much greater spread than thelr TOT timas. The reastn we dacldod

on having a centralised marshslling point was In the event the weatber
beckme & solid cvercast, at mot below 4,000 feet, it would be poszlible
to bring the [lights in at adjusted altitudes and TOTYs, to stay ander
this owercast and still have proper gseparation o flying safeby .
PUrposes,

Queslions Ly MAJOA JILPSON:

In your planning, then, Zolonel Joyner, vou hal planned on posalaly
changing the aititudes If the aireraft, if the overcast was such
that you couldn't get them down through at?

A Yes.

AR STMPSOM:: I don't have any otner guest ions.
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Questions by the Fresident:

@ You have coversd briefly come answers to iiis quectlon but could you
help the boerd any in givine us amy of your regopuendstionn you may
have in wddition that would perve to preveat an aceldcnb of this type

in the futurel . ¥

A Colozsl Sclmid, I thought sbout this quite a bit, as we have all. It
is & very soricus thing to happen and I krnow wa all want to preclude
1% heppening agsin, I think il we run like this aga':n, e Can marsoal
different airoraft st different looations, although I don't think
4he way the Ope Order read, that that was o conftributing factor, lut
to ba surs that we don't have different type aireraft in tho sancg
aroag, in the future we can poesibly do tust and have them in or over
the TOT cutbound to the targaet at HM muarshnl to hit the IP==outbound

to the target.
Questions by HAJOR FLORICK:

Q@ OColonel, wiat do you think sbout subordinate uaits changing any
portion of an order without notifying tue originator of the order?

4 I would like io think about tiet a little before. The clroumsiances,
of course, would have a lot to do with that, I think=-=if there vaa
no other alroreft and one unit wes flying & slow, ounce thev had
contact with tho other f£iight, I would think it would bo proper for thwe
pilot %o use lis own discretion to bring a flight down, il he were
amre he didn't endanger anybody =lse to come in a Zore euitable
altitude, Tho time elsment war & gonsideration. It is poseible
for a pilot to got over a target and for the weathsr
to change and hs will have to make s spot declsion. The feeling in
the Adr Force huu alw beon that the finel prerogative 1s alwoys
on the pilot and he be given that puoh flexibility. If 1t is
somathing that le has detercined baforahand, I would say that 1%
shiould be the procedurs, probably, to let the svpervising direeiing
ergunigation know. ;

Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMA L

1 Q ©Cclonel, after giving this acoiden. some thought, as you aave ptated,
what do you feel iz the primary Iundamentsl cause for this accident

in this mid-alr collisioa?
A I don'"t have the information you gmntleoman have.

Fromwhat you do knor of 1t, Colonel?

You are putting we raiher on the spot. The primary cause «f the
accident definitely fo sireralt running together in VFR weathoor,

- hileh een only Le placed on the pilots thomselves, rusuriless whethor
thars was poor plenning or whether the dircotion of the mission was

1n{
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a problem or notj I still think the basic cause was alrcralt
running together In VFA weather, bub Lhere are no doubt p=-
there are soms other contribuling factors, whlch I am not in
s position to go into.

GATTAIN FreclAis Tnat is all T have.

PRESIDENT: Anybody elss lave anything more? That is all.
7ou very mush.

(The witness withdrew rrom the room)

Thanic

The Soard recessed at 1200 hours, 22 May 1953.
The Soard reconvemed at 1300 hours, 22 Hay 1%53.

PRESIDENT: The Sosrd will coms to order. .

RECORDER: All the members of the Board who ware prasent when ihe
foard recassed are again present.

LIZUTSHANT MOKEAL was then called as a witness, wn® aworn &ad testitled
as follows:

HECORDERt You are advised that the purpose of thls Beaxd 1= Lo
determine aill factors relating to the accidens and in the interest of
flying safety to try to prevent a recurrence, and further, that this Soard
is not to obtain evidanee for dissiplinsry section to determine pecuniary
14ability or line of duty status or to revoke comilssion or to remove

from active list under 36-2.

Cuestlons by the Prasident:

(4] Lisutenant McWeal, will you tane & brief lock at this statooont.
It doasn't have your nams typed out. T understand it 1s tlhe same
statement you sibmitted ani we subsequently put into type.

A I balieve this is the statesent T made,

q de didn't wish to interrupt your flight today, but the 3sarsd wanted
to ask you 8 couple of guestions. It won't Be very long. Are there

any adaitions you want to make to thla?
A Ke, sir. I believe I wrote everything I imow aboul tho asclisnt.

Quastions by L¥. COLONEL BURES:

Could you zive the approximate distsnce you wers Irom bhe F=5i'o &L
the time you first saw them?
¥ ""E
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A

o

I really o uldn't say how near tuay werd. My only guess is knowing
thelr wine span and how far away they looked from gunnery traindng,
that they wore versy near.

At thetime you firet spotted them?
Yas, wall, within 2,000 feei, when I first saw taok.

They were too close to add anything to this line of reascning thsl

Qe
I wns assuming.

Questicas by CAFTATN FREELA

-

> & » o

D O

O O 2 = D

Wero they sbout level with your forustion--sbove——or below? _
They wero about level with us. They were stacked low and so, I don't
know iIf thay wore in & slight climb or whether the illusicn of the
alemants stacxed low bohind tho lead led me to believe that.

Did anybody in your formatiom call thom cut as being in fromté of Fou

and goming hesd on¥
Bot that I recembsr,

Bd you see any evidence that the lesd aireraft of your forastiom made
any attespie to turn right or left or up or dosn to avedd the collision?
Aftor I maw the jets, I dida't even look over to the other side &ny
more. My eyes wers going between them and the plane that I wus flyinz
wing on, and I didn't even lock over to see what sction he was saking,

four flight lesder didn't deoviate hie course at that mcment?
N6, my flight leader did not.

He hold a stroight Tormation on the group lecder?
Yus, I don't know if he was on the group loader, but he was at:sight
and lavel an! kopt the same heading.

Have you ever baen intercepied in flight by jet airorsft over Lere

befere?
Do you mesn in tho seuse thnt they made practice gunnory runs or paseeal |

You.
I-Er‘-

By more tha: one Jot at a tice?
Yas.

Ware yvou in formation during thouse passos or were jyou o alngle akip?
Both weyes
107
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A

Both?
Yos, I have been in single ghip and In formetiom.

Quastions by Lt., COLONEL BURKES:

=
A

Could you elaborate a little and 2ive a couple of specific instunces?
flow many fighters involved and how many of your——

I have been over here some time and it has happened a nunber of tlmes.
I dem't care if they do it, in my own opinion; sll kinds have done

it from Vampires, Meteors, {frem the Pour Kations, from our own, from

F=8i,'8-~] don't think anything of it when they do it.

Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

Q

A

Q
A

Now, at a time like that, wien they are making a pass, you realize
that they are doing it ‘ust for gunnary practice or just for the heck

of 1t?
Sometimes I wonder if they are dolng that or whether Cormed-beefl or

someone iz vectoring thea for practice--I don't know.

As they approach you on such & pass, what do you feel is the proper
action for you to take if you are [lying the alreraft?

I maintain, T realize that 1s breaking regulations because Lthey are not
supposed to ¢ome within that close of you unlass they are in a
maneuver, in training of some sort but =11 I do is stay straicht and

level.

Why do you stay straight and lovel?

Tnen they lmow where T oz polng to be, I figure. It is oy line of
thought , anway.

You figure they are making the pauss and they imow to which way they
are going to brsak, to one olde or the olhery

Yes.

Questions by LT. COLONEL SUHNS:

-~
b

A

o =

What iz the lirpest formstion of jete that you have besn =usject to

attack by? At an’ one time,
No vou meaan thess attacks flying alone or in maneuvering sperations?

Not in meneuverin; oparations, Hut apeaiing of =zansuverins operstiona?
o, one or two or three small ones, anl they are not really passes.

LT, CCLONEL FUiMS: For the information of the Doard, tos fighters

ars not allowed to go up znd make punnery passes on any transport ship or

any other kind.

Theyr are not suthoriged Lo do that and ] assuse that

-~ 4ng
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most of these passes that ho is talicing about are inverceptlions Lo
{dentify his sirersft and they usually come in elements cf two alrcralt.

A Ya#.
Questions by CAPTAIN FREEMAN:

] Hn,-hmtuu-innftinﬂupntmmm-nww
alrcraft, have you aver had a feeling of apprehenaion that they
might hit your sireraft by coming too close?

A BNo.

qQ And you ssy you hold straight and level so that Lhey will imow
where you are going to be and they can take thelr own--make

;hurmulﬂpinrhghh path to avold hitting you?
3 A 8.

h Questions by LT, COLOMEL DUANS:

£ Q@  Would you have called out this formation of Jet flgnters on the
L day of the ascident had you had more time to do 1t?

A (Mo reply)
h g Is that your normal procedurs to call them oub to your formatien
A

laader?
%o, if I would have seon them out aways, say, three or five miles

; it looked like, I wouldn't have salid anything untll they got very
- close, Even if T would, I would have suspected that somecne else,
the lead would know that they are there, and thatts it.

Jusstions by CAPTAIN FAERAN:

Q would you also have figured that thay were just making snother pass
such as these other passes that they have been making?
A Ko, I didn't pee them, but I would have realized that tuat wvas a

rendugvous for this flyby and that's where they were. I wouldn't
have thoutht anything more of It.

Yould you have sssured tiat they were headed toward you==that
they were polng to make a paso as in other cases?

A I wouldn't heve ssgumed that., I would have assussd that they were
ortiting and sz they came closer, they would vary their sltitudes
or direction so as to avold hitting us.

ELTH R e a

=

.y

mestions by LT, JCLOMEL EHLDNGER:

Have any of these pasases in the past been head-on pasoen?
A Roa



Just the old pursuit ewrve?
Pursult curve or pull-up alongaide, but not head-on. That I donft
conelder & pass.

Bom i1

1. wOLJHAZL DURES: I bave no more guestions.

FEESIDENT: Does anybody else have any questlion? I not, that will
be all. Thank you very much.

(The witness withdrew from the room)
PUESIOENT: The Board will be adjourned,

(The Board adjour:ed at 2130 hours, 22 Kay 1743.)
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530 FIHTER-EGEER SQUANROYN
APO 132 U8 ALR FORCE

16 May 1953

I wan directed to brief and lead ﬂ-mblnfﬂiljﬁthfighm—ﬂum
Group on & forsstion f11zht as part of the retirement review in honor of
rotiring General Clyde Hiich.

' '_Mmﬂwmwnrﬂuhwﬁﬂ-ﬂ; mm:huunﬁa and addad
the on iust veceived that Cellahad Tesder would bs 5¢ 3500 fset

nrﬁmmﬂmmiuhmarqmtedwbﬂuthnm:mwu.-

ﬁlﬂiﬂﬂ.'. t wvas flown as planned, Fadio contact wms established with
Gallahad Leader approximately seven (7) munutes from the rendesvous poinmt.
Gallahed informed me that he was at 5000 feet and would remsin there if
possible,

Cousln aguadron climbed to 5000 feet on course toward the repdesvous
point, and about one (1) minute before arriving there Jallahad Leader reporisd
over Lne rendesvous point turning left. He continued saying that he had us
in sight a little low coming toward him, and he would descend. AL that time

someans told Jallahsd that those airplanes were C-=11%'s.

The visibility was deteriorating as we crossed the Ehine Biwver and
approached the rendezvous point, Thers seemed to be a belt of hage at our
altitude that pot progresesively more dense toward the mountains sast ef
Heldelberg, I would estimate the average visibility was six to eipht miles.

I had pot yot seen allahad Squadron as I passed the rendezvous point
so I bagan an orbit to the left. By radio I determined that Callshad was to
sat course at £ifty seven past the hour which was in thirteen minotes but I
was mneble to detérmine his position because a number of radic transmissions

weare blociking the air.

We had coompleted about 2009 of our orbit when through the maze of radio
transmisaions I heard someone soy bogples. I peered into the hagze, made
tright by the sun, and saw nothing until from below the nzee of sy alrplape,
in such & position that I could see only part of it, come a for=ation of
C=f20tg o C=110"s at & rapse of sbout ome mile. For an dinstant 1t was 4487=

icult to determine whether they were coming toward us or golng ssay und wbether

they wers turning right or laft, however, I believed they wers turning riget.
It wme instantly clear thet the arcs of their orbit and our orbit were on 2
collision course, and I started a tuwrn 'to the right as rapldly as p-ussibl.
without hitting ny element leader or nis wingman. At the same time I called
a bresk to the right,




B/L, 53rd Ftr-Bar §q, AFO 132, USAF, Statement by Lt Colonel Darrell § Cremsr,
dated 16 May 1953 (Cont'd)

I cleared the ¢=119's by a good margin and for a moment I believed that
everyons was elear, but whan I loaked back and down I could sea two bells of
fire falling towayd the earth. Parsohutes began comiag fros both balls of
fire and I watolisd thres of them opea.

Aftar the ocollisicn the sguadrocn re-formed and it war determined that
obe of our alreraft cas missing. A rendezvous with Gallsind was mde and the
mission was completed os schsduled,

Qo § Crrc

Lt Col, USAF
22758

h!d
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The follewing fscts, true and correct to the best of my knowledgs, sre
guben tted : on in the serial review over Landstuhl AF,

Osrmany, on 15 May 1953:

1. ©On 1k May 1953 I, Commanding Officer of the L9ird Fighter Bomber
Squsdron, received an operations crder from Fighter Oroup designating me
as leader of sixteen (16) F-8Y4 sircraft of the LBch Fighter Bomber Group
and sixteen (16) F=8L sircraft of the 36th Fighter Bomber Group which were
tc participats in an serial review over Landstuhl AB, Oermany, om the follow-
ing day = 15 May, Bendesvous for the F-8 Pormation was designated as 15,000

i
I=
=
im
=
=2

fest MSL over the Ladenburg Beacon, 5 miles north-porthwest of Heldelberg,

Garmany . A practice for this review on the afterncon of the lith was called
off by Headquarters 12th AF dus to adverse weather in ths rendesvous and tar-
get ares. :

2. Av spproximstely 1100 hours local time on 15 May I made a practice
flight = alone = from the rendesvous point to Landstuhl Alr Base snd found
a broksn to ovarcast cloud gcndition with bases at L500 to 5000 feet MSL in

that area - visibility ectimated at 5 to 6 miles -- with several cloud laysrs

above, overall tops sbout 165,000 feet, The pre-mission briefing for myself
and the pilota involwved by Captain Shay, Base Weather Station, bore cut the
improbability of being abls to make a rendezvous at the specifisd -ll‘u.‘hﬂl"
{15,000 feet). As a result, I contacted Major Hahn, 36th Fighter Bomber Wing
Operstions, by telephone smd asked him to inform tho Squadron Leader of fhet
unit that, as the same cloud conditions were forecast te prevall during .he
tima of the revisw, we wuld rendezvous helow the overcast between 3J000 and
400D fest MSL, with a mere specific altitude to be given over the X/T upon
making radio contact. I was not sware at that time that othar aircralt were
tc rendesvous at S000 feet over the IP/RVP md would precede the F-fi forma-

Ltiona in the reviaw,



= @

(Howsver, I should point out here that, although the operations order I re-
ceived contained no mention of aireraft to participate other than the F-8i's
of the LBth and 3th FBG's, 1 was informed by Fighter Orenp oparations thet
thﬂnmlthaﬂ-rmnmmllﬂhurlmﬂnuhntwthhﬂﬂﬂ
m:ﬂﬁllhﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂwmm:lﬁm,ﬂlmm“-
yealed that this information was contained therein).

1. lnnuhumrnﬂnmmntﬂthﬁnm,ﬂm“
(7) mirutes out, I made contact by radio with "Cousin® Leader (36th FBO forma-
tion), and inforned him that I was then flying at 5000 fest MSL directly bemaath
an overcast, snd a3 1t appeared that condition would prevall over the RV point,
we would remain at 5000 feet for rendesvous, Upon approaching the Ladenburg
Beacon, tha lower cloud cover dlasipated to a scattered condition, with a clear
area in the immediate vicinity up to about 10,000 feet, where higher layers
wars formed/constituting almost an overcast condition above that altitude.
Forward visibility over the Bescon and to the South and East was goody lowering

.Mmumlhhﬂ“hﬂuhﬂh.

he When sbout three (2) miles directly South of the Ladenburg Beacon
(et approx 1643L), and cbout to start an orbit to the left, I observed a
formstion of =119 aircraft (initially mistaken for Cousin formation until
closer in) spprosching from the southeast and slightly abowe our altitude. I
immediately descerded to L4000 feet MSL and continued my orvit to the left,
informing Cousin Leader that 1 was desconding to end would orbit close in over
tha Beasom at LOOO feet m;rmu stay beiow the C=119 aireraft in the area;
Cousin Leader scknowledged this call., Other formations of twin-engined air-
craft were observed in the area, all at higher altitude <= the exact number and

positions not now remambered.
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® L]

€. At sbout 1648L, turming througk s heeding of north-northeast ce wy
second orbit of the R/V point, still waiting for Cousin Leader to make rend=-
esvous, I hecrd a call over the E/T: Aousin, Eresk rightl" Almost immedistely,
at an estimated 8 to 10 miles north of Ladeénburg, I observed & bright red
ﬂ;ﬂJﬂﬂlﬂﬁhﬂ,MIh-WMHlﬂThﬁlrﬂ
and yellew flash on the ground directly below. Two, or possibly three, smaller
white puffs or explopions ware cbserved mear this last big one on the ground.
nuin;tu-uumm:nmﬂuumm,nmmummm—
ibility to the northe

6. The R/T at once became jammed with transmissions, and Cousin Leader
calisd his formation to mdtch te "B" channel., I continued my orbit, pass=
ing sbout 3 to L miles north of the R/V point, and upon heading towards
South, climbed to 9500 feet M3L, leveling off just below the first broken
layer of clouds, At this time Cousin Leader returned to the mission frequency
and I informed him of my gresent altitude and of being in an orbit just to
the South of the Beacon. Cousin Leade~ stated that he had us in zight and
could close into position emroute to Lendstuhl AB; I departed the IP for Land-
stuhl AB at 1657L. When about three to four (3-4) minutes from the targst,
& squadron of P-86 A/0 approached from the left at an angle of sbout 15- 20
degroen, at our altitude (about 3000 feet MSL), and passed directly behind
our squadron. I immedistely called Cousin Leader and asked him if he was in
pozxition, He replied in the negative and stated that he waz behind a for-
mation of F-8& aireraft which was crossing his path, I informed him I was
directly in front of the F=ji's, who spparently got out of the way, s Cousin
Leadar closed in and the two F-8l squadrons passed over Landstuhl AP in

poaition at 1TOLL.

AOWARD W. JENSEN
wrl Tt Lt. Colonel, USAF

; WIAF
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I did not ses anything to dancte the crash except a big ball of

fire and pieces flying.

i

THA

to
flying
copilot

y
a
1 immediatoly got a map and tried to pinpoint owr

position. This sotion, looking the countryside over for navigation,
Thare was a cloud layer of

£

ctands out in my mind mnd I know then that the wisibllity from air to

ground at 5000 £t was at least 10 miles.
east of Heldelberg, but over ths valley the cloud condition was ndl.

Although theare was some hese, [lying conditions were better than VWR

at all times.

about 2/10 stratacnaulus at approximately 6000 ft over the mountains



statements are true and correct to the best of my
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STATENENT
15 May 1933

I, lst Lt James F. Wand, AD 761219, am asalgned to the 12th Troop
Garrier 5q, (M), a8 a E Y« I am a holder of current Instrument
card (AF Form 8, White nnﬂﬁmiﬂmmh:himﬂut
hm-lﬂnn;u-ummmuptm]m

mrm--mmmmmumibm

near Heldelberg on 15 May 1953. 1 was flyinz co-pilot position in Blue
tion at approximately 5000 ft. Without warning of any kind,

;m#mtwuhr-mJn-mmummm
slements of the squadrem leading the formstisn., This was approximately

' After an mlnllutmmmﬁ-mmm
into the grownd, Apparently the jet was demolished. One oSther (=119
appeared to have its whols cockpit sheared off which also spm in. Two
parachutes were obssrved landing near the burning debris. ireckage was
flying the whole formation which temporarily broke up. The
formation of jets broke upwarde and some downwards. It seamod as though
one of the last jets in the formation wsy the cne that collided,

Additional statement:
Wo were g jost under the base of some small scattersd cumilus

We had just completed & turn to the right when the accident happened.

The jete appeared to be coming head on level with us. T sighted tham
several seconds before the impact. .

’# F -ﬂ/ﬂ-d_“'_
J F. WAND, AD 761219
USAF
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Baker 3 of

12th Squadron left formation and a plane laft Charlie Flight,

Our squadron formation began a turn to the left at time of the
acoident and spread out about double ouwr normal intarval.
Cur sguadron returnsd to Rhein Main snd landed. The abewve statemant
is to the best of my mowledge true and correct.
KEITH L. JOHNSTON
Captain, USAF
AD BOTTL
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time, 2,357 hours.
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I hold a surreat Imstrument

pllet rating is 28 May 1943,
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WASFEN A, DELATTE

Captein, AO 803162
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16 May 1953
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16 May 1953

My obsarvation of the weather condition over the rendesvous point, was
handicapped by my atlention being directed to maintaining my position in
the flight., But it did appear to be hase with a scattered clowud condition
sbove, of sbout three (3) to four (L) tenths coverages.

that we
wers moeting snother formation at our level and head om. Bresiing right and
up inabled me to miss the orcoming sdrerafi. It was then that I heard the
tronsmission that there had been a mid-gir collision and later noticed the

burning wreckage on the ground.

Cousin Eed leader then reformed the formation and we proceeded on our
arsigned mission vith no furiher lneidents,

The sbove statement is true to the best of my knowledge.

WARREN G BROWN
1st L&, USAF
m-?53303
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16 May 1953

: T was flying lsad position in second flight, We passes over the
mm.#wﬁ,mrm. #"Cousin Red Leader®

had
m-wmwwhnhmmm;m
over the Ladenberg Beacon st 5,000 fest, Cousin Leader was to join Galshad

lsader for tho fliyby.
Cousin Leader began & left orbit to pick up Celshad Leader who was

not in sight at the time, After approximetely 180 degrees of the crbit
mmmlmdﬂw'lmmﬂruﬂrmw

imataly 1 mile.

The instant I saw thes Cousin Lssder called to bweak right. I broke
mmm,mm-m-mmumwznr:mm

Flight.
The squadron was then rajoined and completed the misd on.

The weather at this time was thin scattered clowds at spproximately
5,000 feet, visibility approximately J miles.

Jw

GETRGE A. LONEY
Captain, USAF

wSAF
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HARRY FALIS JR.
1st Lt., UBAF
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Brisfed to proceed to Ladenburg REN (DOL 355) at 3500 feet, to burn
out fuel snd to stay under a cloud layer of tely L/8 with 5
miles visibility. Rondesvous wes to be at with Ldth Group, Call Sign
Oallghad. There was no mention of any other (roups participating in the

"Fly ty". Other briefing was S0P.

up a
d ot at 12 o'elock and Cousin leader acknowledged. We rollesd out
: ive thousand (5000) feet. ltﬁilpintwlndnr
oub

at
:
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16 May 1953
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16 May 1953
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EINAH B. CLSEN

USAF

1at Lt.,




16 May 1933

w¢mmeuv mwmm
mm anm mmua
mﬂm mm. m

ton
would jeln
heading of ea
ppn-ﬂ- 1y
-"‘l
'II.I
hlﬂ
i-hl
'l'!.liHJi
lhru
M
continusd the
THOMAS W, LINER
USAF

m. w.mum..
mnmw ‘mmwmhmmmwm

18t Lty ,



16 May 1953

mme_ww“
nx m

: uam
umwﬁ




16 Mey 1953
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1st Lt.,
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16 May 1953
vas briefed to fly Hlus Four (4)

- 15 May 1953,
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SIAIEKENT

16 My 1953

1 I was leading the last fowr (i) siroreft im the formetion of smix-
tesn (16) which ked feken off st 15252 on 15 Mey 1953 for amd serial

reaview,

Afiez takeoff, md after havimg joimed uwp in close formstion and
on gourse, the lesder signalled the furmstion to sgreed cut in combat,
ar spread formationm,

Shortly before reaching the IP the smixteen (l6) mircralt resumed
ths show foarmotiom, Tlights in fimgertip, flights in trail.

After passing the IP, a turn of spproximstely one-humdred aighty
{(180%) degreoa to the leaft was made. Our altitude was sround aix
thousand (6,000) feat. After rolling out or while rolling out of this
tarn, a group of "Bogies™ wers called st twelve o'clock position. I

hod a ghort glinpse of the formetion mmd in sy opinion, and being
the lowsst flight in the formation, it sesmed 28 though thars was
mfficlent clesarence.

It ssemed shout five (5) secomds had passed when the lesder called
& kreak to the right., The front of the formstion started » tura to the

wﬂuﬂﬂnmﬂmqﬂﬂmiﬂﬂumu#md. This was

During this split wp I noticed my Nmber Three (3) mma rall to the
right sod swzy from me., While noticimg this, the C=119's were directly
below va, md very closs.

I then besrd the trammissdom "I've hi%t cus", oand then scmoone
alse tranmit, "Bmll Out®. I did net see the collimiom,

The formstiom then rejoined and proocesdsd with the fly by mnd
landing st home base.

? AT
JOEN C. BOLLEY
1st Lt., USEr
224 Fir-fiar Sqdn
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18 Moy 1233

1, George B Simler, Colomel USAF, 92564 was lesding a sguadron
of 17 F-86 aireraft on 15 May 195%. We resched our rendesvous point
at approximately 1635 local time, altitude 17,000 feet, weather
? to 3/8's thia layer of scattered olouds. Tisibility above cloud
deck wms better than 10 miles but was restricted due to smaks balow

the oloudse.

At approximately 1640 local a flight of four (4) P-04's was
sighted at approximately 3000 to 5000 feet orcossing the Rhine north
of Speyer and south of Manpheln hending spproximately 050°, About a
minute later s flight of C-119's was sighted in vicinity wf Heldelberg

at 3000 to 5000 feet heading approximately 090°.

At spproximately 1645 Lt Benitem who was flying in wy formation
called out & esllision "There goes one down in flames", at tne same
time I saw & smoke plume and sent spare F-86 piloted by Lt Trautman

to Lloveatigate.

At 1650 I made & loft orbit and picked up first group of 16
F-84 at approximately 8000 feet. F-84'c vare in flights of four
ia trail and in good formation. We picked up sscond group of F=84'n
vicinity of Bad Dunkheim at approximately 5000 feet while inbound to

Landetuhl Alr Bame.

RGE B SIMLER
olonel, UBAF

Ccamanding
A6th Ftr-Bar Gp
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19 May 1953
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ane crashe, As we flew over we saw a man
there was approximately 10 Germans waving
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I heve no ides what direction

We ware flying about 3500 fest

no°
The foregoing statement was taken in an interview on 19 Hay 1953

The weather was clear with st least 10 miles visibdlity with

practically no clouds in the_area,
altituds, on a course of 2

and

R, Ward, HMajor, ﬂllﬁﬁﬂﬂ.h Sohth Field Ar
Bird 3. Conners, lst Lt,, 0L1TI097, Hg Btry, 59Lth Field Artillery.

with Jeasis
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Le tely 12002, Friday morming, 15 Hay, we roceived a call
from the L8th Fighter Bomber Wing. The telephone comnnection was poar
mﬂ-mnﬂ.lﬂ_uhmﬂrﬁmmwunm. However, the
Mamltd.mmrmﬁldthmtﬂti-lmutﬂmnﬂnunﬂ

Major Hahn, this Hesdquarters, as follows:
Rendesvous will be undernssth the base of the lower clowds
approxima between 14,000 and 5,000 feot over the Ladenberg
Beacon at .

and was confireed five (5) minutes after talzscff by Gslahad Leader, when
ne instructed Cousin leader to rendesvous at 5,000 feet over the Ladenburyg

Begeons

ALEERT P, HAHN, JR,
Major USAF

In reference to Psrsgraph L, later commmication with the L5th
Fighter Bombsr Wing confirmed the Cfficer making the call to be it,
Colemel Jensem.

i g

2w IAF
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01-1-4 76

01-65BJ-104

f 1-55RI-134

01-55BJC-52

01~55BJC=59

F-24E-108E, §

220 FIGHTER-BOVHER SEADRON
36th Fighter-Bomber Group
AFO 132 U8 Adr Farce

16 May 1953

SURBJECT: Tech Ordars Not Complied with on Adreraft Serial Number

officer

AP0 132, U9 Air Force

is a list of Tech Orders not complied with on Alrcrelt

Rumber S51-£284.
MOMENCLATURE DATE AEASOR
Inspected, replacesent, and 16 May 1953 Awndilng parts,
exclange type B-B stick grip Izsua Slip No.
to prevent operational failure, 3-1489
all series, 2 March 1953

Replacamant slevator control 5 Sep 1953 Awalting kit.
rod emd Assy. P-84E & 0. -

Installed rotary canopy 10 Jun 1953 Awniting ik,
Jettison ewitch F-84E & G.

Safety of stern bomb sway & Feb 1953 Amaiting
brace Assy. P-B4E & 0. Inspection
Inspected end replacement & Oct 1952 Issus
retracting am, E‘: No. 1-1352,

?“5] ri-#l and . JANUATY 1?5-
Rework main landing gear 29 Dot 1552 Issue Slip
retracting arm, part No. 1-1352, 26
B-7485, wight and left. January 1953.

Rework idls ustmmnt 30 Mar 1953 Amiting parts
i Isgue 3lip 5=2193

L, May 1353.

Reinforeemant pilots seat 12 Mar 1953 Jwaiting kdit.
F-8LE.

Installed radar wave gulde 12 Mar 1553 Awaiting kit.
disconnect
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SUBJECT: mmmwﬁmmm_m
51-6284. (comt'd)
01-65BJ3-72 Structural reinforcement 6 peb 1953 1-1&;;_&3&’
' fasalage framo 40. mgg 3

01-55BJC-Té Reinforcement spire Ho. 2 30 Doe 1953 Awaiting depot
e Towsr sap F-8LE, schedyla.

Ol-45BJ0-80 TInstalled fiber glass shield 11 Feb 1953 Awaiting kit
for fire detector terminal

strip.
J@B-10500-27 Reduction of maximm engize L Wov 1952 Awalting calibrated
1P to 99% instrument.

WILLIAM F. WOIOT
1st Lt., USAF
Asa't Maintenance Officer

T
e



HEADIUARTERS
107E TRO0F CARATER SQUADRCH

£0TH PHOOF CAHSIER GROGP (MEDIUN)
AP0 57, US ATR FORCE

18 May 1955

SURJECTt ILiat of Technical Ordera Nof Complied With

»

e Tham Tt May Conceim

Pha fallowing listed Techniecal Orders are not complied with on the
following ai-oralt:

A/C 51-82354

Ta0s 91'1'515
01-1150C-55
01=11500=T5
03=200 4D
0%=20C0=564
16=458=4

LA A

. . HMICHAERL BHONRER
Captain, USAF
Haintenancs Officar

=_LiE



I . BADQITATTERS :
10TH TROOP OARRIER SQUABRON

60TH PRODP CARAIER GROTP (MEDIUM)
AFD 57; U8 AIR FORCH

18 Eay 1953

. BUBJEST: List of Technical Orders Not Complied With

!I'E: - Whom It May Canguwrn

Tl The following listed Technical Orders are not pomplied with on
the following afreraftr
A/C 51-82414
T0s Ol=l=515
01=11500=55
01=11500=T5
03=200AD-6
03 =2000=01
16=-304R0-2
Ao G P

We HIEFUEI-

‘Eﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ E
Capiolin,

Unintenanoe Hﬂﬂr




HEADQUARTERS
107 TROOF CARRIER SGUADROE
GOTH TROOF CARNIER GROUP (MEDIIM)
AP0 5T, U3 AIR FORCE

18 May 1300

BUBJECT: Idint of Technioal Orders Not Compliad Sith

O Whon It May Conecarn

i

L The following listed Technical Ordera are not complied wlth on tha
following adrevaft:

A/C 51-025%4

Tals @1 "'1-5‘15‘
01=1150C=55
01=-115CE=-T4
05 =200 AD=6
03=200C-54
16=30ARC=2
19<45H=4

I A

M. MICHAEL BONNER
Captain, TSAY
Mzintenance Offioer

T
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OF 1217003
FM 0C TWELFTH AF RAMSTEIN GER

70 JPPRK/CO 36 FTR EMR WG BITBURG AB GER

JFPQF/CO 38 B8 WG (L) LAON AB FR

JFPQU/CO 48 PTR SMR WG CHAUMDNT AB FR

JFPAK/CO 60 TRP CARR WG RHEIN MAIN AB OER

ZEN/CO 86 FTR BMR WG LANDSTUHL AB GER

JFPDB/CO 317 TRP CARR WO NEUBIBERG AB GER

ZEN,/CO 7030 HQ SPT GP RAMSTEIN AB GER

120070 23206 X OPS CRDER 156-53. ALL TIMES ZUuLU.
1. RETIFEMENT REVIEW FOR BRIG GBI RICH AT LANDSTUHL AB.
2. TWELFTH AF WILL SPT THIS REVIEW 5Y FURN TRPS AND

AACFT ON 15 MAY 53.
3. a. 36 FTR EMR WG WILL (MSN 3629) FURN 16 F-84's FOR

REVIEN. TIME OVER TARGET 15604 OVER IANDSTUHL AB
AT 290C FT MSL.

38 BB WG (L) WILL (MSN 3807) FURN 27 B-26 ACPT

TIME OVER TARGET 1602 OVER LAMDSTUHL KB AT 2400 FT MSL.
L8 FTE BME WG (MSM 4B41) FURN 16 P-84 ACFT TDME OVER TARGET
1604 OVER LAMDS™HL AB AT 2900 FT ¥5L .

60 TCW (MSN Al19) FURN 18 C-119 ACFT. TIME OVER TARGET
1600 OVER LANDSTUHL AT 1900 MSL.

86 FTE HMRE WG WILL (1) MSN 8505 FURNISH 16 F-8& ACFT
TIME OVER TARGET 1605 LANDSTUHL AB AT 3400 FT MSL.

(2) PROV F-84 ACROBATIC TM . (3) 1 F-86 POR SPEED EUN.
(4) P-84 ACEOBATIC AND SPEED RUN ACFT WILL FOL FLY WITH

TLME OVER TARGET PROV BY LANDSTUHL 10WEE. (5) FROV THFS
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70 PARTICIPATE IN HEVIEW, (i) DESIGMATE A COMDR OF TRPS.
(7) FUWN COLOHS A¥D COLOR GUARDS. (8) PROV SIFFICIENT AIR
POLICE T0 DIR TRAFFIC TO HEVIEW ARER. (9) EST FARKING AREAS
FOR PRIVATE AND GOVY VEH. !

£.317 TRP CARR WG WILL (MSN £97) FURF 18 C-119's TIME OVER TARGET

1600 LANDSTUHL AB AT 1500 FT MSL.

g- 7030 Hy SPT GP WLiL (1) PROV TRPS 70 PARTICIPATE IN REVIEW.

(2) PROV ALL AVAL HUSSES 70 BE IN PLACE AT HQ TWELFTH AF AT
4600 5 MAY 53.

b.HQ SE? TAELFTH AF WILL PROV TRPS 10 PARTICIPATE IN HEVIEW.
2.(1) GND REVIEW. (a) ALL TRPS WILL FORM ON THE PAREING APHON,

RANGAR B, LAMUSIUHL AB NOT LATE: THAN 1540 ON 15 MAY AND WILL
BE IN PLACE BY 1545, (b) UNITS T0 FORM IN POL CRDER: 686 AP
BAND, 86 FTR HMR WG, 7030 SPT GP, AND HQ SEC THELFTH AF. (o)
UNIPORM WILL BE CLASS A WINTER ELOUSE WITH SERVICE CA#P. (d)
THPS WILL BE MARCHED TO AND FROM PARADE AREA. (e) PRACTICE
REVISW WILL BE HELD AT 0900 HRS 15 MAY 53 AND WILL QONSIST OF
COMDR OF THPS. ADJUTANT. TMIT COMDRS. GUIION HEARERS, CCLOR
SZARERS. AID COIOR GUARDS. (2) AEAIAL FLYEY (a) PRACTICE
FLYSY WITH EACH UNIT PROV 2 ACFT WILL BE HEID ON 14 MAY AT
THE SAME TIMES. ALT AND MANNER AS SPECIFIED FOR 15 MAY 53.
(b) IF WEA IOES NOT PERMIT FLYBY. REDALL WILL HE FURN UNITS
W0 HES PRIOR TO FLYBY. (e) TRP CARR WGS TO MARSUAL AT 5000 FT
WITH 317 WG LEADING FLT. P-84 WS TC MARSHAL AT 15000 FT WITH
48 WO LEADTNG. DIR COMY AUTH BTN WOS TO COCRUINATE DETAILS OF
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THESE FLTS. (d) UARSHALLTNG AREA FOR ACPFT WILL BE OVER LANDSTUHL
OUTER BEACON. (-]mwnrmnmﬁummmmm
TG OFFSET 10 THE RIGHT OF THE TOWER S0 THAT LEAD ACFT FLY DOWN
THAT PART OF AUTOBAHN THAT CONSTITUTES TAXI STHRIP FOR THE BASE.
(£) ALL FLTS WILL CALL LANDSTUHL TOWER WHEN ON COURSE FROM OUTER
HEACON AMD WILL STAND BY ON MSN FREQ FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.
(g) ALL ACFT WILL HOLD SPECIFIED ALT AFTER PASSING LANDSTUHL AB
FOR 5 MILES WITH EECIPROCATING ACFT MAKING A RIGHT TURN AND CLIMB
AND JET ACFT A LEFT TURN AND CLIMB. (3) TWELFTH AF PROJ OFF:

COL EISSLER, TP RAMSTEIN 7462 FOR GND CEREMONIES A&VD LT COL JOYNER
TP RAMSTEIN 7565 FOR FLYSY. PAR 5. GP CALL SIGNS AS INDICATED IN

TWELFTH AF COI 10-/ WILL EE USED.
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RESTRICTED

CLASSIFICATIONY RESTRICTED HEADQUARTERS, 607H TRP CARE Wo (M)
AFD 57, U3 AIR FOROE
OFERATTONS ORDER ) 13 May 1953
1
WUMEER 11-53)

MAPS ANU CHART REFERENCES UTM LYV §78788, 08 03 Li16

Gerpany Sheat U=2 Ealserlautern

TASE GROANIZATICNS: 60th Troop Cerrier Gronp, Lt. Col. Osborn

60tn Air Ease Oroup, Col. Bing

1y, GENBRA STTUATION: Cnitted

‘Bw @El

a. To participate in ssrial retirement review for Drigsdier Ganeral
L. K .F:.'ub‘h at Landstuhl Air Base, Oermany,

Elesed autobshn which eonstitutes texi strip for Landstuhl
iir th na sver target, 16002, 15 Hay 1553

] ¢, Rouwtes: At discretien of mission commander.

l Effective dates: 1L and-15 May 1953.
n, E: All Limmm BULU.

\ 3o HE FOR SUBCHDIMATE UMITS:

|

s ﬁﬂth ".‘mE Carrier ﬂl‘mlp_ willi

H.} Frovide 18 upnrlt.iuml aireraft, plus spares; to particlpate in
. review 15 Hay..1953.

o e e Prowite i GperEtional U=119 aircraft to participots in practice
roview 1l May 1953,
b. 60th Alr Bass Croup wills

(1) Inswre priority for teke-off and lemding of aircraft flviag this
nission.

- o HE_:L_,-_‘; Instructlonst:

(1) This ia a jeint effert botwoen F-8i, F-36, BE-26 snd O-11% aircraft
Wings.

{2) Frut-:;cn Flyty of tws C-119 sireraft on 1L May 1953, will us
pame locabion, times and sltitudes as indicated for tho reviow
on 15 May 1953

fi1l Lima af flight for the rdview will be from euter bodcon
Landstuhl Air Bass, offset to the right of the Ltower an that
lead aireraft will £1y dewn that part af the autchshn tiat
constitutes & taxd sirip for thé ilr Hase,

(h) XIith Troop Carrier Wing will provide 18 0117 Lor the review,
00th Troop Carrler Wing sireraft will {ly in formstien wdth

ATk Wing leading,

C AESTRICTED
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{5y Troop Carrier Wings to marshal st 5,000 £t over Landstuhl outer
bradon. = "o

(6} Ktitode and time cver target feor lesd airoraflt of Troop Carrvier
aircralt is 1900 fect MSL at 16D0L,

(7} Othar partdcipsting sireraft will follow with two minota iniervals
prnd 500 Poet upsward sepacation between lead sireraft,

{8) All aireralt will hold spacilicd altitude aftor passinmg Landstund
iir Bapo for five miles with recipreocating aircralt making a
right turn and climb, end jot aireraf® making a loft turn and
elinb.

f9Y 411 load ireraft w1l call bandstuhl towsr whon on eourso frem
ovter boscon and will stand by en alission frosuwency for further
information,

(10) 1n advent of adverse weather; recall will be fuwnished Swo houra
prier to flying roview. |

(11} DPirest sommuricotisn is suthorised with 32THh Troop Carrier Oroup

{Lt, Col, Heavir) ] j
e ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICAL MATTERS: :
as Mizsion Fumbar 1s A=I119 Training. l

Ge COMMAND SIGHAL MATTERS:

gy Oroup'exll algns aa Indisated fn Twelfth lir Foreo COI 10-4 will be
uged,

be Mission Lommandor will be appointod by &0th Treop Carrier Croup.
21} EE:EH_EF COLOWEL XELLEY:

- LECHARD W, McMANUS
Lt. Oolonol, USIF
OFFICIAL: Mrectar of Operatiens




L]
* GPERATION ORDER HEADGU ARTERS
f 60th Troop Carrier Group
MMBER  k-53) J/ g APO 57, US Adr Poree
L/ / 1300, 13 May 1953
QLASSTFICATION: RESTRICTED | DSy, I 4

| Lt

e, £
MAPS AND CHART REFERENCES: UTM LV 976788, G5 (S
Germany Sh U2 KEniserlautern

2. MISSION:

a. To participate in seris] retirement review for Brigadier General
C. K. Rich at Landstuhl Air Base, Germany.

b, Closed autobahn which constitutes taxi strip for Landstuhl
Air Base, over target, LO00Z 15 Hay 1953,

#. Houtes: At discretion of mission Commander,

d. Effective dates; 14 and 15 May 1953,

3, TASKS FOR SUBORDINATE UNITS:

& 10th Troop Carrier Squadron will provide nine aircraft and ome Spare.
12th Treop Carrier Squadron will provide nine airecraft and ore Spare. !

(1) Provide 18 operational aireraft, plus spares, to participate in
review, 15 May 1953.

10th Troop Carrier Squadron will provide twe (2) aircraft to partiel-
pate in practice review 1, May 1953, In comjunetion with two C-119%
from the 317th Troop Carrier Wing.

x. Special Instrugtions:

(1) Thie is a joint effert between F-A4, F 86, B-26 and (--119 aircraft
Wing.

(2) Practice fly by of two C=11% alrcraft on li May 1953, will use same
location, times and altitudes as indicated for the review on 15 May
1953.

{3) Lins of flight for the review wlll be frem onter beacon to Landstuhl

Base, off set to the right of the tower so that lead aireraft
fly down that part o the autsbabn that senstitutes s taxie
for Ad




I TR

& = e

(4) 317th Troop Carrier Wing will provide 18 C-113 for the review.
60th Troop Carrier Wing aireraft will fly in forsation with

317th Wing leading,

(5) Troop Carrier Wings to marshal at 5,000 Ft over Landstunl
outer beacon.

(6] Altitude ard time over target for lead aircraft of Troop
Carpier aireraft is 1500 feet MSL at 1600Z.

(7) Cther partieipating aircraft will follow with two minute
iptervals and 500 feet upward separation between lead aireraft.

(8) All sircraft will hold specifisd altitude after passing Land-
atuhl Adr Base for five miles with reciprocating aircraft making
nﬂ.ﬂlttﬂtﬂlﬂuﬂnhﬂﬂjﬂdr:ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂglhﬁ “yn and
climb.

(9) ALl lead afrcraft will call Landstuhl tower when on course
from outer beacon and will stand by on mission freguency for

further informatlion.

(10) In advent of adverse weather, recall will be furnished two
hours prior to flying review.

{11) Direet communication is suthorised with 317th Troop Carrier
Group., (Lt Col Reaver),

L. ADMINISTRATICH AND LOGISTICAL MATTERS:
a. Misslon Number is A-119 Training.

S, COMMAN) WD STGHAL MATTERS:

a. Group call signs as indicated in 12th Air Foree COL 10-4 will be used.

b, Hission Commander —-It Colonel John W. Oeborn
Deputy Mission Commander ~-- Majer Williston G. Wells.

L O shon

DISTRIECTION: A/ sonn W, cseoRy 7
5 - 10th TC Sq (“ Lt Col  USAF
5 - 11th TC Sq Comanding
§ = 12th TC Sq
5 = &0th TC Gp
1 - 60th TC ¥g



‘ BE: DGUARTERS , aﬁ,rmzzn BOMDER W (NG
APO 65, U5 AIR FORCE
1% May 1953
OPEAATIONS DIRECTIVE: 42-53 (12th AF Ops Order 156-53)
MAP AND CHART REFEHENCES: Ao Hequired.

ALL TIMES ZULD

TASK CRGANIZATIONS:
B4th Fighter Bombar Oroup Solunel Genrga B Simler
Bath Aflr Base Group Colane]l Clyde M Burwall

1. Wl Retirement review for Brig. General Clyde K.
Eich at at iir Base, 1600 hours, 15 May 1953.

2, ¢ The B6th Fighter Bomber Wing will provide

=mi. sighteen (18) F-86F airoraft to participate in the aerial Teview.

8. Following uniza will furnish aireralt os indicated below:

LIz RO AND TYFE 10T ALTITUDE OVZR 7%
ALBCIAFT

£0th Troop Carrler 18, ©-119 1400 1900 £t. M5L
317th Troop Carrier 18, C=119 13’: 1900 f+. MSL
TAth Bomb Wing 27, B-26 1602 2400 ft. MSL
45th Fir-Bar g 16, F=84 1804 900 ft. MSL

T6th FPir-Ber Wg 16, F-84 1604 2900 Tt. MSL

3, TASES FOR SUBCRDISATE UHITS:

a. The 527th ter Bomber Sguadron will furnish fourteen (14)

F-£6F aireraft, two (2) of which will be spares.

b. The 526th Fighter Bouber Squadron will furnish four {4)
F=E6F aircraft.

o. The B6th ALr Base Oroup will clcse the alr basa to all traific
from 1550 to 1630, and will insure that no local gireraft traffic
interferes with the asrial review.

. Egnjr!; Instructiona:

{1) P-86 atreraft will make a 1605 TOT at 400 ft. H3L
fallowing F-B4 airoraft.

{2) Marsballing ares for aircraft will be over Ladenburg
Banaon.,

{(3) Troop Carrier Wings are to Mershal at 5000 It with
81Tth Wing leading flight.

{4) -84 Wings are o Marshsl at 15,000 ft with 48th
Wing leading.

{5} P-86 aireraft will marshal =t 17,000 ft over ladenburg
Beacon. Standard show forsatiom.

(€) Lime of flight will be from Ladenburg Beacon to
Landstuhl Beacon to alr base,



Ops Zirective 42-573, this Hgs,; datsd 13 May 53, Da*':l.

| (7) A1l Wing lesders will be in contact with Landatahl
towar when on course from ladenburg Beacom to air base,

(#) All siroraft will hold specified altitude aftar panping
Landstuhl for five (5) miles. HReciprocating airoraft
will then maks s right turn and jet sircraft a left turm.

(9) The 527th Pighter Bomber Squsdron will be lead sguadron
af the B6th Pighter Bomber Oroup, Hed, white, and blue
flights plus tws (2) spares will be furnished by the
527th., Green flights will be furnished by the 5264,

{10) Disposition of spares to be at discretion of Group Leader.
{11) A1l guns will be cold.
{12) Fuel losd: full drops.
(13) Practice fly-by with each unit providing two (2}
aivaraft will be held on 14 May 1553 with times,
altitudes, and manner aa apecified for 15 May 1953,

{14) If weather prevents serisl review units will be notified
two {2) hours in advance.

4. ADHT IONS ISTICS: Normal.
. £ TIOH

a. Greup Call sigas - 12th AF COI 10-4.

b. Primary frequenmcy - sll aircraflt with VAF - 135.9.
Primary frequensy - all aireraft with TEF = 275.8.

OFFICLAL: GEORGE R BICKELL
Colonel , T5AF
Commanding

r F )
B T LN rY TN
OEORSE « MCLADGHLAN

Lt Col., USAF

Director of Operationd

DI1STRIBUTION: i
G, 12th AF =1
Co, B6th Ptr-par ¥g - 1
oo, B6th Pir-Bar Op - 1
0, B6th Air Base Gp
oo, 525th Fitr-for 3q =
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APO 119, US iir Forse, 14 May 1953

(Raference 12th Air Force Operstions Ordsr Fumber 156=53)

ZASK ORGAFIZAT]ONG:
4972nd Fighter Bomber Squadron Lt. Colopel W, A, Norris
493rd Tighter Bomber Sguadron :.t.unmﬂn:w..vnm

1., GENNRAL SITUATIOF: A retirement review for General Elch at Landstuhl Air
¥orce Base, Oermany, 15 Kay 1953.

2. KISULUN; The #8th Fighter Bosber Group will provide (Mission 4841) sixteen
(16) aireraft, 15 May 1953, TOT 1604%, targes Landetubl Air Force Base, altitude
2900 MEL, F-84 wings Marsball at 15,000 feot over Landesthhl cuter bemcon. Direct
communiocation between wings to ccordinate details of flighta.

Talce-of Mizsion leaders diserestion,

Group issembly: Miwslon Leaders disecretion,

iP: _ Landetuhl outer bemoons

Hethod of atteocic: Ling of flight from outer beacon to LAFE to off-
set to the right of the tower mo that lsad air-
eraft fly down that part of the Autobahm that
constitutes taxi strip for base. MHisclon leader

will eall LAFR tower whan on course from omter
beacon and stand by on mission frequenoy for
further iuforsstion. 4ll aireraft hold specified
altituds after passing LAFE for five miles making
laft turn Aml elimbh out.

Rapdecvous Folnt: 15,000 feet over Landetuhl outer beacon, 1543L.

Houte Back: Misalon leadsrs discretion.

De=brisfing: Mipsion leaders discretion.

3« ZASKS FOR SUBORDINATE UMITS:
W2nd FBS - 'ﬂ siroralt.

49% 4 TS = B aircraft (Note: 497rd FBS leading P-84 wings.)
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» AIMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISTIC MATTERS: Misclcn report will be submitted.
$. COO(AND AND SIGEAL MATIMRS:
a., Call eigas:t As indicated im 12th AF COI 10-& will be used,
(1) 40 F3¢ Gallshad :
(2) 26 ree %_ﬁl% jﬂ:w
be Frequencies:

Primary 135.9
Sscondary 116,1

¢e Commend: This operation under ths commend of Lt. Colonel E, W. Jeamssn,

Hatribution: CHESLEY G, PETERSMN
48 FBW Opa 1 oy Colomel, USKF
48 FBG Opes 1 oy Commanding
48 ¥BO Intell loy

. Lt. Col, USAF
53
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HHIE&!
OPEATIONS ORDER NO: 5-184

L] L L3 a8 W L] L " L] L] - L .

j @ e s aeewen e Fgl Wngs Marshall at 15,000 feet over

Id- ml-.""l

- & L ] - - L] L] " L] " [ | L] -

WF E.ﬂ-m
42 FBN Ops 1 ay Colomel, USAF
4B FBG Ops 1 ay Command i ng
4B TBG In 1 ay
492 ¥BS 1 oy
493 FBS 1 oy
494 FBS 1 ay

OFFICIAL:
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A. D, THOHAS

It Cel, USAF
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OPEZATIONS CRINE Hg, 54TH FMm Inm oP
APO 132, US ATE PORCE
It MR 5=53 1k Py 1953

MAFS AND GHARTS: An regilred.

ALL TTVES MU

. Batiresent Revisw will be flown for Geparal Rich on 15 May 1953 at
landstuhl Alr fess, Demany,

- Tha L8th Fighters-Hosber Oroup i1l provide 16 F-84 sircraft for
this review and be lsad scuadcon. Omll sign, GALLAHAT.

b, The 36tn Figter-Bosber Group w1l provide 16 P-4 aizeraft for
review and be second Aight., Call slgn, OCUHDN.

I mwiﬁmw Squadron will provide 4 P-4 alroraft
and be lead .

b, The 5ird Flghter-Dosber Souedron wdll grovids & F—itfy alreralt
amd be gecond flight.

e. The 22nd Plghber-Donber Squadren W1l provide 8 F-@ aireraft and
be the third und fourth Aikts,

%. (1) Assenily point for sguadrons, Ladenburg Beacon, Mannhain
(JE 2830) Altitude 15,000 feet, Tine as briefed,

(2) Assembly will be colim of squadrons, columm of flights,
300 yurd interval belween souadrons.

{3) TOT 164k over Landstubl iir Bass 2500 feel indlcated,
(4) Ouma will be usclmrged, clroudl brealksrs pillsd.

{5) Practics review will ba flown with 2 F-84 alrcraft as sbove
on 14 May 1953. (Oolopsl Childs, 23rd Fir Ber 5q).

(6) Erisfing will be conducted in Qroup Briefing Hoom at 1400
hours,; 15 May 1753

b Formls
5. & Commmicaticns
Migxion freqancy: 135.9
Sscondary fracquency: 116,1
EY CHOER OF (DLOREL CHILDG:

OFFICIAL: DCALD 5 SLOVER
It Col., USAF
Suf Bighard Y. Qude Operatioos Officar
Captain, Ass't 53

Ty TH/E ZERTIFIED COPT™

E.iﬁhrﬂwﬁ El / P
E: Fir B 1 — S f
00, S3rd Fir Her 1 ) f/
ldﬂhu,lq!ﬁﬂl;qrh‘ﬂp E.'L / 7( }é'ﬁ:‘ﬁ@'- ’."}r
8-2, Hg 3ith Fir b Op 1 T P HAN, JE, |
533, Hg jewn Fir Ie Op 1 Hajor, US4Y

o Hg 36th M Dar W p 3 Ass'™ Opg Officer

-
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AENT # 1 Hg, 35TH FTR B OGP
CFSRATTONS ORISR ARG 133, US AIR JORCE
W WEER 50=53 16 Way 1953

g;:ﬂmnmﬁrmﬁhHﬂlhﬂ¢¢hﬂ,ﬂdh!¢1ﬁhilﬂ_ﬂﬂ
an fo i
“ L] o . L] - = »

z. (7) MISHEF required by this hasdquarters.
* - L] L] L k] = L]

FY ORMER OF COLONEL CHTLDG:

OFFIOTAL: DOMALD 5 GLOVER
: It Col., USAF
fo/ Richard V. Cude Oparations Offioer

™




~ oRESTRICTED . ..

(Exact contact Lekeside., Advised that our IF time was
4 : ﬁrﬁ,wﬂm k500", alidmetsr setting 30.08, heading
790 degrees, l“tﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂp&.m-
ﬁml,ﬂmm#HﬂllﬁMMﬂﬂ.

(Agprox mmmrmﬂnuumsnw—m;
i ! 3 o'clock to ws,.

1510 (Apprex) Lakeaide advised we were in sight at approximately § o'clock
to him,

15;hly (Exmct ) Asked Lakeside if he could make jolmup
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12,534 (Bxmct ) lewveled off at briefed review iltituds, ghdmu

The aBove informmtion iz from
the 1sad crevw of Hi Jimx formetion
15 Fay 1963 participatine Iin o TN e
the Landstahl Fly by A/C S0-119 TOCION B, PONELL - FPilct
Colonel, USAF
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2 [ ZTACHL P 25
' 18T WIATH B SYLADACH
A0 57 USAIR AOCE

26 bay 1922

TG Flying Gefety Officer
(oth Troop Oarrier Wins, hedium

. m, EmepHe situstiom A depp low of 970 millibars wes losated &t

15002 et ©3,7 degrees North 15,9 degrees west, Tnis liw was mering A% approxXi~
zately mineteen (19) kmots per howr in & Narth Northesst direstien, Assceisted
with this lev was & fairly =trong scuthwest wind flow pattern scross Great Brital
Lrithers France and the gouthern North Ssa, To the southesst of this flow patter
snf over the intereated eres was a scoperstively weak southwest flow just above t
friotion laysr end a wouthwest flov aicft. K ridge line was loceted from cenirel
Raltie Sea to Vienne, Austris. A week frontel surfa-s was mgring in the south-
pestarly cirgulstion through the lor ecountries and north ceaptral France,

b, Tenthews |Athin the subject srea, there was gcattered wesk oumulus
and stratosumulus activity based at 4000 to 5000 feot WSL with tcpe verisble
petwasn 5500 to 6500 fest BSL, The overrunning clouds were reportsd s#
st 9000 to 10000 feat 3L, However, the urpar air soundings showed that the
elouds appeared to be based at 11000 to 12000 feet k8L, The surface visibility
st Rhein Muin, ' lesbeden, Heidelborg and Termstadt v 8 raported to be tea (10)
atatute miles or greater snd wes re; orted batter than 25 statute miles ot Fhein
bain Afr Base, Visibility aloft is s difficult factor to determioo due to the
fgot thet no controlled officiel ohsarvations are on recocd. It is belioved,
i h_mm.mtphunmmh:u.ﬂﬂinhhﬂhunmtuhﬂwﬂl

the day, end would have osused s restriction to visibility in the wp sUll
There was no procipitasiom reported in the area,

hant of
dirsetic

OuPet L \WooNS
':"EIL'B BT K OB
ia jor, USAF
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HEADJUARTEARS
60TH TROOT ©.RETER WING, |EDTUM
APO 57, US AIR FORCE
Office of the Starf Julge Advocate

Bda 190
SU WECT: MtiﬂwﬂurWarMmhmnw

T0: Rosorder Air Crash Aecident Investigation Beard
60th Troop Currier 'ling, Hedium
AEQ 57, UL Alr Force

1. On 16 and 21 May 1953, personnel of this section visited the
seene of the three-way plano erash whizh secured near Hemshach em
15 Moy 1953.

2, The purpese of the aforementioned visit was to ascertain the
damgge to private properiy, coused by the orash,

3. Ome half of ene of the C-119's fell on preperty utilised as a
garden plot by the residents of the elty of Hemshach; eash resldent wez
assigned & small plot, spproximately 5 meters wide and 10 neters long.
Some of the residents were assigned more than enme plot. The lfellowing
plots owned by residents, as indiested, sustained dapage as the result
of the crash, or 7y personnel, trucks, heary squipment, ete, engeged in
elearine the debris subsecuant to the accident.

Hame of Elot Owper Crop Flanted

54 mer Mmions and tomateen

Prachsl Fatatoss, tomatoes and beeta
Wallewine Fotatoes, corn

Sehnelder, Joseph Potatoes, various vegetables
Englehart Potatoes

Fendar Boans and Fotatoes

streiffler liixed vegetablen

Jager Fotatoes and vurious vegetables
Behneldar, Jaachim Corn, beets, mixed vegetasles -

Flot 30 x 15 meters

L. The other hall of the C-119 fell in a beet pateh bolanging ta
s farver named harl Jung., Az 8 result of the incident, an area of 50 x
20 moters was totally damaged and an area of about B0 x 100 meturs gon=
faining potatoes was partislly damaged.




; L2 s

u}, GOth Trp Carr Wg (1.}, AFC 57, USAF, Subj: “"Initial Report of Survey
of Damages to Property at Hemsbach®

§, The other C=119 fell approximately a mile and a half from the
other airplane, Although extensive dasage was done to the land, inolud-
ing a large hole, the land had only gruss growing cm it, Adjacent to the
g8 alkalfs or some Ather animal feed was planted, DBehind the hols was
& best patch; the damage sstimated is approximately 25 meters vide and

matars l1oang.

About three miles from the hole mede by the C<119, the jet plane
in two beet patches (in two pieces), Tt appeared thet the dumaged
area was, in each case, an area about 30 x 30 yards, In sddition to the
screage mentioned, there will be a few extrs acres wnere trucks drove
several hundred yards through the field to remove the aircreft,

7. Msasure of Damages: It is imposzidle at this time to ascertain

a ocorrect measurs of the damepges., The [inel figure can oniy be detar-
mined when it is estanllshed whether or not it 1s possible for the clvi-

1ian furmers to replant their cropa.

It sheuld be noted that, in addition to the aforsmenticned da-
mages, additional claims will be filed, This arises from the fact that
the damsge was spread over an approximate ten miles area mnd that for a
period of seversl days trucks, bulldozers and jeeps traversed this ares,
It is therefors impossitle to correctly survey the cemplete crea for da-

mEge.

F

To date no clein has been recelved for medical expenses. A oOD-
gservetive estimates for damage cost as the result of the incident is ap-
proximately from 4,000.- %o 4,500.- Deutsche Harks.

s ‘_?f,f';f:;:-r.‘.'-fi-‘;"ﬂ#.;" n .;‘_
Tp: 9160 < WRAEAT 4. SCHEINIERG |
5 Ca _DSAP-—

alme Officer
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T Deatroyed
BE

thea L orred
BE |aT BE |4
WE®  GHARLIE RED BAKER
Do rge}
I!‘I-l BE|4D
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26 |07 [ 1] Bz |m

BR |37
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. F CHLGHLE
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Lol R

AR AT

&0th Troop Carrler Wing Tormstlom

and othors

L
sypnhelsr, Cermmr;
15 May 1953

8¢ 51-42

-
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FORMATION POSITIONS ARE AS g’LLﬂ“E
WikE MEM FLY

WOSE & TAIL AMD 0 FEET MIGH. FLIGNT LEADE FI.'I" IHI EN WiNG TIPS FL n
WING TP OF RESPECTIVE ABLE FLWMNT Wikd MAN l %ﬁ oF FL Lliﬂl‘ .I-ﬂ m

SPECTIVE ABLE FLIGHT WiNd MAN. BAKERN FLUGNT Fl.l'l 80 FEET WON B CMARLIF
SQUADRONS FLY (000 FEET BETWEEN SOUADRON LEADERS.




b g

LTCOL CRAMER Clvg =
CAPT DRANEY RED LT BROWN :‘E

ﬂ LT HUFFMAN
M
T LONEY
r WHITE ==
LT, FALLS LT. PECK 0
LT HAYNES

U::F] LT. CLARK U___;'Ei]
cogseny B UE  rerss

B LT. PORTER

LTL.HOLLEY [ {) :
LT, LINER GRFEN B LTCHILTEJN

lﬁt.h
— 2 I™ T .:1 '
f'n:m"lhi.'- '_-r. d G—H--n;f.' e b 4 Y e
15 Hay 1953 .




e

L8

(0766 - 40ABG-16MAYSS : SCENE*OF |5MAYSS A/C CRASH
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0766 - 40ABG -16MAYSS : SCENE'OF |SMAYS3 A/ CRASH
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i % engive, tail
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»  Foss ssction and mjor portion
: of fuse
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Right wing, engine, tall
pips, portion of cockpit
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078G _ ()ABG-16MAYSD~ SCENE OF ISMAYSS A/CCRISK
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Impact polnt

Laft boom, laft wing,
left englns, major portica
of fuselage

Right wing, boom and
angine
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<74G 6OABG - /EMAYS3~GCENE OF IS MAYS3 A/ CRASH
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154G 60ABG IEMAYSS - SCENE OF ISMAYS3 A/C CRASA
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: G-119C S1-8241
- Laft bocm, left wing, left
englne and aajor portion of
fuselage
b
i?

Moss and major portion of
cookpit

#

g -

laft Fin and rudder
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Pilots seat and win-
dowa

F-B, fragment lodged
in ecntrol cables,

forvard and of cargo
compartment celling
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C119C Sl-8243

Bottom oenter of fusalage

/-

Fupelage, left oide

/3

laft wine, foal stainas
on lower sarface

1&


















:

L 7 &AL
i o fs1" 4 y ': 5 ’
. MAY 53 ZA HAGE













= ;
- . ! =113C S1-A9
' : Laft ving
‘ +*
'
- i -__f
J
[
% L]
¥ .
L}
Left engine
3
e
_1 g '
left wing
l L ]













4
Py

r 3

s .
$GABG -riﬂufﬂ-ﬁ%& 70 Quf PS5 8255

’ . e
tl

T
W




o &

; P - r - l - - -
476 -40ABE -.r;ﬂurﬂ-ﬁmf 70 Ly f 7518259

W S o

s
a
P




) . Jr ;l
. - . < -
097-6-6GABG —:smrﬂﬁmrt

- V- -













i s
»

5

oA -

o i T
| L . i
¥
e ot

]
i ff
Penatration of UHF radio set
below mitewnce toc cockpit
=0

fadlo set mtruck center posts
af elam shell doors, right
parstroop door, and came L3
reat as shown
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£=1190 51-4299
Loft side, left boom

- e

Right side, left boom
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SURJECT: Report of Major Adreraft Accident
TO: 3 'ﬂlm

mmdm esarch n
mmmn—. m 3-;," s

1. mu L A LT Ty
Report of m#n the sid-air collision
5 k:w, et o deet ORI S o
E-l'd-_ MIﬁnﬂIﬂHﬂﬁhﬂﬂhmu-
fellowing 1

F=ilE S1-6204 35th Fighter Bomber Wing

G=115¢ 51-!235 60th Troop Cerrier Wing (H;
ﬂ-!l!ﬂ 51 5' &0th Troop Eﬁ: Wing (N
n—u.pc o1 0th Trosp Carrisr Wing {Hg

3e I comour in the findings and reconmendations of the Atrcraft
hﬂih:tinmﬂpﬂmm

he Corrective action to be taken this organization will be
indicated in mmhhum-ﬂﬁ

mub.mﬁl-lh,lﬁ 1953,
j

1 Incl

ﬂgéﬁ

A7 yo83% RESTRICTEL fﬁf

SECTEITY INFORMATION
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1 PORM 14 SUPFLEMENTAL DATA /
ROUTING SLIP
ACCIDENT HO : /
=T PF sy |

e ITFDICAL SAFSTY. | _2'3:‘;' al d

.| _EUGDIEFRING BRANCH |
LSNP S, SO BEE R S
_GARGO_ BRANCH 4
TRATHFR_FRANCH

FACTITTT=S BRANCH..
SAFETY EDTATYON !

s« .

. SIBJECT REMARKS

. ._he_-mnm_____?,f:’ g b=
___Supplemsntal Accident Informatipn -
Supplemental Accidont Beport

ANC Lettar
Unsatisfactory Report - e

butt

a 1

i
i

Emerpency Parachute Junp Report

Anmwer to Correapondsnce

-



TRICTEL

: HEADGTARTERS
G0TH TROOP CARRIER WING, MEDTUM
APC 57, T2 ATR FORCE

- 1 AUG 1953
e B a7z
b - i SO T ;';Igp.lemuu.h.l Informmtion, AMreraft jcoldent
.':_' I':’,r
K | '::" ¥
ik T Commaniler=In=0l1sl -
Y Mnited States Alr Forces I{n Euraope P g .
) APO 633, T5 Alr Foree it 0
A 1, BReference 13 made Lo thid report of mijor alrceeft ogoldent

conoerning P-34 51-6224 und G-11%'a 51-3235, 51-8241, 51-B249, &nd

o 51-22%9, whilch ocollided near Mennhelm, Oormarny on 15 Vay 1953,

2., In gecordenoe with parsgraph 42, AFR 62-1), you are informed

thet 4/10 Micheel (B/T) Sttlste, AF 13 379 557, died on 25 July 1953
at the 435th Mediowl Group Hospltal, Wissbsdan, Germany. Caupe of
death wvas i{nfection and other complicatlions reasulting from icjuries

reacaived In the secldent,

FOR TR COTANDIER:

y o Botadden

Tpr /M AR 16 JAMES E. MADDEN
Ist Lt USAF
Asst Adjutant

1 57706

RUSTRICTED
SECURITY INGORMATICHN
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L t r-ﬂth _I*.- I'.u_:l + ':1,',!”'-' ] '1-'-; “r 3 -’-,-_:'I. bo 0 g PR = S b

sental Infopmaticn, Alrerall Accident

Ere 350,33 1st Ind.

o e =9 TIRODE oy L S T L
EADGUAPTERS, UNITED STATES A7 ROBCES W DROPE, AP2 033, G0 FGT
_"."I..IT—_'-, R: 151, § 7 lu AUE m
ta:  Office of the Inspector Gemeral, USAF, Horlon Alr Zovicd SeSe,

Califomia

Tafarmation citad in basic letter is forwarded sc inat the .?.i.:‘-

- 5 ey Sy Lot Tl aptia
ﬂ"_\_rt. Al“cl[lﬂrl.t T,'.T:rll- = rﬁ"‘ ‘i': .I' T ﬁ'\inid._-ﬂ:_j_.]'._. ...Jlr & garreciaed
to reflsct the easualty sustained fn cited ascldent.
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-
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[ SECURITY
INFORMATION
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FORM 1 SUPPLEMENTAL DATA

ACCIDENT MO~~~ _ o= ,

=

ROUTING SLIP
i
_;-::iﬂmmxaﬂ_.__.é’ 4

UEDICAL SAFETY_. E

DATE,

il

__ENGUISERING BRANCH |

BOMBER BEANCH _  § -

_CARGC BRARCH

FICHTER BRAMCH . @ . —

THEATHER ERANCH

_FACTLITIES REANCH. .

SAFETY EDUCATTON [ __

SUBJECT

. ﬁk‘l & Id::: ﬂ::
L Suprlsnectnl Accldent Informati

peensntal Accident Heport

e

1 _RIC LotteT

| Unsatdafecic:e Report
| Hobuttal
| Disaggesbly Iz~paction Report

_Medical Bepcrt

| _Enginsaring Hepc=i )
Emergency Ferachute Junp Report

. Answar to Jore.snondence




i | JUN 1 1953
oy | R SR
e . e s
.I - i - I;-,.
T G trenp Treop Sursilee Grow (5) <*
il ’ I.‘-ml. ﬁl‘ "H!I ]-..“‘...

with paragraph Ll a(1), mﬁi"lh
Report of

compliance
of the
mﬂi‘?i.uﬁ:m:?sa. #ut-n (2) copiss to m

, Germsny, 15 L 1953,
ﬁ '!H.-lﬂpurt inclvdea AP Formo 1 and sttachments for the

F~BYE 51=52084 5th Fighter Bomber Wing
C-119C 51-6235 60th Troop Garrier H:.n; ;
ﬂ-usﬂ ﬁ—ﬂw 60th Troop Osrrisr Wing
C=115C 51-G25% &0th Troop Carrier Wing ug

ﬁi‘i “Raference paragraph Ll b of the cited regulatiom, the report
ﬂﬁrﬂ#ﬂdh%mmnh {5) working days

| #, CLonewrrence or pon-conourrence ir the {indings snd recce=

be  If pon-conouwrrence i3 indiested, the reasons for non=
COnCUITONC R

ts Aoy sction taken by the H0th Troop Carrier Group to prevent
similer sooid=—i. in the future.

BY (RIDER (F COLOWEL EKELLEY:

L ) v

1 Inni,

a/s (dup) CEnE“ KD | I,;'I.'LI-,IM:_':-‘:!'
A Ad] 7 j-g‘.r.-:}
RESTRICTEL e

A
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@ QRESTRICTERQ
B/ltr fr By, 60th TC Wg ts 0O, 60th TC Op. SUBJ: Report of Major Alr-

o Z/ %/ (4 Jun 53) Let Ind

HEADQUARTERS, €OTH TROOP CAHAIER GROUP MEDIUM, APO 57, US AIR FORCE

70: Commanding “fricer, 60th Treop Carrier Wing (M), APO 57, USAF
1, Oomewr in tho firdings and recommsndstions.

tastans Shon 11 wiihs. invalods a8 SoES a0 the dhssminetion of A1

pertinent informstion relstive to these missions.

» Thnis group is utiliring crew members the primary responsi-
Huiium,mﬂltﬂumimﬂm or more flights,

1 Inel LOBHELS W. MOOMEW
afe Colonel Usar

Communding
ki o 950337

RESTRICTED

2 e Wl

SR

B



® AESTRICTED®
Hiq 60th TC Wing, 719.1, Subject: Report of Major Alreraft lseident

3dv, 23 e 15 1w 153
EEADJUARTERS, GOTH TROOP CANRTER WINO, MEDIIM, iPO 57, U5 AIR FORGE

¥0: Cosmanding Gonersl , Twslfth u:-m-_,"uﬁi:,timnm
_'L.tmhmﬂlﬂmlﬂ:ﬁ—ﬂmﬂmhﬂu
Investigation Board and the astlon indleatsd in the 1st Indorsement.

| RESTRICTED

= |5ﬂ3ﬂm'n’ mmumml
Kk _ _ .

st




L i 1 =1

‘ RESC i '@ E

Aswia Ute Jw Bo, S04% Tp Carr Hg. M. APC 51a File 319.1, Subjs "Rpt

e

of Naj Acft Acdt®, dtd § Jun 53 =3
0%8 319.1 (4 Jun 53) sea e B8 JUL 185
HEADQUARTERS, TWELFTH AIR FORCE, AP0 12, US ATR FURCE -

$01 Comsander in Ohief, Unitsd States Alr Forces in Burope, AFO 833,
TS Alr Foroe : -

1. After caroful revier of the Form 14 srd attachsl papers per-
taining to this socident. this headquarters conours ir the findings
and recomse ons of the Alroruft Ascident Investigation Board with
the exception of recommendation nfw g5 the effsct that emch partici-
peting unit make & weather reccnnsissance report. In sombat or a
combined exercise asuch a procedurs would be necessary only in expeptional
circumstances. Normally oné aireraft is scfficlent to determine An-
route and target weather.

3, OCensur with sction taken by unit commanders to prevent re-
currends of this type of sccident.

3. 5o much of Section ¥-2 of the Fors 14 as reads "formation
leniar" eto, is changsd to rdad "fapmation ieaders” ato. Subordinate
‘sommanders hare been notified of this change im socordance with para-
graph 414, AFR 62-14. ‘ ;

4+ Tois hesdguarters has taken the following sction to prevest
similar socidents: : v

4. Operations procedurss have benn oarafully reviewed to
{nsure no compromise with msximum flight safety standardas.

B. A poliay has been established o lnours that operationa
erdsrs published by this headquarters gontain all information neces-
sary to safely sondust the sssigned misaion.

8y A joint briefing will be held on future missions in-
volving sevaral units and different typea of airoraft.

4. Tnite of the Twelfth Alr Force have been directed %o
{nsure that subordinate echelons parsicipating in miapions are
adsquately informed af the content of the over-all oparations order,
and that such schbordinste units are directed not to deviate from
published oparations orders without proper authority.

r..-- o

S st ' j

L |



gl P jec ; =
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Frﬂ'""'“' 3
Basie Ltr fm Hq, S0tk Tp Carr Wg, N, APO 57, File 312.3, Subj: "Rpt
of Lk Aert Jodt®, Iﬂ_# Jun 53

. s 431 pilots of this command will be brisfed on this
~ . sceldent.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

(pneid |
1 Tnsl: : \ 7 MG BROWN '
w/d - b o 054 |
oo Rl Riied |
Tp: Hamsteln 7213
BOTP 360,33 bith Ind,
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES AIR FORCES IN EUROPE, AFD 633, ofo POBT-
MASTER, W& YORX, EEW TORX 4.&11&1&3
T0: Office of the Inspector Osperal, USAF, Norton Alr Forca Dase,
ﬂll'.ll'ﬂndl
1; ﬂ::llurnw-ln partains to a major aircraft aceident
mmm miles northeast of Mamnheinm,  on

- 1953, and is submitted in accordance with paragraph
.l.ﬂ III-H.LJI y 1953, :I:hiliru'lﬂlnrﬂ.rﬂm

Me, : by lst Lt, James W, Chilton; C-115C,
_51- ] Woslay Y, Clement; C-119C, No. 51-

' by Majur G, Wells, Sr.j ¢-1190, Mo, 51=
#E!,Mhhtk.mir.mim.

2. This headqusrters congurs in the findings and recomsendsticos
of the AMreraft Acoident Investigating Hoard as corrected by paragraph
3 of the preceding ¥rd Indorsement,

3. As indicated in the preteding correspondence, the necsasary
corrective sction has besn taken to preclude recurrence of ascldents

of & similar type. No further acticn is contemplated by this head-
quartars at this time.

TOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: *3

JOHN C. HADLEY
Col. USAF \
Asst Ad].
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ool BAFXTY EPUCATTON |

SUBJECT

601 Latdor 1
_ﬂarmw

] Hﬂ;'{'_".f_ﬂl._‘lntll Accident Report
-J.J';ﬁ:;ﬂ-t.
Unsatisfectorr Report

{fobuttal

L Dipassembly Inspsction Report
i .-""F-__
__Enginsaring Bepcei

__ Emergency Perachute Junp Repart

Answar to ':a:'.f".z_rp-nndmmu




B RESTRICTED e :
SECURITY INFORMATION

DEPAFTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

!
|
|
|
|
|

TR ST T
Fh
II

eyt

Lt Colonel, U. 8. Air Fore
Ohisf. Records and Statistics Divielea

o L
o om EL s
[t -1 ﬂm m:; m’ w ) ;"-:. A }-

RESTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATION
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? = -
ORISTRICTEI®
ORESTRIE |
4/Ls. DAF, fig AR, Washington, OFf I0 TOAP, Harton AFS, Calif, ARCFS-AA
53-5-15-9,9M0:  (Dhel) Alroreft Accident Involving C-119, Mo, 51-%235,

17 Jul 53
78 520 99.(17 74 53) lat Ind og UL WARY
HEADJUARTERS, A0TH TROCP CARRIER WING, M, APC 57, C/0 POGTMASTER, NEW TORK,N.Y.

T™0; Offies of the Tnapuctor Senersl, UIAP, Norton Alr Fores Buse, San
Bernarding, Callfornia

1, Attachsd are Formn 14F as requestad In baslo lelter,

2. Tha Porms wers not submittad with the sceldent repart oince the
resaing of the personnel concerned wers mot ldentifisd, A statemant to
this affect was signed by tha medical officer and attsched to the repart.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

% Innlas . . AUSER
CORTLAND P e

a's
T

RESTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATICY



DICAL REPORT OF AN INDIVIL
Invelved in AF Aircraft Accident
thls form In sceardasics with AF Bag. $3-14 and AP Manual 835, “Alveraft Accidunt Tnvestigaion” Hasdbook *  1f
ﬁﬂimﬂlﬂ*'#ﬂmmdm;q_ﬁWb’mmw.

ar p—

o - - heaTReE rerTan TIESN MAD AL . e

— [ L, '1 -r-n-r"_ i, CHRENT RATIRG SNEBTY | L BT AT Wik OF
W h037i8s2 |15 Way 1953 | Seetor Pilos | “Wilot
: s DATE SEANTED nl-uhﬁ'-h
Ig-—:’.m.mmmun—r'mm A BT
EEPLAS: T

' “.1_ TEW% ‘;- [Joms  'LIFL EbORTRALY 0

11, SLANS D T RENTITY B0

W
e !

L& s ' this |ndividusl's and mental condition which might have con-
y F‘“‘E 80 kit T PRIy bl on the preceing O Senrs. Tochode a3 ndenid recommmenduln To

1 Hﬂwnhhﬂmﬂkmm condition at time of accident,

-
i

N e
-

i
§
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ol < BESTHICTED (When filled ln}
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e
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R TE
SJAST IV Wi oAl yeeigon
: WEDIERRREEROEL Ok VM IKRIA A

[ T TR i t— sl

Upe Bgures below 1o mark aite of fractures, burns, and ampotetione. List all injurics ecvonding o existing regulntivai
Indients sxnet Ioeation of fractures, pakicg arrews Lo most sanvenient ofde of manikin, and specify typs, aa Feople Hirrple
Comminuted, Comprund, Compoand Comminatesl _
Cutline ares of burme oo mesikin and identily degres of borns on arsa ae follows; Lat dugrei (); 2d dagree & 0d degres 5




{'Il'iu-ﬂﬁ -:.-- - boe o we PRV L)
; Tt % Sectlan D —BIAGNOLIS
- 7 abnormal ne NOT identibnd C hereof.
whwumwumﬂ:hummn in peethon

—

= e
o f -
Ig. 1.y
- .

T R

Socthon L—STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT
eomtributed to the injuriss identified in sections C and I} herent. §

RS i mmmm of simdlar fjuries.
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ED {When filled i ) '- guresl 0

' 10 .."_‘ 3 i II'

_3 nve hﬂMm:. .
g ﬁuu—um-ﬁruu«gun—uﬂ ~Alresadt Ao :-upuq'-m- i
i m#hmﬂn-ﬁu hmnuu-_m ; ripg by propsr sestion lefter,

; E ; £ ATE o T | & CommeT NATIE RAD SATE AT Tl OF

| ey | Harola 34 15 tay 1953 | s-uws_ v | Pfheger

s 1920 [ = 18 e [ [ A
. -E#nﬂm!—'ﬂ::—il-w ST TTRATIR

AL P FATAL THME S A G SLATH ﬁuﬂlm

15 May 1953, 1700 Be Om  LEST"

mn—mmm.-ﬁ-m
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Hﬂmuuh'#mﬂimdﬂlnmﬁiﬂmﬁtﬂﬁ#nddd.




RESFRICTED (Wihen Slled i) WE SIRCARE < A

Femtogtrr - Sertien C—PRACTURES, SURNS, AND AMPUTATIONS

fs =

Use Sgures befow to mark pite of fractires, burns, and amputstione. Lint all injuries seeording b exinting

Indicabe exnet loeatien of ractures, using arrows tn most comvenlent wide of manikin, and wpecily type, ss Simple, Sample

Comminuted, Compend, Compound Comeminated. : g
Owtline ares of burns cn man(kin and identify degree of burns on ares as follows: it degree ©; 22 dagree @; 3d dagree 8. B
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BESTRICTED (Wi #ied in)
Berthen #.—Tir Ll

Body unddestified,

I
.
.

.

:

.I

1

.

i

!

|’

1§

£

k

L

.

.

.

|

: s W A0r Tt
.

il s ,
e
A e
=

L MLy ik




ML W PATAL T AN e OF DEATH) ,t i-'-i-m FEAFFMLLT

s ke

lliﬂ'——-'un—-_-mn
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Sectien B—PIRIONAL FACTORS (Pllad ar Crew Member Outy)

R : wiich ba
. munﬁﬁ-wum‘:mmfrﬂ mﬂﬂﬂﬂ miglt nn;:':;'

= ﬂ!ﬂmmhﬂdm&mﬂ condition at time of accident, 1
s I \ f
J
1

—
[ AEFTRECTE (Whes filled =y
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EESTRICTED (Whes Alled in) |
Sastian C—PRACTURES, BURNS, AND AMPUTATIONS

I Dsa Agures babow to mark site of fractures, burns, snd amputations. List all infuries secording o existing regulstiors.
Indicate wxact locatinn af fraciures, uning arrews e most convenbnl side of manikin, and specify type, sa Simpls, Slmple

Comminutd, Congosind, Compoand Comminabid.
(hutline aros of burns on manikin and identify degres of burns on srea as follows: lat degres @) Gd degree G 3d degres
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(When Eled in)

AREIT I TR Sl R

Sarhias 0.-=DIAGNOSS

+

& RNl

' all knjuries or absncmal conditions 40T identified (o seetion C barvaf.
B e o et s o, i syparass s o of tis o

Body umnidentified,

Bachles L—ITRUCTURES AND ECUIPHENT

Include auy

m.ﬂﬂ:. 'Hﬂ“mllﬂlhlﬂuﬁ-mﬂhmﬁuﬁﬂm
Decrii e fully all #ty oetures or equipment

fur changes lending to prevention of
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AL REPORT OF AN INDIVID
in AF Aircroft Accident

| ‘AT Reg. 02-1¢ and AF Munual 62-5, “Alrernft Acchlont Jusmitigaton’ Handhook.” Lf
 pdditional apace is meeded, ute mection F' hereof and/or additional ahest (8) a8 necsasary, identifying by proger seetion letter.

- e s me e s e
Sarties A —JEMTRAL THPORMATHEM

R e}

[isl-rms:l Bavigator “Wgator |

& - -
_ -._..m:m-pnr-u_rrr-m [ T

- -

5
E
:
i
:

ST, -,'- @ I PETEL TIED ASG DATT OF SEATS: 13 AN AUTIFET FERrEEE

s 1700, 15 May 1953 Bw Om SSpaTm =" |

TPICIY PESMAST ST UM PRISLSY CAURE GF BEATH. A MEARE USED TO DENTIFY SeBT

mwwrmim"mmml

Give in tﬂll.lmﬁuﬂmmutﬂf t-nilhhdhﬂn.] yaieal and mental condition which might have con-
rlrhil:l to m parthular botrs.  Inclode any indiested recommendstions for

chanpan In AF

1k

Officer was in mental & physical conditisn at time of ascident,

N RESTRICTED (When filied in}



 RESTRICTED (When &lied in) T E ALl ,
|

fectisn C—PRACTUREL, BURNE, AND AKPUTATIOND

Use Agores helow to mark site of frastures, burna, and ampotstions, List all injuries secondlng @0 existing regulstios. f
Indieats sxmet lneation of fractures, uxing arrews to most conveslest wide of manikin, and specify typr, sa Bimgde, Bimple!
Comminuted, Compound, Compound Comsninuted 18

Oratling arss of burns on manikin and identify degree of buras o ares an follows: Lot degree [©; 3d dagres §; 3d degree @ §
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ieading to prevention of similar infaries.




RESTHICTED (Whes Sliod Iu) ]

i T Bl Dow this spmos for Report of Autopey or Jor any extenslons of preceding ssetiune. -

e T—— T e

Body unidentified,
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- : ~ - -
; ~ Involved in AF Aircraft Accident
"i Uss this form In sccordance with AF Rag. 62-14 and AF Manoa! 43-8, “Alveraft Acddent Investigaion” Hendbook = 1f
I} o seetiom 7 hereaf and/or cdditional sheat 11} 2 necessary, Iddntifying by proper section letter,
_.I . - :.-I e —
5 il Al | L WAL I BATY P STENT | L CORRINT RATHYS ARD SATE l.__—r-;:-_i
3 0 15 May 1953 Non-Rated Opsrator
' L WaR FLOT om i, maNTED | PO T BECTY
el e el
- | MR OF LY § BEVTMICTED FRGV -t A1 BIVALT OF RS & [ T S—T
| | - F.E
_'. | o, L AL, TIME R ety of AT 1T W ATOPDY FRAFORMEES 1
| = 1700, 15 May 1953 15 B O EIRSeoem
| 1L M WSS T T T RSOT
b  ——
; Section B—PERSONAL FACTORS (Plied or Crew Mamher Giiy! |
= : : - =
B e o e e et S e e e |

| banew in AF versonsel poller.

idrmsn was in good mental & physicul condition at time of ascident.

m 148 [p— RENTOMCTED (Whes Alled in)




EESTIICTED (Wien Slled in) . MLl |« 2Py -;ii
Sosten C—PRACTURES, BURNS, AMD AMFITATIONS :

Use Agures balow o mark site of fractures, burns, wsd sonputations. List all fnjuries assording o existing fegiiatlons.
f prnet baenilon of fraciures, uing areows (o most cocvenbent side af manikin, aed spesify type. = Aimple, Rimpin

Comnpe -, Camprand Comminuied,
Duiline arei of barss on manikin and dentify degres of burns on s &8 Fallows: Lt degres (D) 24 dagres §; 2d depros B
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STRICTED (When iilled in) > (LTSN NTUN R {odall oo

i

o Deaeribe in detail, seeording to ex

¥ I.|J

l-ﬂnhn: abmarmal conditfons NOT id-utifed in yection C hereof.
“ﬂrnﬂuwuum wnlhlﬂmrq.l.

Body unidentified,

s ... .:-'E.-;"El-ul i

= +
Ssoties [—STRUCTURES AMD DOUIFRENT

 Demeribe fully all siruetures or eguipment which comtributed to the infuries idestified in vections C and D berecl
Include any : mﬂuﬁ.nmdmm

5Bl

iy
k=L

™
LR

"2 by 1953 | MV ¢ DL, Taarom) A
-lui-._-d.in-_ :
=.' BEo LIRS G g o




RESTMICTED (When Sfied in)
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FPORM L, SUTFLEMENTAL DATA

RIUTING SLIP
ACCIDENT ““,

T 7/ " DATE %ﬂ& s DATE
|| REVIN & ANALYSIS Vo . 1] -

| UEDICAL SAPETY__ __}._

e EUGTEERDNG ARANCH

_BOMBER HREANCH ____ | _ e W < e i i

b — -} -CARGO BHAECH

— | FIOOES BRANCH | B A

~J— TRAIHER ERARCH. _ 4 STy e

_PACTLYTT=S BOANCH. |

SAFITY EDICATION . | 2k

SUB.JECT  FEMARKS:

| hi-3f Latber
. Surierental Aceidant Tofo

Sup=_enantal Annident Reaport

1AW Totoew |

Unoatisfcglorr Report

Rsbuttal =
| Dsagpembly Insrzctlop foport |
_Meadical Hegeof

|_Frginsasring BEencod
¥mergency Fooacimte Junp Report

Answsr to Cer—wanondencs




RESTRICTED ©
HEADGTARTERS
GOTH TROCF CAMAIER WING, HEDTUM
APO'S7, /0 POSTMASTER, NE YORE, Wy Y.
S 2€007 3 * 1 Auc 1953

STATECT:  Supplesental Information, alrersft iooldent

TO: The Isspealor Cepsral TUDLF P
Directorste of Flight Safsety Resesrch &
Norton Ailr Force Dame =
San Barperdinc, Jallfornls

L]

1. Rafsrsnce ls ssds to tle report of majfor aireraft scoldent
concerning T-8L 51-6384 snd C-119%s 51-#235, 51-8241, 51-924%9, and
£1-8259, which oollided nesr Mannhelm, Cersany an 13 May 1%23.

2. In acoordsnes with permgraph 42, AFA 62-14, you are lalorwed

hatl Jl: Michasl (I0T) Bacbisbe, AP 13 370 557, dled an/ 25 July 13563
st the 455th Medliocal Group Hosplial, Wisshaden, Germsny., Causs -1
doath was Infection und obier eompliestlons resitliing Trom lnjurlss
recalved In the awealdsnt.

I4 1

FON THE COMMARUER:

Z Packole

JAMES E. MADDEN
Ist LI USAF

Amst, Adjutant H{

i

T T T T S

RESTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATION



| FACYLITTES BE/NCH.

SUB.JECT

f2-1! Latter .

SAFETY Epveatton f o 1

-
__ Sup-lenental Accident Informati

Supplemmntal Accident Report

L e Latlsr

Unzatisfector Report

|__febuttal
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4OTH TROOP QARRIER WING, MEDITHM
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OFS 350,33 22 JUL 1953

STRJECT: (Unolassifisd) Ohange in Repert of ifrcsaft iecldent
Investigation

S
TO: The Inspector General USAF % o
Dlrectorste of Flight Safety Research s
Worton Alr Foree Bone, Galifornis

1. Attention ip invited to AF Form 14 pertainlng to == ]or alroraft
sacldant Invalving oms (1) P-8;, Wo. 515284 and four (i) 0-112's,
Hes, T1-9234, ﬂﬁz , 512249 and 51-8359 which ocourred near Mannhelm,
farsany on 15 May 1953,

2. A typographlosl errer was made in Ssotlon K 2 of this form.
You are hereby notifisd tlat ao mich of Sectlon N 2 a3 reads, "Formation
lesder, ote"”, iz changed to read "Formatlon losders, eto”.

FOR THE COMMANTER:

Ve m:ﬂ-*;{,,

CORTLAND P. AUSER
tajet LisAF

g o
;,"l

RE:JI v iFAD
SECURITY INFORMATION |




oFs 3’{’ 23 3 JUL 1953
SUBJECT: Rebuttal to Pindings, Afrersft Accident Bosrd
5
TO: The Inspeator Oeneral USAL {45
Directorate of Flight Safety Research vl
Nerton Alr Force Base, Califorais ; <
5‘3

1. Forwardelin compliance with parsgraph 47, Alr Force Regu-
lation 62-14, are five (5) statements of rebuttal to the findings of
the siroraft sceident investigstion board whieh convened at thia
station on 20 May 1953, The hoard was convensd to detarmine the
cause of & mid air collision which occurred on 15 May 1953 betwesn
P-4 51-6284, 36th Fighter Bomber Wing, and two (2) C-119 sircraft
sasigned to this hesdquarters.

2. Coples of the atatements of rebuttal have been forwarded
to each besdquarters which raceived copies of the repoxt of ma jor
aireraft sccident.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: o

5 Inols: .
8/l s D ] DAVIES



24 Juns 1953

SUBJECT: Rebuttal

1, Ia acocordance with provisicms of parsgraph 47, AFR 62-14,
dated 14 Janmmary 1953, the following comssnts are submitted in re-

buttal o the findings:
ae FParagreph 1, Prisary Causs, I concur,

bs Sub parsgrapheé la, 1lb, lo, secondary causes, 1 do nmot
somtur. It is balieved that the statements contaimed in these sub
peragraphs are true facts omly and ohould mot be listed as causes.
Sound tactical doctrine and practices during the past and for at
least ths iumsdiste future is pradicated om the rendssvous of both
small and very large formations of airoraft for sutual eupport amd
cogbat effectivensss, BSuch formations are joiosd aand sssembled by
the formation laaders oesarching out their respective mssociates and
jeining them in their correct positioms for the route flight to tar-
got, I% is also normel procedurs for Pighter Squadroms to fly rela-
tively large forsations into air conjested aress where pre-brisfing
for all concernsd mircraft is mot practical, since mmch of the alr
traffic is transient. Duripg sush flights, chisf reliancs %o aveld
air cellisicn is placed om the formation leaders expsrisnce, mlert-

Lo ). Hom

AHTHUR D. THOMAS
Lt Colonel, USAF




need b =

wr
i

2L Juns 1953

de It is balieved that more sppropriste secondery causes would




Ltr, By, £93rd Fir Bur Sg, APO 119, US Air Foroe, Subjs Rebuttal
(1) ®ousin® lesder failed to make the altitud

(2)

(3)

(4)

umumwu.wmmmﬂum
prior to the 20llision,

The formation leaders involved in the colllsion were
orbiting an abnormally great distaice from the designaled

rendesvous points

w?mmdwnﬂﬂn‘hhﬂﬁh
dts to the pormally expected left hand orbit, there-

by eresting a blind spot to both formations involved while
approaching each other.

Both formatlons “nvolved in the sooident were flying in
&n area of restrioted vigibility, while conditiong at

mumm&o:nmuqmmm

operations of £
L o

Lt Colonel, USAF



24 Juma 1953

1. In seccordance with the provisions of paragraph 47, AFR 62-14,
dsted 1 Jamuary 1953, the following comments are submitted in rebuttal
the accldent irvestigation board in regard to the
major mccident imvelving C-~119 and F-B4 type aircraft in the vieimity of

« 1 conour with the findings contained in paregraph 1 as to
use of the aceident.

a
cavse
b. I do not comour with findings contained in parsgraphs Za, 1b
and lo, as to the secondary causes. I#Ffmﬂmunfﬂghwwpllir-
craft are frequently required to fly in congested areas whers pre

of all aircraft in the area is imposeibls, BSeparstisn of airsrs®t and
flightr rest solely with the individual pilot end flight leaders, Estab-
1ished tactical procsedures often require the rendevous of alreraft

hunmuwﬂmmmu dependent upon the
flight leader to eveid collision even though several flights are at the
ramo altitude and ares, AMdreraft irvolved in subject sccident ecllided
some distance from, snd at a different altitude than btriefed. Therefore,
it i3 felt that pre-briefing as to other alrcraft altitudes snd rendevous
point vould not have prevented this sceldent,

el

Capt.,

—
-
]
'I
.
LI
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¢ ‘ DeG/R13/601

220 FIGHITR-PONEER SSUADRON
36tk Mphter-Bombar Group
AFO 132 U3 Alr Force

17 June 1953
SUREOT: Fetutiel To Adreralt Accldent Report

0 t Companding Dfficer :
36th Pighter-Homber Group .
APO 133, U3 &ir Yorce

l: Ihis letter is wiitten in rebuttal to tha Alreraft Accidenmt
Investigation Poard's report of the elreraft accldent which eooursd
on 15 May 1953, at Mepmheln, Germany io whick 0-119 alrgraft mmbers
ﬂ-miii‘mivﬂ.m' 51-£2594 , and 5182490 , and F-BLE mumber 51638,
were

4y Seotlon 0" of the Adr Force Formm 1., Repart of Adreraft

Aseldent, states, " the primary cause of the accldept wms [allurg of

the formatlon lesders to observe each other in pufficlent time to take
affactive evesive sctlion " , Under Section "OF , Necormendation m. ,

it 18 recoomended that commanders inpure that formetilon Tasdors are fully
awnre of thelr responsibilitiss while leading formaticns, Thin recommen-
detion and the uee of the word "falled™ in stating the primary cause
fuetor infars that I errored because T could hawe or should have Sean the

. oaSar for=siics sooosr than I 414, It is to this infsrence that T offer

rebottal,

i
|
]
E
&
:
‘
:
5

see them until the ares of cur orbite brcught them forvasrd into an area
¥hele my vislon won not otetruoted, AR that time I did everything humenly
posalbtle tu avert & colllslan,

4s 1 heve ravieved the Aceldent Tovestigation Boerd's report , and
oould find no evidence or opinifon expreseed Yy ary of the witnesses Lo
indicate that I d12 pot understend my responaibdlities as formetion lesder
or %o mupport the inferance that I could have or should have seen the
C=11% formation sconer than I did,

e T

BARRELL §7 LRAMER
It Jc1,,  U=AP

Bl £
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mﬂhﬁhﬂﬂ.h“mnﬂ&
caups for retotial.
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0 : m'mnﬂi POR: TIG W
WR : JOPS 0391 16 May 53 (pra 1614307)

N Ref APCFR-2D-5-0-376. Asft eollision Holdelbarg Oer 15

1. Missgion was serial review at Landatuhl AB with 2
minute time separation and 500 feet altitude separation over
target. 10,000 feet amltitude separstion provided between P-BY
acit and C-119 acft at wareshalling srea where acelident ocoourred.

Preliminary investigntion reveals acft may have changed
sltitude over marshalling ares from 15,000 feet tc 5000 feet, G
which wes sosigned altitude for C-119 aoft. HMission did not g
involve interception. ,
2. Moft not under control of (CI at time and place of i
acoldent. .
=
3. Weather reported 6/B stratus in hame luyer at 5500 y
feet, vi= T miles. nﬂ_“

§. Hershalling ares not in visinity of alrport. Control
of ¥R traffic in marshalling area establlished by minsion Operations
Order a2 outlined in 1 abeve. Control over target aree handled by
Landstahl Towwr,
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1669 ST 16 MaY 53 .
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3.+ ] DatE TiME OROUP wm
—ETZTH STH TORCE, WIESBADEN, -
PR EF OF STAFF, USAF, ©ASH D.C, ATTN: 1G
o DCS/OPERATIONS, USAF, UASH D.C. / 652
OFFICE OF TIG, NORTON AFB, CALIF,
E :
Ct AFF, WIESBADEN, GERIANY i }z ’/ﬂ. L
5"’-" _'é'-" V, ..-'?-"", Zé.". 7 7’-:", L'
565 ' 577/ G/R /3 67
yNFOICING ALLIED CAND FORCES, CENTRAL EUROPE, FONTAINESLEAU,
FRANCE ,
REF 1"G JOFS.D JOFS-0385, JOFS-0386, JOFS-03E7. JOFS-

ggﬂ. JOFE.03%9 FROYW GOTH TRP CARR WG AND CHASH AND PRELIMINARY
SEPORT FROM 3bTH FTR BUR WING, DATED 15 VAY, THE FOLLOWING
NAREATIVE RFBORT OF REFERENCED AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPRE SENTS
EIARIARY OF INFOPATION AVAILABLE THIS FARS

AN AERIAL FLYTY WAS SCHEDULED AT LANDSTUML AIRBASE, THIS FLYBY
aONC | STED OF THE FOLLOWING: 36TH FTR BYR WG WiT 16 F-Bl £1f. |
CRAFT OVER LAMDSTUHL AIR BASE AT 16047 AT 2900 FEET MSL. 38TH (n
aoMB WING (LIGHT) WITH 27 B=26 AIRCRAFT OVER LANDSTUHL 16022 AT

2k00 FEET MSL. LBTH FTR AUA RING ¥ TH 16 F=Ali AIRCRAFT OVER \

LINDETURL 1602 AT 290C FEET ¥SL, 60TH TRP CARR WING WITH 1B “
C-119 AIRCRAFT OVER LANDSVUHL 16007 AT 1300 FEET sL, E6TH FTR L
SR WING H1TH 16 F-B6 ACFY OVER LANDSTUHL 1605 AT shon FEET MSL, '
397TH TRP CARR WING WITH 1F C-119 AIRCRAFY OVER LANDSTUHL 16002 Fas

AT 1900 FEET “SL, TYRP CARR WINGS WERE T0 MARSHALL AT 5000 FEET |
WITH THE 31 BING LFADING FLIGHT, F-Blj WiNGS WERE TO MARSHALL
AT 18000 T 21 TH LATH WING LEADING FLIGHT, THE VARSHALLANG
AREA WAS OVER LADENPURG BEAGON, THE C-119'S OF THE 317TH TRP
CARR WING WERF DEPARTING LADENBURG BEACON ON A WESTERLY HEADING,
THE &0TH WINC COMING IN FROM THE WORTHEAST VADE A 360 DEGRLCE TURM
10 THE NORTH FCR PROPER SPACING BEHIND THE 317TH WiNG, THIS
TURN WAD JUST BEEN COMPLETED AND 60TH WING WAS APPROACHING LATE N
BLUAG BEACON FRCW THE NORTHEAST AT 5000 FEET WHEN FoBlya OF THE
36TH FTA AR BING CAME OUT OF THE SOUTHWEST MAKINE A LEFT TURN
{NTO THE LADELSURG BEACON AT 5000 FEEY, TYHE LEADER OF THE 3HTH
ETR BUT BING 1 GHTED THE C-119'S AND WAS HEARD T» CALL "AOEIES

AT 12100 O'CLOCX PREAK RIGHT®, THE FiRST 3 FLIGHTS OF FaBiy?s
SUCCESSFULLY AVOIDED THE €-119'S, THE LEADER OF THE Iy FLIGHT
SENT OVER THE C-119'S, THE NUMBER 2 MAN UNDER THE 11975, THE

ol 5 Arfuks wbr NediTAz, ' ooumit ohvHFosiea Bkl miGLaBStYY NG

ZSTRICTED-SFCURITY INFORMATION
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I_ Vel A7 SHAMA CHYTN

14 2.2 DaTE
g M 1% DATE TIME QRQIF _ FRECEDENOE
FRow,

PAGE TWO OF 1C 1661
™

NUMBER | MAN WENT ABOVE THE 119'S, THE F=Bl PILOT BAILED OUT
‘ AND THME ATRCRAFT wAS DESTROYED, 2 ®-119'8S WITH A TOTAL OF 10
; PEOPLE CRASHED AND BURNED, Bg OF THE 10 SUCCESSFULLY BAILED OUTY,
1 C=110 SUFFERED "AJCR DAMAGE FROM STRIXING DEBRIS IN THE AIR,
LEADER OF F-Bl FLIGHTS CHANGED RENDEZVOUS ALVITUDE TO 5000 FEETY
IN ORDER TO REMAIN UNDER CLOUD COVER, WHEN LEADER EIGHTED t!gm

FLIONT AT 5000 HE DECENDED m&ooo CALLING LEADER OF gﬁm FLI
DO LIKEWIZE. ALTHOUGH LEADER SAYS THIS MESSAGE WA ACKNOWLEDGED,

a;;gnf'l.lﬂﬂf REMAINED AT 5000 AND ACCIDENT OCCURRED SHORTLY THERE -
L .

PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INDICATES THAT FLIGHT LEADERS OF S6TH AND LATH
WERE NOT PROPEALY BRIEFED THAT €=113 FLIGHTS WERE UARSHALLING AT
[ 5000 FEET OVER LADENBURG BEACON,

T R

T

BOGh YA WPILALE NOT REQUIRED, OONBULT ONYFTOOSATER BEFORE DECLABBIFY INC

s T DIsTAIRUTION .
CSSTEICTED-SECURITY INFORMATION 78 |
e —— -—FE' . i b_-_l

/ mr

i d T




e i e Ton a =
& 2 v?‘ ; u ;Hb x
: ﬁ_, 4 ESTRICIEQ-SECURITY INFOA o ‘f 532

ﬂiﬂ;ﬂ l.'l um-m——_-_
1640 17 MAY 53
DATE

ALk (O

it
v
I‘ L e e EEEIG DATE TINE ORQUP élm
Co BOTH TAP CARS WG, HVY, RHEIN-MAIN A, rﬂﬂﬁgﬁ. SEN
- 16 HC USAF, WASH, D.C.

Ll OFF ICE OF T16, NORTON AFB, CALIF
CING, USAFE, WIESBADEN, CER / Sy
CR 12TH AF, RAMSTE !N, GER d g
CINC ALLIED AF CEN EUROPE, FUNTAINESLEAU, FR ol

ATTN:G GEN NURS TADT
ik T e
S

A. {5 MAY 53, 15532, HEIDELBERG, GFR, 10 MILE NORTH.

k
k 8. L= 1= 10 TAP CARR 5GQ, 50 TRF CARA 6P, USAFE
IN- DESTRCYED,

e it

r Cc. PILOT gill1ST0N G wELLS, MAJ, AD 1514:14:&. 10 TRP CAR2 5C,
40 TRP CARR OF, USAFE RHEIN-MAIN AB, UNE,

AF=F3., REPT OF MAJ ACFT ACCIDENT.,

il g

D. N/A.
E. CO-PILOT 46T.LT, RO 2080333, 10 TRP CARR SCQ, :

EQKIN E OAMSAy-
60 TRP CAHR 6P, AHEAN-WAIN EE: UNK.

: ENG INECER, WIGHAEL GAT , AF 155;{95?1* 10 TRP CARR 8G» 1
i ED TRP CARR GP, AHEIN-MAIN AU, USED PARACHUTE, POSSIBLE |

AMPUTATION BOT 5.
b UR, CHARLES (1 GASON, A/2C, AF 13,05660, 10 TRP CARRA
' 30, 60 TAP CARP GP, AHEIN=MAIN AB, USED PARACHUTE, CONDITIGN

l F. FLIGHT OF F-HiS ACFT FLEW THROUGH FORMATIUN OF C-119 ACFT.
2 0-110 ACFT AND i F-bl CRASHED.

a8, Lifdi, ,
M. RHE IN=MAIN-LANDSTURL, ROUND ROZIN
i, OPERATIOMAL TRAINING,
J. &8, =500, VIS T WILES.
Vol Y uRMNASE NOT JEQUIRED, OMENEY oxrrrooerxl Birthie DEOLABSIFY NG

“STEICTED SECUMITY INFORMATION E“‘ R |

bt _ |
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g E ,_,.;"L f. ATRICTED ECURITY DREEAT | DN
I¥eD AT SHAMA CH
1695 15 MAY 53
I".—— — x -~
JOF 3§ 5f op
gITE IR 1 DAt YIMB OROUF
At 0 £n1H TROOD CARRIER WINE, (1Y), RAHEIN-MAIN AD, FRANKFIRT, GE
OHIEF OF SYTAEF, WO UsaF, Widd 0.C, ATIKL LG
0 OFFICE OF TiG., NORTOM AFB, GALIF,
CIMEATE ¥iE53A0EM GE A 6
CE {127 :.HI. FORCE , "FII"EFIBF'- N GER. L-"* .3:;”??1
INFOI  ATTH: 'GEN, NOASTADY, FONTAINIBLEAU, FRANCE ! Jr---a-\l-
AF<F 3. BERT OF MAJ ACFY ACCIDENT J?M-'L" LY
A, S5 NMY S3., 15530, LELDELBERG. GER., 10 MILES NORIH,
9 : Sx= 449 THIP CARA 80, 60 757 CARA GF, USAFE, QHEIN
F ¥ e FLY ﬁ.l-i"'- ||| ,.;.'B' t.‘-\. --.1.1' _';,__....ﬁ!' a8 ARR 6P, ';.'-J._ILE‘ AHE 1M i
8 MELA A6, K, -
|_. RN
! £, PILDT MESLEY Y, CLEMENT, T, & Boclyz, &0 TAP CARR GP,
i o lNK, OL i5" 1' USEPH M. R8a¥. ULJ. A0 L4232
! o e YT BHE (4 MAIW 33, UNRNAVIGA TOR_GARL o SOH
GARY. AD 'f,;-:ueut‘ 0 AP CANT RO, MHEAN VAIN, Wi, EnGR e
BLCGA AL h AF 18%15337, 10 TRE CARR 54, QHLIN MAIN,
PARACHUTE BQ =v== 8LE BAOKEN BACK \
E . FLIOHT OF F-8Bu8 FLEW THEOUGH FORBATION oF G119 AGFT, 2 C=119
ACFT ANDY 1 F-IRy CRARHED
ey I ol
W, RUEIN MAIN-LANDSTUHL, ROUND 2001H,
| i DOPYRATIONAL THATNING
&/8, %5 ;
F LK
N

neo T ILTED SF UHIH’ INFORMATION
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M

/'r_' WiD=AIR COLLISION WITH 2 €-119 ACFT,
G

20A%h

162

—NOHE o
I DATE TIME OROUF

co ;z‘ﬂ-l FIGHTER WING, FURSTENFE K AR, “ﬂr
IH‘ OF STAFF, HQ uur. WASH D.C. ATTN: 18, .- |
OFF ICE OF TIE NOAYON AFB ‘8‘ CALIF.

& & u?ﬁ' 9 » o555 ocso /. pmaraian

NFC INCUBAFE, WIESBADEN, GER,
: Fll WRIGHT AVR DEVELOPMENT {':'-EHTEH, WRIGHT PATTERSON AFEB, OMWIOD

CRASH AND PRELIMINARY REPT, o s

A #AY, 15497 MRS, 3-5 WILES EAST OF WORMA, GER.
.zarmmm. FTR BMR GP ﬁrmulﬂ.
"l'ﬂl‘i‘raﬁ BiTBURG, GER, _L.nﬁ.imﬂ:ﬂ::

-

c. PLY 20 A, 1ST LY, 22 FTR BUR 5Q, 36 FTR .
m%rwmm. uwt 'm;_um_m-huv. =

E. MNOT APPLICABLE.

NONE
H. LOCAL.
1. AERIAL REVIEW,
J. 3600 BAOKEN, TEN MILES VISIBILITY,
K, UNKNOWN, —

L. NONE. g

PAUPHALLY NOT REQUIRED, COMBULT ONYPTOOATER BEFORE DEOLABSITY ING

WZSTERCTED-SFEURITY INFORMATION
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G

1641 %5 15 WAY 53

- — oP
as oy VOFE 0388 purk mm oncur ___;__g__ju:uuw

PROM, 00 60TH TROOP CARRIER WiNG, [(WvY), RHEIN-MAIN AR, FRANKFURT, I!EH-

20s CHIEF OF STAFF, NG USAF, W®ASH D.C. ATTN: 18 !
G OFFICE OF 710, NORTON AFE, OCALIF, ) St

CIMCUSAFE, WIESBADEK, GERMANY f |

0G 121H AIR FORCE, WIESBADEN, GER.

INFO: ATTN: GERW. NORSTADT, FONTAINEBLEAU, FRANCE
AF-F 3. REPT OF MAJ ACFT ACCIDENT. ot S

A. 15 MAY 1953, 95537, HEIDELBERG, GER., 10 NILES NORTH,

B. 1 10 YRP CARR 8C, 60 TRP CARR OGP : LUBAEE .,
IVE BMEET METAL DAMAGE, BOTTOM AND S1DE
SELAGE AND LEFT Wing }

€. PILOT ANTHOMY g, EE ' EAE 515, 10 TRP CARR ®Q, 60 TRP
CARR 4P 1!_,_1 OW FACE AND HEAD, NO USE
OF PAFAGH?nt

D. N/aA,

E. CHIEF’ ENGINEER, Wum, AF 18356568, 10 TRP
CARR 5Q, 60 TRP USAFE, RHEIN VAIN AB, h
FARACHUTE , (CUTS FROM GLASS FRAGUENTS.

/i. ACFT STRUCK BY FRAGUENTS WIEN FLIGHT OF F-BL ACFT FLEW

t:’

ml Y

TI-ROUCGH FORMATION OF C-199 ACFT. o

8. UNK,
H. RUEIN YA IN-LANDSTUHL, ROUND ROBIN. l '

i. OPERATIDNAL TNG.
J. 6B, 5500, VI8 T WILES,

L Lryg 5
E ¥, Wh. J / #é

EOUTh  PA'UPHAALE NOT REQUIKED, CONBULT CKYPTOOJWTER BEFRE DEOLABBIFY MU

WZSTRICTED SECURITY INFORMATION |
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-l i 1 612

VED AT Ccil
MAY
TS 12 ""'F' 0387  pure vime oncur .
PROM; co iam TROOP CARRIER WO (WVY), RHEIN-MAIN AB, FRANWFURT, GER.
20; CHIEF OF STAFF, MQ mnrb_ WASH D.C. ATTNI 1@
OFFICE OF T8 CALIF, {! A
Cad—

CINCUSAFE , IEME

“’ 1=m ‘F. 'I-E ‘.l ; P | H‘H l-:f'-

INFO: ATTN: GEN. NORSTADT, FONTAINEBLEAU, BRANCE {:‘.’ -
i = ~
RCE AF~F 5. PRELIMINARY REPORT OF MAJOR ACFT ACCIDENT. |

A. 15 WAY 53, 15637, HEIDELBERG. GER., 10 MILES NORTH,
B. @B-1 10 TRP CARR SQDK, 60 TRP CARR @GP, USA

HOLE LOWER LEFT SIDE OF FUSELAG 0

C. PILOT, DAVID £, BLLLIVAN, 46741, A0-19103L8, 12 TR CARR SeON,

50 TRP “USAFE, RHEIN MAIN, NO USE OF PARACHUTE, NO |INJURY.

D. MN/A. -
E. MN/A.

[ F. ACFT STRUCK BY FRAGMENTS BHEMN FLIGCHT OF F-B4 ACFT FLEW THROLGH
FORMATION OF C-119 ACFT.

G. UNKNOWN.
H. PHEIN HAIN-LABDSTUML ROUND ROEIN.
!. OPERATIONAL TRAINING,

J. 6/8 COVER 5500 VISISILITY 7 WILES, g
K. NONE. ATl
M. MNSA, v

E0ATii  PAWPHEAALE NOT REQUIRED, OONEULT ORYPTOOJATER BEFURE DEOLABBIFY !Nu

- — DI§TAIDUTION ,
ESTHCTEDSEEDAIY mrnnmmmﬂ LRI 1] B

[F]

i




g daeA C-119 ‘
SRR -

I.(
*» N 565
i€ = C/ L/ BaTE
¢iIE 12 DATE TIME OROUP
— .

Faom,
co GOTH TRP CARR WG, (HVY), WtFSBADEN, CEE.

CHIEF OF STAFF, WO USAF, MASH, D.C.  ATTH: 1G
OFF 1GE OF T1G, NORTON AFB, CALIF.

GO 12TH AF, WIESAADEN, GER.

CINGUSAFE, WIFSBADEN, GER,

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CRABH AEPORT,
—————————

15 MAY 53, 1553, WEINMEIM, GER, FORWATION OF C-119, G0TH TAP
CARA WG, 3 "ILES NORTH HEIDELBERE, GEA, STAUCK BY FLIGHT OF
Fellli.« 2 G=119 ACFT CRASHED AND BURNED, 1 F-8l4 BELIEVED CRASHED.
2 Cu115 ACFTIRETUPNED TO RBEINMAIN AB, GER, WITH MINOR DAMACE.
MIFTRER FATALITIES AND INJURIES UNXNOWN, DAMACE TO PRIVATE PROPEATY

LINKNOWN,

D0uth  PAAPHAALY NOT NEQUIRED, OONBULT ORYPTOOJATER BEVRE DEOLABAIFY INu

SSTEICTOD SFCURITY INFORMATION Fora—=es




CINCUZARE . #IEZCAUDITE VNS GNP FRagR— _

COMDHE BOTH TEP CARRIER 4G. #FICSEADEN . GFEORANY
Ll IE d

QE0:  COMOR 12TH AIR FORCE, BAMSTE (0 RUANY
' OFFICE OF YIG, NURTON A28, QI |

REFEACNLCE YOUR BESERGE FOFS ©MHO0 IEOUE 4

&L
1R EXTY N}!?-jﬂ oF

TINE O SUBWISSIUN UF AF FUAM Y, PERTLINLING TO AIRCRAFT ACCIOENT

MHICH OCCURRED N AR HEIDELEERG, GERWANY DN 14 MAY 535,

e ——

0cli9s AMD ST=8259, REERECTIVILY, GRANTED IEQUEST URIGINAL

OF AF FORM 3l BE FORWASDEG TO TWE DIRECTURATE ©F FLICHT Sa

REEEAMRCH, NURTON A%3, LIiF, ARD DUPLICATI

3 ??J/éa*é?'f;é 7o

ON OR BEFOQRE 4 JU

INVUL VING

4235, 51-

F-llyE, NUMBEF 51-628 AND Cu11915, NUMBERS 51.8201, 51=b

COFY

L0%th  PAWPHALE NOT REQUIRED, OONBULT OXYPTOOIWTER BEFUAE DEOLABBIYY ING

WZSTEICTED-SFEURITY INFORMATION |57




YAY 17-53

——rr— qlnn ®
793 DATE TINE DROUIP 5

o
== ENTH TRP CARR wa, (HVY), WIESBADEN, GER

m' e

CH OF STAFF, USAF, TASH, DO, ATIN: 1@ 64p
LT CINCUSAFE, WIESRADEN, GER,

CG 12TH AF, WIESBADEN, OER,

GEN WOARSTAD, COMDR ALLIED FOARCES, FON FHH&'ELEAU, FE,

OFFVCE OF T16G, NORTON AFB, CALIF,

CO 36TH FTA WG, FURRTENFELDBRUCK AB, GER,

SUPPL Cw19 =M 15 MAY §3, Cjz f

C. NELLE, WILLVSTON G. WAJOR, AO-7640L5, FATAL.

e

E., PART ONE, DAHL, EOWIN €, J1ST LT, A0-2080%33, FATAL.

——
F. ACFT COLLIDED WITH F-BLE, 51-62E, FLOWN BY 15T LT CHILTON, 22 FTR

| BOMA 8Q, 356 FTR nOWB WG, XSC WAS AERL REV AT LANDSTUML AR, OPR
ORDERS ISSUED BY HQS 12 AF ASG ALT OVER MARSHALLIMG PT, LADENBERG
BEAGON, “ANNHE IM, GER, F=8l ACFT WERE ASO 15000 FEET, C-119 ACFT
WERE ASG 5000 FEFT, PACLIMINARY IMVESTICATION REVEALS F-Bl FORM-
ATION LEIDER VAY HAVE CHANGED ALT FROM 15000 TO S000. WMSN DID NOT
INVOLVE INTCP, ACFT NOT UNDER COM OF GCI. WEA VARIOUSLY REPT
3/8 TO 5/8 STOAATOR CUMULUS IN HAZE LAYER AT %500 FEET, VISIDILITY
% TO T MILES, “APTHALLING AREA NOT IN VICINITY OF APRY. OCON OF
VFR TRAF 1IN VARCHALLING ARER ESTA AY ALT SEP 020 N OFR ORDER.
CON IN TGT ASEA FETB BY ALT AND TIME SEP AND 8Y LANDSTUML TOVWER.

8. UNK,

K, FEST 300 DOLLARS DAMAGE TO FARM CROPS, CLAIMS MAY BE MADE FOR
GERWAN MELUBERS.

B0 PAUPHAALE NOT REGUIRED, CONBULT OXYPTOOJHTER BEFURE DEOLABSINY ING

WSSTEICTED SECURITY INFORMATION
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m'i'h.lﬂ' AT LAk ﬂl]'l-"fm 1T MAY 5%

1667
; TE
- ——ore02 ‘I‘ -
i WG (Y | TEENd Gehe
s "‘-—-—-m"'ﬂm W - .
1§ S CH OF STAFF, USAF, WASH, DC. ATTN: 16
i . CINCUSAFE, WIESSADEN, GEA. 639

i
I

1t S

COMOR ALLIED FORCES, FONTAINEBLEAU, FR,
ATTN: OEN NORSTAD
OFFICE OF T1G, NORTON AFB, CALIF,

80 36TH FTR WG, FURSTENFELDBRUCK AD, EEH;E

SUPPL C=119C, 51-5221, 15 VAY 5%,
Cs Wﬂﬂﬂ_]‘_ﬁ_ﬁﬂh AD-371862, PRESUMED DEAD, REMAINS RECCYEERED
OTHERZ BUT NOT INDIY IDENTIFIED,

E. PART 1. ELE“E"WL.E&ET, AO-HOCL T2, BRESUMED DEAD, REBAINS
RECOVENED WITH RS BUT NOT INDIV VDENTIFIED,
PARY 2. RAY, JOSEPH H, MAJOR, AQ-!;2232, PACSINED DEAD, REMAINS
RECOVERELD WTTH HERS BUT MOT (NDIV IDEMTIFILED.
PARY %, THO'WSON, CARL J, CAPTAIN, AG-T23208, PRESUVED DEAD,
REMA | fis RECOVETTT WITR-OTHERS BUT NCT INDIv (DENTIFIED.

PART L. BIGGS, T. W., AMN 1/C, AF 18315337, “AJOR INJURIES.

PART 5, ~ADD TC PREVIDUR AEPT, SOMNS, DEAN O, 7/ SOT;AF y721529,
PRESIFIED DEAD, REWAINS RECOVERED WiTH OTHERS RBUT NOT INDIV I1DENT-
FIED.,

ACFY COLLIDED Wi TH FEXY £.BLE, 51.628, FLOWN BY 15T LT CHILTON,

22 FTR BOM 8Q, 36 FTR BOMB WG, W8N WAS AERL REV AT LANODSTUHL ASB,

OPA OADERS 1SSUED BY HQS 12 AF ARG ALT OVER UARSHALLING PT,
LADENSERG BEACON, MANNMEIM, GER, F=Hl ACFT WERE ASG 15000 FEET.
C-113 ACFT VERE ACQ 5000 FEET. PROLIMINARY INVESTIGATION REVEALS
Fofl, FORMATION LEADER MAY HAVE CHANGED ALT FROM 15000 TG 500C0.

MEN DID NOT INVOLYE INTCP, ACFT NOT UNDER COM OF GCI. WEA VARIDUSLY
REPT 3/8 TO 5/8B STAATO CLPRILUS IN HAZE LAYER AT 5500 FEET, VISIBILITY
3 TO T YILES, WARSHALLING AREA NOT IN VICINITY OF APRT, CON OF VFR
TRAF 1IN MAASHALLI®G AREA ESTE RY ALT SEF 0SG !N OPR DRDER. CON N
TET AUFA FSTB BY ALT AND TiME SEP AND AY LAMDSTUML TOWER,

| F
|

G, I,

¥, EST 30C DOLLARS DAUAGE TO FARY CROPS, CLAIVE UVAYBE “ADE FOR GeERMAN
YED BY,
Lol PAAPILALE NOT NEQUIRED, COMBULT ONYPTOOSATER BEPGRE DEQLABBIFY IKU

JZSTEICTED-SECURITY INFORMATION
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